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Lean Weight is what makes a motorcycle want to fall 
sideways. High Lean Weight makes the bike heavy 
in corners, so you have to go slow. Low Lean Weight 
lets it be light, responsive, and swift. The 
Norton 850 Commando has the lowest 
Lean Weight of any production superbike. 


Lean Weight is easy to measure — you can 
feel it standing still. Straddle any bike, 
then lean it slowly to the right. You'll 
find most superbikes 
start feeling dangerously 
heavy just after they 
come off vertical. But 
you can lean a Norton 
way Over on its side 
without any fear of 
dropping it. 


That’s low Lean Weight, 
one reason why 

Norton is the best 
handling superbike. 





TF New for 1975 — 

= effortless electric starting, 
= no-fade rear disc brake, 
T conveniently positioned 
handlebar switches, 
short-throw left foot shift, 
hinged, lockable, extra- 
padded seat. 


Norton 
Triumph 


Commando $50 
with vibration-free 


Exclusive U.S. Importers and Distributors & - : Ee Isolastic ride 
West of Mississippi River: Norton Triumph Corporation, 2765 E. Huntington Dr, Duarte, Calif. "91010 - Phone (213) 359-3224 

East of Mississippi River: Berliner Motor Corporation, Railroad St. and Plant Rd., Hasbrouck Heights, N.J. 07604 - Phone (204) 288-9696 
Member Motorcycleiindusity Council CIRCLE NO. 21 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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Street, trail or racing—today’s effective and practical way to lubricate 
motorcycles demand many different and clean your cables without removing 
kinds of high performance lubricants. them from the motorcycle. 

Petrochem has them all. Spark Plug, Contact and Chain 

Chain Life...A spray foam lubricant Klean...Cleans fouled plugs in seconds. 
formulated for motorcycle chains to Chemically removes oil, soft carbon and 
withstand exposed conditions, high residue. Saves you time and money. 
speeds, severe shock loads, high torque Also cleans ignition contacts, breaker 
requirements and punishing tempera- points and chains. Non-conductive, it 


tures for extended 
periods of time. Chain 
runs silent and clean, 
repels dirt, sand, mud 
and grass. 

Cable Life... Aids in 
preventing throttle cable 
from seizing in the open 
position. Displaces 
moisture, lubricates and 
rust proofs all moving 
parts, aids in preventing 
corrosion and deteriora- 
tion of cable housing. 
Used with the Petro- 
chem Luber, it's a fast, 


evaporates rapidly leav- 
ing no residue, and is 
non-corrosive. 

You'll find the 
complete family of 
Petrochem products 
in the Petrochem High 
Performance Motorcycle 
Care Center at your 
motorcycle dealer or 
supply store. 


PETROCHEM 


KEEPS YOU GOING 


MBs ASHLAND CHEMICAL COMPANY Division of Ashland Oil, Inc. 
Ashland- SPECIALTY PRODUCTS PO. Box 3105 Santa Fe Springs. 
== California 90670 (213) 699-9951 
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“RED WING GAVE ME THESE SHOCKS. 
| WOULD HAVE BOUGHT THEM ANYWAY.” 


DON CASTRO © 
AMA GRAND NATIONAL 
EXPERT RIDER 


“If there's a secret to a win- 
ning bike, it's tuning. Not just 
the engine; the suspension, 
too. And that’s why I'd buy 
Red Wing shocks even if they 
didn't give 'em to me. Their 
rear shocks let me switch to 
optional springs, and select 
from five spring-rate preload 
positions (which is nice to 
have when I'm carrying the 
Trophy girl). Also, Red Wing 
shocks are rebuildable; | can 
restore them to 100% condi- 
tion if they ever wear out. Just 
another winner from the Red 
Wing System.’ 


When it comes to performance, 
you can't beat The System. 





Dealers: For free Ride Guide, write to: ' 
MARUBENI AMERICA CORP. 一 RED WING GROUP. 
200 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017. 


TM 
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NYPU M and You. NYPUM — The National Youth Project Using Minibikes — is a 
joint effort between the YMCA and Honda to help troubled 
youngsters turn away from delinquency and become involved 
in the fun of motorcycle riding. Now it’s possible for almost 
everyone to become involved in this important program. 
Through July 31, 1975, Honda will donate $15 in your behalf 
to the national YMCA-NY PUM program when you buy either 
a QA-50 K2, CT-70 K3 or MR-50. Your local Honda dealer has 
the details. 


7 i As a way of saying “thank you” for making Honda motorcycles 
Honda Expo T5 n N OR a fe eden tone held Expo ’75 in Charlotte, 
Charlotte, North Carolina North Carolina. In this third “Expo” held by Honda an esti- 
j mated 40,000 people gathered at the Charlotte Motor Speed- 
Biggest Ever. way to attend the two-day event. Over 300 Honda motorcycles 
were on hand for riders, and Honda Civic™ automobiles were 
available for test drives. Major displays of nearly every Honda 
product were there for viewing, and 20 Test Track™ motorcycle 
simulators were provided by Honda for training beginners. 
World Trials Champion Sammy Miller and Team Honda rider 
Mickey Boone were on hand, along with other notables. There 
was even a special ATC°90 “race” featuring noted NASCAR 
drivers. Best of all, almost everything at Honda Expo “75 — 
the motorcycle rides, the exhibitions, the displays, even the 
popsicles and balloons — were free! Watch for Honda Expo in 
your area! 


Honda Test Track The Test Track is a realistic motorcycle riding simulator de- 
signed by Honda engineers to help riders select the bike that’s 


Now Appea ring in Many right for them. Beginners can learn the operation of motorcycle 
Honda Dealerships. controls without worrying about traffic. And, according to 


Honda’s engineers, even highway conditions are simulated on 
the Test Track: the tread belt allows safe lateral movement while 
special fans blow wind over the bike and rider. Check with your 
Honda dealer for a test ride. 


Bike Bits. The names Honda and California were heard through the dust 
and engine roar of the West Texas Motocross as Honda finished 
first through eighth in the 125 Expert Class. Californians swept 
the top four places... A brand-new motorcycle will soon be 
at your local Honda dealer: the CR-250M1, a powerful bike 
with excellent handling and styling you’ve never seen before . . . 
The Honda ST-90 was the star motorcycle at this year’s Indy 
500. Relied upon for important race activities, the bikes per- 
formed beautifully throughout the day. Nice compliment since 
the ST-90 was the only bike chosen by the Indy people! 


CR’s are designed primarily for motocross use and are sold “as is” without warranty. 
“K” and “M1” numbers indicate model changes. 
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Editorial 


Off The Streets 


@ We've seen you with broken legs, 
scabs, concussions, missing arms, pave- 
mentrash and serious cases of the deads. 
We've seen your bikes too, frames bent, 
rims tweaked, fiberglass shredded, ex- 
haust pipes flattened, seats torn, fenders 
scratched, mufflers ruined, footpegs torn 
loose, instruments destroyed, master cy- 
linders wrecked, levers contorted, carbu- 
retors packed with dirt. And we've lis- 
tened to the catalogue of reasons why: 
you didn't see the grains of dust on the 
road, or the water, or the oil; the corner 
turned out to be one with a decreasing 
radius; there was an oncoming car in your 
lane; you hung up a centerstand and ran 
off the road; somebody planted a tree 
right in your line; the tires gave way; you 
ran over a dog, or a cat, or a squirrel; 
you used too much brake, or not enough. 

You know who you are: street racers. 
You congregate, generally Sunday morn- 
ing, have some coffee, sense how much 
police attention you're likely to gather, 
and head for the twisty-turnies, devil tak- 
ing the hindmost. Often. You cross the 
yellow dividing line when it pleases you, 
you go around blind corners on the wrong 
side of the road, you draft one another 
cresting hills. You have been called suicid- 
ally stupid. | think you are surpassingly 
brave. You must know the consequences 
of faulty judgment, because you and your 
friends have suffered those conse- 
quences so very often. Battle scars that 
sometimes rake through a $200 custom 
paint job do not deter you from more 
custom paint—and more battle scars. You 
race on the street with your friends be- 
cause the street is familiar, and so are 
your friends. You think you know the 
turns, the spots that are apt to be gravelly, 
the bends most likely to be dampened by 
a sprinkler. You know what kind of equip- 
ment your friends ride, so there is no 
mystery there. Best of all, there is pre- 
cious little winning, and no losing. Nothing 
is clear-cut on the street; there are far 
too many sensible reasons to go slow, 
and sensibility as we all know can be 
summoned at a moment’s notice. So 
speed never vanishes or is thwarted or 
is exceeded on the street; sensibility 
merely takes over, and just in the nick 
of time. Too, the field for a quick street 
toot is always a mixed bag. A 750 cannot 
“beat’’ a 350 in any way that really mat- 
ters, nor can a 350 ever “lose” to a 500. 

| understand the exhilaration of a rapid 
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30 or 45 minute lark beneath shady trees 
and around arcing bends that time has 
made familiar; | understand the comfort 
that results from never having to come 
to a solid determination about one’s own 
skill. Racing on the street, after all, es- 
tablishes not how fast you can go, but 
how fast you are willing to go; and in that 
delicate and often misunderstood dif- 
ferentiation lies at once the curse of the 
good rider, the salvation of the bad one, 
and the guarantee that motorcycle street 
racing will endure. 

The reasons for avoiding the race track 
are, from the street-wickers’ point of view, 
legion and well-rehearsed. It costs too 
much money. | might hurt myself, or my 
motorcycle. ld be running against go- 
fasters, ringers, souped-ups and profes- 
sionals. | might embarrass myself—after 
years of non-losing on the street, losing 
would be hard to take. | would have to 
go through a big licensing hassle. If | got 
my bike ready for a real race, | couldn’t 
use it on the street at all. 


Tired of dodging Dodges on the street 
with your Sunday Morning Sleeper? 
Tired of checking the rear-view mirror 
for The Law and the Big Red Flasher? 
Here’s where to write if you want to 
go racing for real: 


American Motorcycle Ass'n 

33 Collegeview Road 
Westerville, Ohio 43081 
Continental Motosport Club 
3407 West Olive Ave., Ste. 102 
Burbank, Calif. 91505 


Central Roadracing Ass'n 
10117 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Bloomington, Minn. 55420 


American Federation of Motorcyclists 
1027 West Bay Ave. 
Balboa, Calif. 92661 


East Coast Road Racing Ass'n 
1742 Addison St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19146 

Fla. GP Riders Ass'n 

1611 N. Florida Ave. 
Lakeland, Fla. 33801 
AAMRR 

36 Norwill Drive 

North Branford, Conn. 06471 
National Motorcycle League 
179 SW 1st Way 

Deerfield Beach, Fla. 33441 








Nonsense. It’s all nonsense. Permit me 
to go through the argument point by point. 

It costs too much money. Assuming that 
there is some kind of motorcycle road 
race club in your vicinity to begin with, 
the cost is relative. A one-year license 
costs between a pair of gloves and one 
K-81 tire. An entry fee for as many laps 
of practice as you can stand, plus one 
or more races, will run you about five 
quarts of good oil, or three or four “G” 
rated movies. You already have a helmet. 
l'II grant you the expense of the 
leathers—about two brawling, bawdy, 
Go-To-War-Miss-Agnes nights on the 
town. All told, the expense of one sea- 
son’s racing with a standard Production- 
type motorcycle costs as much as 10% 
of one collision with one oncoming au- 
tomobile. Often far, far less. 

| might hurt myself, or my motorcycle. 
No-one in his right mind would argue that 
motorcycle racing is safe. The question 
is, how much safer is track-racing than 
street-racing? The answer: abundantly. 
California’s American Federation of Mo- 
torcyclists (AFM) recently ran a six-hour 
production event. There were 70 motor- 
cycles poised at the starting line. Six 
hours later, after more than 20,000 mo- 
torcycle racing miles had been covered, 
the two ambulances had not left the race- 
track. (There were spills, but none was 
serious.) Compared to the dangers coun- 
tenanced by local street-racing Califor- 
nians that day, Ontario's Six-Hour was as 
safe as breakfast in bed. There wasn't 
one single automobile running the wrong 
way on the racetrack. There wasn’t a 
gravel patch or a sprinklered corner in 
sight. There were no curbs to run into, 
no manhole covers to skate across. Best 
of all, no-one on the track had to keep 
looking over his shoulder for the police. 
The long and the short of it is, if you’re 
going to go fast, the race track is infinitely 
safer than the street. Besides, you get to 
go through the corners more than once. 
You get to experiment. You get to learn. 

I'll be running against go-fasters, 
ringers, souped-ups and professionals. 
Not necessarily, although there will be 
racers there better than you. Why not? 
They've been there before. Experience 
has made them competent. Besides, if you 
have done quite a bit of street-racing or 
rapid street riding, there will also be peo- 
ple there who go slower than you do, 


(Continued on page 22) 
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| If you're serious about motorcycling and proud of your machine, 
e in jam mer the Windjammer Ill is the only fairing you need consider. 
k : It transforms your motorcycle into a true year around 
you aoe tO now touring machine. It keeps you warmer in winter, protects you 
人 from rain in summer, and shields you from the wind in any weather. - 
about airings. The design, of course, is in the Vetter tradition of excellence. We 
a were the first—and we are still the best. No other fairing even remotely 
approaches the Windjammer Ill’s flawless attention to detail and 


/ ot quality of construction. 
\ h. Only the Windjammer Ill offers you so many ways to personalize — 
aS with such optional equipment as our new, aerodynamically 

engineered lowers (illustrated), high visibility wrap around 


\ : reflective striping, and special color-coordinated Honda 
\ striping; we even offer a fully-equipped custom Blue Max 
\ Windjammer for BMW's. The Blue Max features BMW 
striping and is specially designed to accept the 
BMW quartz headlight. 


Servicing? Although it’s unlikely you will ever need 
it, you may find it comforting to know that the 
Windjammer Ill is backed by the largest and 

best dealer organization in the business. 

























à The Windjammer Ill. No other fairing gives you 
more. Small wonder that it outsells all the 
others—by far. For complete information, 
see your authorized Vetter dealer. Or 
contact Vetter Fairing Company, 
Dept. C, Rantoul, Illinois 61866. 
Phone (217) 893-9300. 


Vetter 


The first to do It right. 
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Other options include “Class A” side lamps, wind- 
shield snap vents, tonneau covers (for built-in stor- 
age compartments), Carello Halogen headlight, 
and our new cigarette lighter. Lowers can be fitted 
to Windjammer Il’s and are available for the 
Honda 750, 550, 500; Kawasaki 2-1; BMW /5, /6, 


Distributed in Canada 
by Marquette Marketing 
Corp.. Ltd., Ontario 


Letters! 








Kawa-Chain 


On page 21 in the text of your Z-1 road 
test is a comment concerning the rear 
chain as used on the 1975 Z-1. This com- 
ment refers to a ‘‘version of the Denselube 
chain” and then goes on to say some 
derogatory things about the Kawasaki 
chain. However, the impression one gets 
from reading this comment is that the 
Kawasaki chain is similar to Denselube 
and that it is not a very good chain. 

There are two things that concern me 
in this regard; one is that the Kawasaki 
chain is not similar to the Denselube chain 
and, two; that even if it were, your writer 
has successfully implied that this type of 
chain is no good and that, of course, 
reflects solely on Denselube since we 
make the only such chain suitable for 
motorcycle use. 

Please note that the Kawasaki chain as 
used on the late model Z-1 is not a self- 
lubricating chain, rather, it is a chain 
designed to retain lubricant around the 
pin and inner bushing via the use of 
o-rings between the inner plate and the 
outer plate. These o-rings theoretically 
are to hold in lubrication so that the pins 
will be lubed over a longer period of time. 
The roller on this chain is a conventional 
roller as used on other conventional drive 
chains and is a steel roller, not a sintered 
bushing as we use on Denselube Super- 
chain. In fact, the reason Kawasaki rec- 
ommends periodic lubrication for their 
o-ring chain is that there is no lubrication 
from this chain that will reach the outer 
rollers and/or sprockets. 

Denselube differs from this type chain 
in that it uses a sintered steel bushing 
which is impregnated with lubricant at the 
time of manufacture and that the bushing 
does not turn as does a conventional 
roller. What occurs is that heat generated 
by the rotating chain causes the lubricant 
within the bushings to flow both internally 
onto the pin and side plate as well as 
externally onto the sprockets, thus mak- 
ing Denselube truly a self-lubricating 
chain for the life of the chain—no external 
lubrication is ever required. 

John C. McCormack 
President 

Jacwal Corporation 
Norwalk, California 


MOLD-YOUR-OWN 
While | would never discourage an in- 
dustrious owner who wishes to make his 
own windshield, such as Mr. Papanek in 
the May issue of Cycle Magazine, | would 
like to point out some errors that Mr. 

Papanek has made and to list some prob- 

lems which he has not mentioned. 

1. It simply is not true that all Windjammer 
windshields break, as Mr. Papanek 
says. | know how many Windjammer 
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fairings we make and | know how many 
replacement windshields we send out. 
We experience only a very small per- 
centage of breakage, and usually this 
is because the motorcycle was in- 
volved in an accident. 

2. It is true that Lexan polycarbonate is 
nearly indestructible. However, our in- 
formation on the legal status indicates 
that not all Lexan polycarbonate meets 
the requirements of the Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard #205. This 
standard specifies requirements for 
motorcycle windshields above a hori- 
zontal plane 15” above the lowest 
seating position, or at levels requisite 
for driving visibility. Since the Wind- 
jammer windshield is 28” high we can- 
not use Lexan polycarbonate. We use 
“optical” grade Rohm & Haas Plex- 
iglas Acrylic—their premium material. 
It conforms to all government specifi- 
cations. 

3. In addition, we have checked and 
found that the suggested retail price 
of a Lexan polycarbonate sheet 24” 
x 24” x 3/16”, the size necessary to 
make a windshield, is not the $10.00 
that Mr. Papanek quoted. We found 
the retail price to be $17.84 per sheet 
quoted from one supplier, Almac Plas- 
tics, and $19.72 from another, Cadillac 
Plastics, both of Chicago. 


4. The suggested retail price of the 


Windjammer windshield is $21.95, not 
$35.00 as Mr. Papanek says. 
5. Mr. Papanek has not addressed him- 
self at all to the problems of fabricating 
a windshield to the proper curvature 
of the Windjammer windshield. The 
retail customer would not be likely to 
have the facilities to properly heat the 
windshield material to form it in to the 
structurally correct curve. Without the 
proper shape, the windshield would 
have a tendency to fold back at high- 
way speeds. 
| hope this letter helps to keep Mr. 
Papanek and your readers from having 
unexpected problems. 
Craig Vetter, President 
Vetter Fairing Company 
Rantoul, Illinois 


ANNIVERSARY 

| am writing re: your Anniversary Issue. 
This is the first Cycle Magazine | have 
bought in two or three years, having for- 
saken your product after you sold out to 
the helmet lobby and forgot that not all 
motorcycles are made in Japan. And, on 
careful appraisal of the Anniversary 
issue’s contents, I’ve missed very little, 
and you are producing an inferior mag. 

Your venomous invective against Mr. 
Clymer is hardly deserved and is even 


below your general ground-zero editorial 
level. You have vilified a legend, a man 
who had the balls and initiative to build 
his own motorcycles—and not in Taiwan 
or Japan, but with Western tradition, en- 
gineering, and skill. Although you skirted 
the issue most adroitly, Mr. Clymer did 
bring the Indian name back—in two forms: 
the Clymer-Indian Enfield 750 and the 
Clymer-Indian Velo 500. Do you know any 
other entrepreneur who has done this 
much in recent times? That only a handful 
was built was not his fault: engines were 
not obtainable. And he did introduce the 
four-cylinder 1100cc Mammoth well be- 
fore the Japanese knew what four cylin- 
ders looked like. As you yourselves said 
in a road test of the Mammoth ca. 1968, 
“... the Mammoth stands as a signpost, 
pointing toward the future,” or words to 
that effect. 

| dealt with Mr. Clymer on occasion (| 
have one of his Mammoths and both of 
his prototypes), and | found him fair and 
straight and true to his word without ex- 
ception; ergo, | am not impressed by your 
invective. 

In another respect, Cycle mag. has let 
the motorcycling fraternity down very 
badly: again, the helmet issue. Cook Neil- 
son may call us the “strict constitu- 
tionalists,’’ but many of us out here in 
readerland despise helmets and the do- 
gooders who espouse their use, as well 
as those who are in a position to reach 
millions of people and yet do nothing—like 
Cycle Magazine. Worse, on occasion you 
have promoted them. Just because hel- 
met manufacturers buy your ad space and 
you want to please all your politician bud- 
dies and assorted suede-shoe thieves, 
you can’t be bothered to provide room 
for the opponents to ventilate, nor can 
you take an editorial stance that is diamet- 
rically opposed to a position that you 
apparently rank with God, Motherhood, 
& Apple Pie. 

In closing this diatribe, | must mention 
that |, as many others, quit reading Cycle 
long ago when it became only too evident 
that: 1. You were catering to the dirt bikes, 
enduros, and assorted off-road trash, and 
2. You had forgotten about non-Oriental 
bikes. In extolling the virtues of the rice- 
grinders with their pot metal engines, 
wheelchair suspensions, and Early Ban- 
gladesh styling, you lost track of the quality 
offerings available from the world’s ar- 
tisans—NOT the Eastern computers. Well, 
| feel, as do many other collectors, that 
the Japanese bikes have contributed to 
the visual pollution of America with their 
unrelenting ugliness and their catering to 
the irreducible minimum in the styling 
department, and I’d like to buy a motorcy- 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Chaparral sport cycles are made for living. Exciting, 
exhilarating living from Chaparal’s unmatched 
handling and responsive power . . . hassle-free 
living because of Chaparal’s rugged depend- 
ability. 

And since you're living with a budget, consider this: 
Bike for bike, dollar for dollar, Chaparrals are the 
best value on today’s market. That's not just talk. 


Let your dealer show you Chaparnal’s lineup of 
seven exciting sport cycles . . . and the 
improvements weve made on new models. Like 
longer wheelbase, shock-mounted rear hub, 
bigger front wheel, and many more. 


Pick your cycle. There's a Chaparral just right for your 
life. 
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Get a full-color poster from your 
Chaparral dealer. Free for just 


stopping in. 
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Available in 28 oz. spray gun container 
and 64 oz. refill wherever you buy auto 
parts and accessories. 
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Post Meriden 


® For reasons | cannot pretend to explain, 
the fates of British bikes and their makers 
produce highly emotional reactions from 
motorcyclists world-wide. Presumably it 
is concerned mostly with tradition, though 
curiously there’s little corresponding 
sensitivity for the manufacturers and 
products of other countries, at least not 
on the same scale. 

Some youthful riders, too young to re- 
member the legendary big-single, mourn 
the passing of the British Banger as the 
possessor of all motorcycling’s virtues. 
From any age group there are people who 
have never owned—and will probably 
never buy—British bikes, but they can be 
found muttering, ‘‘Only the traditional 
manufacturers can make rea/ motorcycles 
with real handling.” Logic is not neces- 
sarily the key. 

British bikes may be admired, detested, 
tolerated, prized, despised. They may be 
seen in an unfavorable, archaic light 
compared to the products of Japanese 
technology. Or British bikes may be held 
in high esteem as provisioners to real 
motorcycling for a fortunate minority un- 
sullied by Eastern technology. They bring 
out the best and worst in people, break 
up homes, and turn friend against friend. 

Actually many people are genuinely 
concerned over the future of Britain's 
motorcycle industry—if “industry” is not 
too pretentious to describe a one-com- 
pany operation. Everyone hopes things 
work out for Norton-Triumph, and for 
Meriden too. The industry will certainly 
never be allowed to live or die in peace, 
especially as the British Government (or 
the department dealing with industrial 
affairs) refuses to permit a restful exis- 
tence. 

Having been instrumental in reforming 
the industry into a three-factory entity (if 
two irreconcilable factions can be so 
termed), the Government promptly an- 
nounced yet another commission to re- 
port on the state/future/viability of the 
very same motorcycle industry. That 
makes the seventh probe in rather rapid 
succession, and it will create more dusty 
and inconclusive reports. Size for size, 
motorcycle manufacturing must be the 
most thoroughly researched segment of 
British industry—and a fat lot of good that 
has done. 


Maybe department heads suddenly 
mistrusted their own judgment, though 
what new evidence is expected defies 
comprehension. Nor is there any likeli- 
hood of world-shattering conclusions 
emerging from the deliberations. Of 
course, the researchers could decide that 
the world would somehow survive without 
a British-based motorcycle industry, or 
without the existing manufacturers re- 
ceiving any special help and encour- 
agement. More likely they'll conclude: 
“An undeniable case for a thriving British 
motorcycle industry to take advantage of 
ever-increasing export opportunities . . . 
and in consideration of the significant role 
motorcycles can play in the leisure activi- 
ties of the nation, etc., etc.” 

Traditionally, the manufacturing end of 
the motorcycle business has always been 
controlled by men who honestly believed 
the motorcycle owner would forever be 
the fellow with propensity for tinkering 
with mechanical devices. Those manu- 
facturers dealt with dealers whose phi- 
losophy ran exactly parallel to their own. 
The passage of time and shifting circum- 
stances changed nothing. When new de- 
signs and marketing methods were ur- 
gently required, a slump in retail sales 
crumbled ambitions. In contrast to 
America where whole new businesses 
mushroomed around the Japanese im- 
ports, the British drift-with-the-tide as- 
sumed an aura of some permanence. 
Only recently have fresh methods shown 
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Famous Bates Cycolac 











Each Fairing Custom fitted chrome Rack. 
a ee on pe is custom fitted Backrest pads etc. available. 
piuse en eke to look right... Works with any Bates Saddlebag. 
tail and turn light. 5 ~ 
work right. = 











Wide range of 
models and 
colors. 









Fiberglass Tote Box fits 
any rack. Holds two helmets. 
Comes with Backrest... 
many other features. 









All new 
Fiberglass 
Saddlebags. Many 


Fill in the blanks 
in your life with colors, striping etc. Holds 
quality accessories “"""" 


by / 










If you or your cycle are not equipped with 
Bates, you're missing the pride and pleasure 
that come with owning the best. Miss no more. 
Bates has a hard-earned reputation for quality 
won over the past 25 years by persistent atten- 
tion to detail. That’s why it’s the brand you can 
buy with confidence. 5 

You fill in the blanks below and let Bates fill in 
the blanks in your life. 


ay All new 






A swept back design 
Safety Bar and 
Ride-Off Stand. 
Mount together 
or separately. 








Heavy-duty 
Plexiglas in 

solar green or clear. 
Fits most cycles. 


Fiberglass Tote Box (comes with Backrest Pad) 
Black O White O Custom Color ($15.00 extra) . $ 
Std Size—$79.50 O King Size—$89.50 a i oa iness ccc eee 
Striping—$10.00 O Black O White GONG: = sa nen de. ma oon ania 
Custom Trim Rails (shown on Tote Box)—$9.95 pr . 
Luggage: Rack (only}—$34.95 Backrest—$14.95 


Make and model of cycle 
Color of Cycle—needed if ordering Custom Color—give official 




















factory name. 
Fairing—$89.50 Black White Custom Color ($15.00 extra) .......... $ 
Striping—$10.00 O Black White: Ga 
| Rider's Height_________ Shield Color O Green O Clear 
| Cycolac Saddlebags Black White O Safety Bar—$29.95 O Footpegs—$8.95 pr 
| With Rear Refl O Std Sz—$59.50 King Sz—$69.50 ..............- aS Plexiglas Shield (21… width)—$37.95 Clear PE 
| With 12v Light O Std Sz—$69.50 O King Sz—$79.50............... Total sa ire amia qe as irean aa ra o mi iaol OEN M C ERE R TEE $ | 
| Striping—$15.00 pr O Black 口 White O Gold i.i... | 
























































Pad—$14.95....... 
Ride-Off Stand—$49.50 .. >. 











































































































Plus Shipping & Insurance (10% or $10.00, whichever is less).................. 












































Bag Mounts—$22.95 O Bag Guards—$24.95 .. 0. aaa0aaao Total Amount Due O Check O Money Order enclosed for . | 
Fiberglass Saddlebags Send to: Accessory House, Box 1770-CE, Long Beach, Calif. 90801 
O Black White O Custom Color ($25.00 extra) .. NAME 
With Rear Refl O Std Sz—$109.50 O King Sz—$119.50 ............ ADDRESS 








With 12v Light 
Striping—$15.00 pr O Black 
O Bag Mounts—$22.95 








Std Sz—$119.50 O King Sz—$129.50 ............ 
White GON; ee 
O Bag Guards 一 8$24.95 ... 0.0000 





CITY, STATE, ZIP 


TELEPHONE ( ) 
D $2.00—Send me complete Bates Catalogs including Leather Samples 



































“Why did i buy BMW? 
Look, I’ve got better things to do with my weekends 
than jerk around with wrenches in some garage.” 


Ask the average American cyclist what 
he thinks of when you say BMW, and he'll most 
likely answer “Oh, shaft drive, reliable, well-made, 
German” 

Ask the same guy why he thinks the BMW 
is well-made and reliable, and he probably 
can't tell you. 

So we will. Were doing this because we 
think guys who ride should know everything 
they can about what they ride. 

From the beginning, BMW motorcycles 
have been built to a unique design concept. 

We build our machines light for performance 
and handling, we keep them simple for relia- 
bility, and we build them very carefully. Our flat 
twin, our shaft drive, our long-travel suspension: 
all are designed to give you smooth, reliable 
performance. And time has proven them right. 

But exactly how do we build bikes better? 
Here's an example: where the largest stresses 





occur in the frame, we use tubing that's oval in 
=] cross section. That way, 
the tubing can have the 
| strength of a big tuke, 
but still be a light, small 
tube. It costs more to fabri- 
is cate oval tube frames, but 

it a a E much stronger for its size. So 
BMW does it. 

Of course, how the frames are joined is 
as important to frame z 
strength as how theyre 
shaped. So we pay 28 
highly-skilled welders very 
high wages to assemble 
our frames by hand. Check 
the welds on a BMW 
against most mass-pro- 
duced bikes, and you'll see he difference. 

Want another example? Our fiberglass 











- fenders. People were outraged when we 
switched to fiberglass, told us we were cutting 
corners. But we were really cutting weight. And 


giving riders a fender that won't ever dent, bend, 


or rust. (And, to tell you the truth, that fiberglass 
fender costs us more than the metal one did.) 
Lightness is an obsession with us. Com- 
pare the weight of a BMW against other bikes 
of its capacity, and you'll be amazed. (Our R90S, 
for example, is close to 100 pounds lighter than 
one of the most sought after superbikes.) It's 
easier and cheaper for a company to build 


heavy. But it doesn't make for a better motorcycle. 


Each and every BMW that comes off our 
line is tested. First, each engine is dyno-tested 
for one quarter hour. Tuned. Set up. Then, each 
bike runs on a test bed. 

With a rider sitting on it 

to test all functions. 

Finally, our factory riders 

take each machine out 

for a fast trip down our : 

test track. Just to make sure eniin s exactly 
right. And it better be, because these guys take 


each and every bike up to something like 70 
mph, right off the line. (You have to be very 
confident of the way you put machines together 
to do that, and we are.) 

The BMW. Most people have the impres- 
sion it's the better bike, because it really is. It's 
made better. Designed better. And gives those 
who ride it a better feeling, a unique ċonfidence: 
that their bike will always go, and go, and go. 
Fast. Fun. With no nonsense. Sure, it's expen- 
sive. But, as with most things, you do get exactly 
what you pay for. (Which means you end up 
paying less in the long run.) 

The BMW. See the entire line at your local 
dealer. You'll find him in the Yellow Pages. U.S. 
Importer: Butler & Smith Inc., Norwood, NJ. 
07648/Compton, CA 90220. In Canada, BMW 
Motorcycle Distributors, Ontario, 

Canada. European delivery 
plans available. 


50 years of building the world’s finest motore: ycles 
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Things for Spenders, Large and Small 


Silicon Fork Oil: Latest lubricant from 
Freedom Products is their specially for- 
mulated silicon fork fluid. Main feature of 
the silicon fork fluid is its ability to main- 
tain a near-constant viscosity despite 
changes in temperature. Silicon also re- 
sists the excessive foaming common with 
petroleum oils. A molybdenum compound 
is mixed with the Freedom Silicon fork 





oil to reduce friction between stanchion 
and slider. This new fork oil comes in a 
large 16-ounce can with a graduated top 
for measuring. Suggested list is $2.98. 
Available from your dealer. Further infor- 
mation available from Freedom Industries, 
13930 Stansbury, Detroit, Mich. 48227. 

CIRCLE NO. 1 READERS SERVICE PAGE 


M.C.M. Catalog: From one of the oldest 
accessory distributors in motorcycling 
comes the new M.C.M. Manufacturing 
catalog. Included in the 32 pages is a 
wide array of handlebars, exhaust sys- 
tems, mufflers and sundry -other acces- 
sories. Of note to collectors and re- 
builders is the availability of pipes and 
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mufflers for classics such as BSA Gold 
Stars and Matchless G80s as well as other 
hard-to-locate items. In their 35th year, 
M.C.M. offers guaranteed satisfaction of 
their products. Cost of catalog is $1.50. 
Available from M.C.M. Manufacturing, 601 
S. East Street, Anaheim, California 92805. 
CIRCLE NO. 7 READERS SERVICE PAGE 
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Cafe Rear Sets: An interesting approach 
to simplified rear set pegs comes from 
Dick’s Cycle West. Rather than using 
large plates and extensive hardware to 
mount, these rear sets simply attach to 
a tubular frame member. The center 
blocks are made from 6061-T6 aluminum. 
The levers are cast 356-T6 aluminum. 





Rear brake actuation is accomplished by 
the use of a rod rather than a cable. All 
hardware is included. Suggested list is 
$75.00. Available from your dealer or 
Dick’s Cycle West, 304 Agostino Rd., San 
Gabriel, California, 91766. ADCW catalog 
costs $1.00. 

CIRCLE NO. 2 READERS SERVICE PAGE 


Touring Kit: For the road rider who desires 
products based on solid experience, 
Wixom Brothers offer a handsome touring 
kit. Their frame-mounted fairing is at- 
tached to the chassis rather than the 
steering assembly to arrest potential 
weaving or wobbling. The fairing includes 
covered storage compartments, built-in 
wiring for the headlamp and turn signals 
and a tall, distortion-free plexiglass wind- 
screen. To match the fairing Wixom also 





makes matching saddlebags and a rear 
travel case. All these components are 
made of hand-crafted fiberglass and come 
in black, white or primer. Pin striping and 
crash bars are optional. Available for most 
road bikes from your dealer. The fairing 
lists for $239.00, the travel cases for 
$119.50 and the travel case for $69.50. 
Information available from Wixom 
Brothers, 1637 E. Burnett Ave., Long 
Beach, Calif. 90806. 

CIRCLE NO. 5 READERS SERVICE PAGE 


Koni Seal Kit: Because factory rebuilding 
parts for Konis are not generally available, 
Number One Products has developed a 
domestically-made seal kit. Their Koni 
anti-leak kit includes new aluminum caps, 
pressed-in seals and O-rings. The alumi- 
num cap has machined flats to allow in- 
stallation with a common wrench. Com- 





plete instructions are included, and the 
kit fits all 11.9, 12.4, 12.9 and 13.4-inch 
Konis. Suggested list is $14.95. Aseal and 
O-ring only kit is available for $5.95. 
Available from your dealer, or contact 
Number One Products, 11509 Bexley Dr., 
Whittier, California 90606 for further in- 
formation. 

CIRCLE NO. 3 READERS SERVICE PAGE 


Engineering Manual: Here is a publication 
that every rider, mechanic and race tuner 
should have on their work bench. NGK’s 
36-page engineering manual on spark 
plugs and ignition systems contains both 
fundamental and engineering-level copy 
and diagrams. Included are fundamentals 
of spark plug design, characteristics and 
maintenance. Chapters describe spark 
plug types, structure, symbol explana- 
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ENGINEERING MANUAL FOR 


SPARK PLUGS 


MOK SPARK PLUG CO.LTD. 





tions, thermal and electrical charac- 
teristics, plug analysis and more. Copy 
is backed up with cut-away drawings, 
charts and color photos. The list price 
of $1.00 covers handling and postage. 
Available from NGK Spark Plugs, 12511 
Beatrice St., Los Angeles, California. 
90066. 


CIRCLE NO. 9 READERS SERVICE PAGE 
CYCLE 





Introducing 


More and More 


Here it is. More. 

The first 120mm cigarette. Awhole 
new look. A whole new feel. A whole 
new length. 

And what’s more, More is avail- 
able in your choice of regular filter or 
menthol. 

But either way, it’s More. 

Long, lean and burnished brown, 
More looks like more, it tastes like 
more, yet it’s surprisingly mild. 

More smokes slower too, yet draws 
easy for more enjoyment. (Which gives 
you more time for those relaxing 








And More gives you over 50% 
more puffs than a 100mm cigarette. But 
More doesn’t cost more. 

If you swing towards menthol 
More, you'll find that More Menthol 
gives you more coolness, more tobacco 
enjoyment. 

More Menthol starts with a blast 
and cruises you through the longest, 
slowest-burning, coolest-smoking expe- 
rience you’ve ever had. 

More. And More Menthol. They 
sit neat in your hand like they were 
made for it and fit your face like they 





moments.) pa zaa found a home. 
se More| Moree 
experience. 


| cooling blast. 





A 
LLJ 
aS 
pa 
LLJ 
oZ 
L 
g 
© 
aa 
Lid 
a 
za 


eee ee The first 120mm cigarette. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 





Filter, Menthol: 21 mg. “tar”, 1.6 mg. nicotine—av. per cigarette by FTC method. 








“Td rather switch 
than fight? 


“Tm Bruce McDougal. I ride motocross. In fact, I was runnerup in 
the AMA National 125cc Series last year, riding for Somebody Else. And Id 
probably still be riding for Somebody Else except for a new Yamaha called the 
YZ125 Monocross. I ran against that bike in the last two Nationals of last year 
and I got beat both times. 

“Tf you can't beat ‘em, join em. And that’s just what I did. I'll be 
riding the YZ125 this year. And I'll tell you something about that Yamaha 
monoshock: You can just let the other guys fight for the smooth line. You take 
the fastest line, I don't care how terrible it is. You have 195mm of front stroke 
and over six inches of rear stroke going for you. You don't feel the bangs. You 
don't feel the bumps. You run away. 

“Same thing with the rough sweepers. You don't shut the YZ125 
off. You take it through in third or fourth. Practically flat out. You have that 
long travel going for you. You have that single shock keeping your rear wheel 
right in line. Youre not sliding, or high-siding. You're not fighting the bike. 
You are running away. 

“Jumps are a joy. The YZ125 comes down straight, and it comes 
down soft. Torque is excellent. The YZ125 has the same close-ratio six-speed 
boxas the factory racers. And it has over 20% more ee than the 
bike Iran against last year. The YZ has d 
more everything right up and 
down the line. 

“Would I buy a YZ125 


Monocross? Sure. I'd rather win 


than lose’ a oe a aN 
“Td buy aYamaha’ 
uya a. 


CIRCLE NO. 26 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. Someday, youll Own a Yamaha. 
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Inviolate Gas Cap 


After searching the marketplace for an 
inexpensive lock for my ’72 CB 500’s gas 
tank cap and finding that anything wear- 
ing the word ‘‘motorcycle’’ was unjus- 
tifiably and grossly overpriced, | set my 
own mechanical imagination to work and 
came out with an extremely simple, very 
inexpensive and efficient locking device 
for under one dollar. 

You'll need the following parts: 

1. one 2” x 9/32" bolt 
2. one #9 Master mini lock 

File down 1/32” to 1/16” at a distance 
1/2" from the end of the bolt on both 
sides in order to create a flat surface on 
the end. Next, drill a 5/32” hole close 
to the flattened end of the bolt on the 
filed surface. Presto, you have yourself 
a gas cap lock by simply inserting the bolt 
under the rear of the cap between the 
neck and the cap clasp and sliding the 
lock into the hole at the end of the bolt. 
That’s all there is to it. It works on the 
principle that you cannot push the clasp 
down in order to open the cap. 

Terence G. Curtin 
Dover, Delaware 


DOG, BLEAT, DOG 

Suzuki T500 owners, gather round. | 
have owned a 500 since ’73 and not long 
after | purchased it | installed a set of 
front “bumpers” or archaically, “crash 
bars.” When | did this, it caused the horn 
to stick out and occasionally bang the 
front fender. After numerous hours of 
deep thought on the throne in my inner 
sanctum, | re-examined the problem and 
came up with the following solution: 

1. Unbolt the horn from the bottom of 

the metal hangers. 

2. Unbolt the metal hangers from the 
frame. 

3. Examine these very closely and de- 
cide whether to throw them in the 
garbage or put them in your junk 
box. 

4. Save the hanger bolt and washers. 
They might come in handy someday. 

5. Bolt the horn onto the frame where 
the hanger was. 

Result? a new improved product. Much 
louder and more effective. The dog on 
my street nearly suffered a cardiac arrest 
when he tried to eat my front tire after 
my alteration. I’m also sorry that Suzuki 
didn’t make that little alteration them- 
selves this year. 

Next: | am now the proud owner of a 
"75 Suzuki 750. | have been noticing the 
Honda 750’s lately that “beep” when they 
go around turns. After some close inves- 
tigation and stalking with my new North 
Stars, | found out for why the “beep”. 

Since my 750 is not equipped with such 
JULY 1975 


a contraption and | thought it was such 
a neat idea, | returned to my inner sanc- 
tum to meditate. | had previously acquired 
a GM seat belt buzzer that someone had 
parted with before being taken to the 
insane asylum. | knew this would have 
an intricate part in my scheme. | then 
obtained the wiring diagram for Suzie and 
traced the two wires from the signal 
flasher to the headlight. | tapped into 
these wires and connected the buzzer 
and Presto! Seat belt buzzer turns into 
signal light buzzer! Now, I'll have to return 
to the sanctum to figure out how to mount 
the thing on an appropriate part of my 
handlebars. ; 
Maybe some of your learned fans could 
come up with a solution. If | do, lII let 
you know. 
Len Babin 
Woodstock, N.B., Canada 


GROOVY BRAKES 

When | am riding and my brakes get 
wet, | have hardly any stopping power at 
all, which scares me. So | thought about 
how tires have grooves in them to channel 
water away from the tire. And | did the 
same thing with my brake shoes. | filed 
two evenly spaced “V” notches in my 
brake shoes to channel the water off of 
them. And it works great. My brakes dried 
out twice as fast as they used to, and 
have more stopping power when wet. 

If the vibration of your bike adjusts your 
brake and clutch levers for you; a simple 
solution is to cut off a two-inch wide piece 
of bicycle tube (like a fat rubber band) 
and put it over your handle bars and your 
lever adjusting nut. The pressure from the 
rubber band will keep your levers in 
proper adjustment. 

Use the plastic top off of a one-pound 
coffee can to seal the top of an open oil 
can. It will keep dirt out of the fresh oil 
and will be very handy if the can is acci- 
dentally tipped over. 

Pat Welke 
Warren, Ohio 


WORDS FOR THE 
WOODS DUFFER 

For those with 1974 or earlier OSSAS 
who are tired of running into things be- 
cause of the lousy brakes, here’s the 
cure. 

Get a Yamaha MX front hub, complete 
with spokes, but no axle. You can use 
your own. This is a strictly bolt in swap. 
No machining is required. Simply remove 
the old stuff & spend a happy evening 
lacing the hub into your rim. The fork legs 
have to be switched side for side or the 
anchor strap will be on the wrong side. 


Position the wheel on the bike and drill 
a hole in the backing plate for the anchor. 
Make sure that the brake arm does not 
hit the bottom of the fork. Now bolt the 
whole works together and you're done. 
You now have a brake that will lock up 
the wheel if you want, and sometimes if 
you don’t want, if you’re used to your old 
brake. Also, it’s about 5 Ibs lighter than 
the stocker. The whole works can be had 
for about $75.00. 

As for the rear, get rid of that cable. 
It's no big deal to make a rod setup, but 
this will require some cutting & welding 
to the transverse rod & moving the side- 
stand. File some grooves in the brake 
shoes to siphon the water out and it will 
work OK. 

Did you know that Yamaha makes a 
fantastic 250 play bike? No, not the over- 
weight enduros but the TY 250. This bike 
can be made into a great woods/play/ 
riding/generally having fun with/bike with 
only.a few minor changes. However, it’s 
not.a “motocrosser with lights” so it'll 
probably never catch on. 

Here’s how to go about it. 

Yamaha has a full size seat available 
as an option. Get this, and also a set of 
knobby tires. My dealer made this swap 
at no charge. Most dealers will probably 
do the same. 

Get a different set of handlebars. The 
stockers may be OK for the trials but not 
for anything else. They’re very uncom- 
fortable when sitting down. A quick throt- 
tle helps too. 

The footpegs have to be lowered. Don’t 
panic, you won't have to weld to that thin 
chromoly frame. Use a piece of 1” x 1” 
x 3/16” x 1-1" angle iron. Cut one of 
the legs about 1” from the ends, down 
to the fillet. Bend this up to approximately 
a 45° angle. Mount the stock pegs on the 
upturned ends and mount the whole 
works on the skid plate lugs on the frame. 
This will move the pegs approximately 2% 
inches down and forward which makes 
the bike downright comfortable. You'll 
have to cut off the old mounts or they'll 
dig into your ankles. 

There you have it, a bike that’s just as 
comfortable & legal as “Enduro” type 
bikes, weighs just 215 Ibs., and will out- 
maneuver anything short of a pure trialer. 

The only thing you’re giving away is a 
rather smallish gas tank and a little top 
speed, but then not everybody wants to 
go 70 mph in the dirt. Some of us like 
to ride slow and pop wheelies and bump 
over logs and ride through the woods and 
fallin creeks and......... 

Bill Meerhof 
Comstock Park, Michigan 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Itching, 
chafing, 
rash, 


excessive perspiration, 
irritation, 


in the groin area, 


could be 


Jock 





Whether you’re suffering from 
the bothersome symptoms, or Jock 
Itch (Tinea cruris), you should be 
using Cruex® Medicated Spray-On 
Powder. MEDICATED 

Cruex provides fast relief. It 
soothes itchy, inflamed skin. Ab- 
sorbs perspiration. Helps cushion 
against further irritation. And, 
because it’s medicated, Cruex is 
strong enough to help prevent the 
fungous infection that can develop 
when these annoying symptoms 
are improperly treated. 

Since Cruex is a spray-on 
powder: it penetrates into hard-to- 
reach places... you avoid the 
messiness of creams, ointments, 
and powders...and you eliminate 


By the makers of Desenex® 


the pain of rubbing, dabbing, or = Naos f 


smearing on to sore, inflamed skin. 
Get relief—fast. Avoid embarrassing itch, too. 
With Cruex. Soothing, cooling Cruex. 


Cruex 


Guaranteed to work, or your money back from the manufacturer. 
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HOT-LIPS COLUCCI 

| have a solution on how to easily main- 
tain the level in your battery cells. 

| wonder how many people go to the 
trouble of removing the battery because 
they didn’t have a funnel skinny enough 
or long enough to reach the cell holes. 
My method is slow but sure and it costs 
nothing. Use an ordinary drinking straw 
and put in the water you are going to use 
(it is better to use distilled water). When 
ready, use the straw (the longer the bet- 
ter) as if you were going to drink the 
water. Suck up the water into the straw 
and remove it from the water leaving your 
mouth on the straw. The water will not 
leave the straw unless you take your 
mouth off of it. Now place the straw in 
the cell hole needing filling and let the 
water out of the straw. Repeat until you 
have the desired level. 

| suppose you think I’m crazy because 
you have a funnel that easily reaches all 
of your cell holes. Well, if you do, you’re 
lucky and I’m crazy. However, if you don't 
have a funnel and can’t find one, you have 
one now. 

This method can also be worked in 
reverse. | bet many of you who had to 
fill your battery to its correct level, overdid 
it a few times. How did you get the water 
out? If you use my method, it won’t be 
such a hassle the next time you overfill 
it. Just stick the straw in the cells that 
were overfilled and suck the water up the 
straw. Remove the straw from the cell 
(keeping your mouth on the straw) and 
then let the water out. Repeat until the 
level is correct. 

Michael Colucci 

Providence, Rhode Island 

Ed. note: With the second part of his tip, 

Mr. Colucci offers not only a cure for 
over-filled batteries, but for blaugh-breath 
and maybe even breathing. Don’t do it. 


HOLDINGEST HELMET HOLDER 

This tip can save a lot of grief and help 
you get through the day without being had 
by your local rip-off artist. 

Forget about locking your helmet(s) by 
the D ring to the hooks some bikes have 
under the seat. Get down to a bicycle 
dealer and buy a short, thin locking cable 
with a pick-proof lock. The one | have 
cost about $5.00. Now drill a hole about 
pin diameter in your helmet, in the back 
near the bottom. Cut away the padding 
inside with a razor blade. Wrap the whole 
affair in electricians’ tape to keep it from 
scratching the bike. With this you can 
keep five or six helmets safe from anyone 
except the man with a set of bolt cutters 
in his pocket. This has worked for me for 
three years. 

Mike Bryan 
Dearfield Beach, Florida 


THE OLD COLBY-MALYSZKO 
TRICK 
While blistering down one of the East’s 
premier motorcycle roads, the Skyline 
Drive, it became time for me and my friend 
Colby to tune our bikes. | expected him 
to have a timing bulb (like the last trip) 
(Continued on page 20) 
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High Alumina 
Ceramics— 
gives better heat 
dissipation and 
electrical 
insulation. 


Nickel Alloy Tip— 


Ribs— : 
eliminate flash 
over. 


More Gaskets — 
insure a 


i) better seal. 


q 





Deep-seated 
eee Copper Core 一 


AZ gives wider 
Cr heat range. 
( More Space 
and Longer Nose — 


— prevents fouling 
and misfiring. 





gives longer life. — W 1: 


SPARK 
PLUGS 


FOR A LONG AND ZAPPY LIFE 


All the good stuff in NGK 
spark plugs adds up to one 
thing: more go. That 
includes easy starting out 
on the trail on cold morn- 
ings, resistance to load up 
and high speed misfire. And 
like our slogan says: A long 
and zappy life. 

The copper core's at the 
heart of it. Copper dissi- 
pates heat about five times 
faster than conventional iron 
core plugs. And you know 
how copper conducts elec- 
tricity. 

A long-nosed insulator with 
a swirl-clean tip burns off 
carbon and fights fouling. 
High grade ceramic and a 
special nickel alloy tip help 
keep NGKs firing for extra 


NGK SPARK PLUGS (U.S.A.), INC. 


12511 Beatrice Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 


CIRCLE NO. 40 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


MOST BIKES COME WITH NGKS 
BECAUSE THEY GO. 





With a wide heat range that 
delivers top performance in 
all weather and driving con- 
ditions, it’s no wonder that 
NGK spark plugs are first 
choice as original equip- 
ment in Japanese bikes. 
Ditto in a great majority of 
all bikes sold in North Amer- 
ica. Plus being the top sell- 
ing Japanese plug in the US 
and Canada, and the fore- 
most plug made in Japan. 

A world-wide track, road 
and trail record for durabil- 
ity makes NGKs ideal for 
your kind of riding. Put a 
new set of standard or slim 
tip V-type NGKs in your road 
or dirt bike today. Especially 
if its on one of the few that 
didn’t come with NGKs in 
the first place. 








CIRCLE NO. 57 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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THE WIXOM 
FRAME-MOUNTED 
FAIRING 


THE ULTIMATE 


IN TOURING 
COMFORT... 


For over ten years Wixom Brothers has 
been building the most thoroughly engi- 
neered frame-mounted fairings available 
for racing and special applications. Now. 
for your touring comfort and convenience. 
Wixom Brothers presents a new and 
beautiful frame-mounted touring fairing. 

Aerodynamically shaped to protect you 
and your passenger from wind and cold. 
Road tested and designed to improve the 
stability. handling and performance of your 
motorcycle. Executed in the finest materials 
for handsome finish and long life. The ulti- 
mate in touring comfort and convenience. 

The new Wixom frame-mounted fairing 
includes covered storage compartments, 
DOT-approved turnsignals and sidelights 
as standard equipment. It is entirely pre- 
wired and supplied with quick-connect loom 
and provision for additional accessories. 
Your have a choice of windscreens to suit 
your height. And. optional safety bars that 
plug into the handsome chrome mounting 
hardware are also available. 

The Wixom frame-mounted fairing is the 
latest addition to a complete line of sculp- 
tured fairings and matching travelcases 
and saddlebags known as The Wixom Sys- 
tem. When you've got the motorcycle, 
Wixom's got The System. 


“The Wixom System’ 
Send $1.00 for 1975 Catalog. 


WIXOM BROS, INC. 


1637 East Burnett Avenue 
Long Beach, California 90806 
(213) 426-0485 
CM-775 





but this time he was riding a Norton Com- 
mando—no light necessary. So after a 
modicum of thought, | decided that the 
12-volt high beam indicator bulb would 
do the trick. | just took out my Honda 450’s 
headlight, pulled out the indicator bulb’s 
leads, and plugged them back in after 
timing the engine. 

Pretty clever, eh? It was Colby’s idea 
to use the bulb. But it was my idea to 
send in the tip. 

Michael Malyszko 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


NEITHER FOG NOR MUD 

I'd like to give you two bits of informa- 
tion I’ve found very useful. 

The first is if your face shield, glasses, 
etc., fog, take a dry bar of soap and make 
a large “X” on the surface that fogs. 
Then, using a paper towel, wipe it around 
on the surface until it is no longer visible. 
This will work for 3-4 weeks, keeping all 
fog away. 

The second is about mud. If your engine 
collects mud, and you have a single- 
cradle frame, take a screen (%-inch is 
fine) and cut it as high as the front of 
the engine but twice as wide. Then fold 
the screen in half the short way so that 
it is the same size as the front of the 
engine, and using cable ties (2 at the 
least) attach the screen to the cradle bar. 
For double cradle frames, cut the screen 
large enough to fit over the cradle bars. 
then attach it to the frame. 

Kenneth Huffines 
Stone Mountain, Georgia 


HAPPY TRAIL(ER)S 

What with vacation time being here, 
many of us will be traveling by automobile 
to our favorite vacation spots, where 
wooner or later everyone will be regretting 
that their motorcycles have been left be- 
hind. The problem is that there is really 
no such thing as aserviceable motorcycle 
trailer, particularly for larger bikes. There 
is a solution. Snowmobile trailers are eas- 
ily available and have the unique advan- 
tage of being tiltable so that a heavy bike 
can be rolled onto or off of them without 
the need of a ramp. (Lighter bikes, of 
course, can simply be lifted and placed 
on whatever trailer is at hand.) It is easy 
to convert this type of small flatbed trailer 
into a simple, customized motorcycle 
trailer that can accommodate a bike 
heavier than a 350—anything up to a big 
Harley. We trailed a Honda 500/4 for a 
distance of almost 2000 miles without the 
least bit of difficulty, either in traveling or 
loading or unloading. After just a bit of 
practice, we were able to load in less than 
four minutes and unload in less than two. 
The idea is based on securing the bike 
in two built up slots, one for each wheel. 
The front wheel is positioned in a rigid 
slot-like structure. The back slot is rigid 
only when traveling and is so designed 
that it collapses or folds away to permit 
the bike to be rolled into or out of the 
front slot. Even the heaviest bikes can 
be loaded without difficulty, yet held se- 





curely when the rear slot is “restruc- 
tured”. With the aid of four luggage straps 
(96” in length) to anchor the bike tightly 
front and rear, our Honda 500 was a 
welcome companion on our long journey. 
Richard Sturchio 

South Agremont. Maine 


THE SPORTY 

The Harley Davidson Sportster has cast 
iron cylinders and heads that don’t dis- 
sipate heat as well as aluminum alloys 
found on most modern engines. This fact, 
coupled with a cylinder layout that permits 
the front cylinder to partially block off the 
flow of cooling air to the rear cylinder, 
makes for an engine that does not cool 
as well as it could. In fact, cruising at 
freeway speeds for extended periods, and 
in one of the warmer parts of the country, 
the engine faces serious damage from 
over-heating. |’ve found that the installa- 
tion of one of Lockhart’s Oil Coolers will 
greatly reduce oil temperature (Some- 
where in the neighborhood of 40-60 de- 
grees) and therefore increase engine life 
and performance. 

Installation of this type of cooler is really 
quite easy and well worth the effort. Since 
the rear cylinder head does run a tad 
warmer, it sometimes pays to run the next 
cooler plug in the rear cylinder, each 
engine runs different and this may or may 
not be needed. 

For those of you who don’t know it, all 
Harley-Davidson spark plugs are made by 
Champion Spark Plug Co. If you don’t like 
the price Harley asks for their plugs just 
remember that Champion #UJ 12 Y is 
the same plug as a Harley 3-4, and 
Champ. #H8 equals #4 Harley Plug. 

This last tip for your “Sporty” concerns 
the rear fender. On 1974 and later models 
the factory supplies alarms that double 
as license plate holders, a good idea but 
poorly executed. The extra weight tacked 
on to the rear fender only tends to amplify 
any vibration back there, and the fender 
will crack in short order. Now the factory 
has become aware of this problem, and 
each dealer has been given some plates 
to be bolted on the underside of these 
fenders. These reinforcing plates already 
conform to the underside of the fender 
and bolt right on. They are given to the 
owners of 1974 models and later, free. 
Just ask for them. The 1973 and earlier 
models already have this brace riveted 
to the fender, so you don’t need one. 

Allmotorcycles vibrate, some more than 
others, but all do. This vibration tends to 
chafe or wear away the insulation on your 
bike’s wiring harness, and when worn 
through to the wire itself, your bike shorts 
out. What | do to stop this is to cover 
any wire or wires that come in contact 
with any kind of sharp edges with shrink 
fit tubing. This tubing comes in a variety 
of diameters and it’s not too expensive. 
Just cover your bike’s wires with it, take 
a match or propane torch and heat it, the 
tubing itself will shrink up to 50 percent 
in diameter. 

Charles S. Bennett 
Azusa, California © 
CYCLE 



































T= ae soles 


Su 










Jim Pomeroy | 
wins with 
Pennzoil 


Winning an International Grand Prix is the 
ultimate goal of every competition-minded 
motocross rider and something weekend 
riders dream about. In Grand Prix motocross, 
the world’s best riders on the finest machinery 
battle for the World Championship. Jim 
Pomeroy outran the world’s best to win the 
Grand Prix of Belgium and firmly establish 
himself as America’s top rider. He is the only 
American to ever win a Grand Prix. And 

this was his second. 
Jim's factory prepared 
Bultaco 250 gets win- 
ning engine protec- 
tion from Pennzoil 
2-Stroke Motorcycle 
Oil. To compete 

with the best, you 
need the best, that's 
why Jim insists on 
Pennzoil. Take a 

tip from America’s 
top motocross 

rider, racing or 
pleasure...when 
what you ride is worth 
caring for, Pennzoil is 
worth asking for. Pennzoil 
2-Stroke, 4-Stroke and new 
Injector Oil are available at your 
favorite motorcycle dealer. 


Sate Lubricaieg 





PENNZOIL COMPANY Oil City, Pennsylvania 
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HONDA of MIN EOLA PATCH CORNER More patches and decals shown in catalog 


0 inches 2 4 6 8 10 


12 Scale for measuring patchs! size 











| No. 43 — $1.00 








Red, Black, White 











ar 


No. 28 — $3.50 
Blue, Red, Black, Gold 


No. 61 — $1.00 
Blue, Red, Black, Gold 





Wo. 17 — $1.50 
Red, White, Blue, Black 


RIDES A 


No. 47 — $1.00 
Red, White, Blue 











No. 59 — $1.00 
Red, Gold, Black, Silver 
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No.5 — $1.50 


Blue, Green, Black, White 





No. 22 — $1.50 
Red, Blue, Black, White 


Ì =e Also 
or, j : aoe HONDA Sanabiles 
rj j 550, 750, 750 350 
Bas SL-76, XR-75, 500 
a No. 10 — $1.00 x No. 56 — $1.00 = 
No. 38 — $1.00 No. 33 — $1.00 Reg, white, Blue 46250, Red, Black, White pe AB — S100 


Red, White, Blue Red, White, Blue, Black 
5% discount on orders of 3 or more patches 


Red, White, Blue 


Use Order Form on facing page E> 
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dii CE WAN e Industries 。 13930 Stansbury 。 Detroit, Michigan 48227 。 (313) 273-6250 





















































TA NEW — GIVE YOUR ENGINE THE BEST! 7 
HORSEPOWER Competition { 
i i i Street Get 1 
Ultra-High Protective Film Strength or : oN 
一 Cool Running—Clean Burning— Your Bike Up! hy! A 
smn FREEDOM GOLD Has It All. GET THE i, A 
The Nole S Ne SPM  BEST—FREEDOM A 
syntet aditives ee GOLD p! S Web ay Bi i 
form d VSepow 
C Tower Operating T \T UP: Iy a 
Ped “mum Temp 
tection f smokeless Get It At 
Pea Egine No Carbon Your Dealer Or Write 
Concentr e Deposits e 
conos eae Race Proven hee 
5 Gallons Try FREEDOM 
foe Mo aa SILICON 
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OIL COOLERS AND HIGH PERFORMANCE CAMS 


FOR THE HONDA CB750 


NDA 750 
OIL COOLER 


No Horn 
Relocation. 


Skin Packed— 


Counter Display 


Retail 
Price $39.50 


HONDA 750 
CAMS 

Three 
Computer 
Designed 
Performance 
Grinds, 


Retail 
Price $102.50 


All Products Warranteed 100% Against Defects in Material Or Workmanship 


cal 


ANDREWS PRODUCTS, INC. 


9872 FARRAGUT STREET @ ROSEMONT. ILLINOIS 60018 
312/678-4014 
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EDITORIAL Continued from page 4 


whether they’re entered for the first time 
or are long-time competitors. 

1 might embarrass myself. That’s im- 
possible. Racers have respect for other 
racers, and if you show up and partici- 
pate, you’re a racer, and you’ll be re- 
spected for it—by your competitors and 
your street-riding friends. Besides, no-one 
expects you to go fast your first race, or 
even your first season. All you are ex- 
pected to do is circulate in the proper 
direction around the track and try not to 
dive-bomb into the concession stand. 
Again, if you engage in street racing on 
a regular basis, you’ll most likely be sur- 
prised how controllable and orderly real 
racing can be, and how comprehensible. 
A corner is a corner, after all, and the 
more times you go through it the easier 
it gets. 

| would have to go through a big licens- 
ing hassle. Not true. You can usually buy 
one when you sign up. With the CMC 
(Continental Motosport Club) and the 
AFM and the ERA (Eastern Racing Asso- 
ciation), you won’t need a physical. 
Others we don’t know about, but you 
probably won't need a physical to race 
with them either. 

I couldn't use my bike on the street at 
all. Wrong. A little safety wiring and pull 
off the stands and tape the headlight and 
taillight—that’s all. Stands can be bolted 
back in place, and tape can be removed. 
Zap! A street scooter. 

If you think I’m trying to encourage you 
to involve yourself with your local racing 
club or the club that’s closest to you, 
you're right. Believe me when | say formal 
(or even informal) racing on a genuine 
flag-marshalled, ambulance-attended 
and traffic-controlled track is safer than 
what you’re doing now. Believe me when 
| tell you that it’s rewarding on many 
planes, that it’s stimulating and that it'll 
improve you as a motorcyclist and as a 
street rider. Believe me when | tell you 
that a little winning and a little losing is 
more fun than a lot of non-winning and 
non-losing. And believe me when | tell you 
that you ought to at least explore it 
once—you owe it to yourself, to your folks, 
to your motorcycle, and to the guy in the 
car that might otherwise have to scrape 
you Off his grille. 

—Cook Neilson 
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DELUXE HELMET CHIN CUP Fully padded. Lock- 

in lugs prevent slippage. Ends hanging strap HANDLEBAR EXTENDERS For all 

ends. White or black $1.95 Hondas. Also fit Z-1 Kawasaki and 
B 750 Yamaha. Move handle bars 

back to comfortable riding posi- 

tion without changing cables, 

brake hose or wiring. $16.95 


AF-T-RELEASE 
for HELMETS 


Quick release that works like a miniature 
Seat belt. Polished metal. Replaces your 
“D" rings easily.$2.49 





s IES 

SISSY BAR CARRY-ALL LUGGAGE Fits all bars, 
on-off in a jiffy. Double lined, heavy duty 
vinyl, full zipper enclosure. Waterproof. 2- 
strap carry-handle, use as hand luggage. 
22” high. Black or antique brown. $29.95 


A- Ruck Sack—Adjustable straps, 
fits shoulder or back. Flexible B — Stuffer Bag — 10” diameter, 













HONDA SWITCH-UP KIT Fits all Hondas. 
Move ignition switch up. Do it yourself 
in minutes. With hinged protective cover. 
Mounting bracket, new switch, two keys 








wd > 
sides. 10”x12”x41⁄2”. Over- 17” long. Holds two helmets THERMO-CHEM OIL COOLER and extended harness. List year and model. 


AS 





lapping flap for extra weather- and clothing. Travels securely. For 4.cylinder Hondas Complete kit $19.95 
ante. oe Mi Blue, Pie sen eat Heavy aty $9.95 350F, 400F, 500/550, 750. 
ack... $9. slings. Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $9. Prevents oil breakdown, : z 
RE p io Gastank ee rh gag “DO-IT-YOURSELF” 
C — Super Stuffer — 21” long, — Tank Bag — Straps to Gas tank; and efficiency. All alumi- TUNING T 
12” PR All features, ai 12”x10”x5”. Topside map pocket num, 50” of tubing. Built-in 4 GOOL 
“piggy back” pouch. and personal effects pouch. Heavy duty bypass prevents wet sump- 4-VACUUM GAUGE SET 


Red, Yellow, Blue, Black sling for take-along convenience. ing in cold weather. $49.95 


NEW 3-WAY WRENCH $13.95 Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $14.95 


For Honda & Kawasaki 


3 most popular metric bolt sizes All 4 cylinder. With 4 con- 
(10, 12, 14mm) all on one sturdy š F trollable dampening 
wrench. Useful, efficient space- COMPLETE SET — All four bags in matching colors. ý valves. For synchroniz- 
saver .. $4.95 Red, Yellow, Blue, Black . . . $47.00 Apparel & Accessories ing carburetors $44.95 





HONDA-YAMAHA-KAWASAKI 


tp, NEW! GAS CAP LOCK 
Se For all Honda flip cap 
models, all years. Can 
be used with new fuel 
gauge (Honda only). 
人 Heavy duty. 2 keys. 
4 ‘Easy to install. . . 









~- ~ 的 
MX GRIPS VINYL COMP GRIPS GRAN TURISMO AIR-CUSHION GRIP i Lock and 2 keys $9.95 
Non-slipping ridged rubber Minimize handlebar vibration. Vibration-free riding. For Honda. 
grips for instant, sure throttle Slip over standard grips. Gold, Blue, Black or Red. 
control. Set of 2 — $3.49 Black only . Set of 2—$3.49 set of 2 — $2.98 





ay hi 

NEW! FUEL GAUGE Fits 
all Honda flip cap models; all 
years. Also Yamaha '75’s (road) 
and Kawasaki ’75’s (road). Easy 
to install $14.95 








MARQUIS SEAT For Honda 350 & 450 sidehinge; 
350F, 360, 500/550, 750. Also Yamaha 500, 650. 
Covers helmet holders on late model Hondas. Fits 
custom or stock. Durable Naugahyde seat has 14” 
steel reinforced back. No additional support needed. 
1” to 3” lower than standard. 
Black or Dark Brown ... $89.95 





Also available without back $72.50 


NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. 
Fully adjustable with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. Zippered change 





Al 


pouch. 4 sizes: S-M-L-XL... $11.49 UNIVERSAL SADDLE BAGS Fit almost all bikes, over or 
uneer See poe removable for carrying. Large ca- 

CABLE LOCK-ALARM P2city. Durable Black or Brown Vinyl. 

Greater safety for Set ot two $13.95 (Black or Brown Leather $19.95) 


your bike. High- 
decibel alarm goes 
off if bike or cable 
is tampered with. 
Sound carries up to 
Yq mile, for 1 hour. 
Adjustable sensitiv- 
ity. 5 foot armored 




















NEW 1975 CATALOG 
Illustrated — many in FULL COLOR! 


($1.50 by Air Mail 
GOc anywhere 
Only in the world.) 
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steel cable is plastic | FREE with any order. | (516) 248-5775 2) 

sheathed. Chrome- wo acasonis NAME en [=] 

plated steel case. k o% 

Powered by batteries ADDRESS 2e 

(not included). One TS 

year warranty. Could 4 l city ——— STATE - ZIP 2s 

reduce insurance ; = 

costs! i Year Model # Serial # Z= ro é 

DUALOCK ALARM $39.95 | l — - == = 

: | | QUAN. | ITEM | sizejcotor "$8 <o) PRICE |oo J2 1s 
NEW CYCLE SPAT 4 , 5 | choices) a Se 
No more ruined @- i | | z = 5 
shoes! Cycle spat ™ ~ > | = So 1s 
protects against / | = = 7 
abrasions, scuffing, ‘ Å ; a gill nt | : a z 
indenting. One size ; $ | -v X a 
fits all. Genuine | es af 
leather, elastic Ox “2 
straps. Extra strap | N.Y. State residents add 7% sales tax Addise shipping E Pi = 
included. Black or jm : Visit our only retail location Pa : i 2 pa 
ecg ` bake cel Post Special Handling & Divy TOTAL 

Brown s: $2.98 FREE GIFTS to out-of-town visitors l $150 additional (optional) 


















Motorcycle Boom Means 
Big Profits for Repairmen 
Cycles are big business ...and 
so is fixing them! There are 
more than 3 million motor- 
cycles registered in the U.S. 
today. Plus an estimated 3 
million more dirt bikes. But, 
there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics avail- 
able to repair them. (Imagine 
only one mechanic for every 
600 cycles!) No wonder 
career opportunities are so 
great for the skilled repair- 
man, And they’re getting bet- 
ter every day! The door is 
open to you now. Rush cou- 
pon for FREE ‘Motorcycle 


Registered Motor- 
cycles in U.S.A. 
Source: Stat. Abs. of 

— U.S.A. Prepared by 
Bur. of Census 


4 


2 Millions 


65 '67 '69 '71 '73*'75* 
Every year gets bigger. With 
sales forecast of over a 
million cycles a year, you 
can easily see there could 
be ten million motorcycles 
on the road in a very short 
ime. 





__ Experts show you what to do, how to do 


if... guide you every step of the way 
to become a skilled motorcycle mechanic. 


If you like to ride a bike for fun... learn how to fix it for 

profit! Can you imagine a better way to earn your living? And 
best of all, the pay is great — whether you choose to work ina 
cycle shop for somebody else or decide to start your own cycle 
repair business. Now, thanks to North American, there’s a 
fast, easy way to get the training you need ... at home in your 


spare time. No need to quit 
school or job. Experts show 
you step-by-step everything 
from minor tune-ups to major 
overhauls. 


You Get the Tools 
You Need for a Fast Start 


We send you the special cycle 


tools and test instruments you. 


need. This set of precision 
tools is yours to use during 
your training...and yours to 


Work Out of Your Home! 


Mechanic Career Kit.” 
Motorcycle Shops Need Qualified Mechanics 


Has your bike ever been out of action waiting for needed 
repairs? It happens to almost everyone! It seems motorcycle 
shops just can’t keep enough mechanics on hand to take 
care of everyone. Wherever you go all over this country, 
you'll find motorcycle shops looking for qualified mechan- 
ics...and they pay good money too! 


Million New Cyclists 
Motorcycle sales are going 
through the roof! The estimate 
of a million new motorcycles 
bought this year iS probably -emrre 
low—and now with gasoline ern 
shortages and higher prices, 
you can just imagine how 
many people are going to be 
switching from automobiles to 
motorcycles for their regular 
transportation...not to men- 
tion the thousands upon thou- 
sands of new dirt bike riders 
who are discovering the thrills 
of this action-packed sport. 


= 

More Girls - More Bikes Each Year 
If you’ve been riding your bike for fun 
the past few years, you can see for your- 
self that more and more girls are taking 
up the sport. And this means more bikes 
every year...and a bigger demand for 
motorcycle mechanics. So get in on the 
action... get in on the fun—start making 
good money as a motorcycle mechanic. 
Rush the coupon today for free “Career 

You'll Be the Center of Attraction 

in Your Circle of Friends... . 

Enjoy the admiration of friends 
and neighbors as they flock 
around to watch you tear down 
and tune up all kinds of motor- 
cycles. And just think of the 
satisfaction in knowing you’ve got 
the best performing bike in town. 
Plus, you can make extra dollars 
fixing motorcycles for friends 




































turn you into a S$ 
ignition wrench sets. 


in your action-pack 


or obligation . . . now 
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Special Cycle Tools and Test 


tools plus y 
ba fast A n We teach you now p as wrenches. 
sockets. impact screwdrivers. timing lights. electrical te 


compression gauges. va 


include a set of special cycle 


urs to use 
bast ees ed career as 3 motorcycle 


or ever! Rush coupon today. 


keep in your action-packed 
career. You actually learn by 
doing—with the tools in your 
hands—getting the practice 
you need to become an expert 
motorcycle mechanic. 

Everything is explained in 
easy-to-understand language, complete with drawings, diagrams 
and photographs: You'll learn engine design, carburetion, elec- 
trical systems...as well as how to adjust and repair frame, 
wheels, shocks, transmission, valves, everything you want to 
know from routine maintenance to a major overhaul. 


Start Your Own 

Cycle Repair Business 

Your future as a motorcycle 
mechanic is in your own 
hands. The big demand means 
you can decide for yourself 
whether you want to work for 
someone else or get into your 
own cycle repair business. 
Start in your spare time 
repairing cycles for friends 
and neighbors—or get a job 
with a motorcycle shop! After 
youve been a working 
mechanic, you can decide 
whether you want to start 
your own profitable repair 
business. 


SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION 


Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
© your neighborhood to cash in 
| on the big demand for motor- 
T cycle mechanics. 








Instruments ineluded to start 
our North American “know-how 


nstruments. 


irons, 
_ degree wheels. soldering 

much more! We even 
lies you started 
g.. - and yours to keep 
mechanic. Find out all 


“Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit No cost 
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FoR FREE INFORMATION 


NO SALESMAN WILL CALL... 


and neighbors. CS F 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR, = 
4500 Campus Dr., Dept.EA065, Newport Beach. CA 92663 A 














LETTERS Continued from page 6 


cle magazine that would remind me of the 
exotica and fantasia that also are a part 
of our peculiar madness/religion/sport— 
not a steady diet of expansion chambers, 
reed valves, and sweaty armpits from the 
enduro freaks. 
Paul Watts 
Fresno, California 


| wish to state my objections to the very 
derogatory article by Joe ‘‘Blowhard”’ 
Parkhurst, appearing in the April issue of 
Cycle. Floyd Clymer was one of the pio- 
neers in motorcycling and his accom- 
plishment and many contributions to 
motor sport were considerable. 

To believe Parkhurst’s biased account, 
Floyd was a senile old con artist, and this 
was far from the truth. 

Compared to the average person Floyd 
Clymer was one hell of a guy, race pro- 
motor, motorcycle rider of note, and pub- 
lisher, etc. 

Parkhurst’s comments if made about a 
living person would be in poor taste and 
uncalled for, but when such statements 
are made about a man long-since dead 
they are immoral and inconsiderate. 

Charles Williams 
Pompano Beach, Florida 


Your 25th Anniversary issue stirred 
some memories. | worked briefly for Floyd 
Clymer as Editor of Cycle and later as 
a bike tester, along with Asher Lee. 

Most of what | read about Mr. Clymer 
is true, and | knew him for a great many 
years, starting in the early Thirties. How- 
ever, the road tests | performed for Cycle 
magazine were electrically timed, con- 
trary to what Mr. Parkhurst says. 

Gib Black 
(no address) 


| think your rag stinks. In reference to 
your article ‘‘Greats, Near Greats, and 
Non-Greats,’’ frankly, it greats my nerves. 
On page 96, you referred to the Brid- 
gestone as being the “‘illegitimate son of 
secret weapon.” Yeah, well, your cat 
chews on wet gym shocks too. Obviously 
you haven’t got an eye for detail and 
breathtaking beauty. You know, they 
laughed at the 450 Honda too. 
The Purple Pumpernickle 
Guam 


| am still puzzled as to how you can 
give such high aclaim to that revolting 
dinosaur, the Honda 305. Your statement 
“The Honda 305 stands as a landmark 
of monumental dimensions” is truly 
unique, and furthermore, the Honda 305 
was “truly a remarkable device” indeed. 

The machine was about as sexy as a 
poached egg. A mass of cooling fins, with 
styling that could only be described as 
nauseating, the gas tank appeared to be 
installed backwards. The bike was truly 
of monumental proportions, if not repul- 
sive. 

With a gearbox that couldn’t shift its 
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1775. .. and Great American Winner, Paul Revere ... and today 


CARLISLE 


The ana T | R = 


Of course, Paul didn’t ride 
a bike — not in 1775 — but 
we'd bet if he’d had a choice, 
Paul would have roared 
through Boston on a pair 
of fast-moving dependable 
Carlisle “Street”? tires. First 
choice for road or track. Try 
the Great American Winners, 
Carlisle tires at leading dealers 
everywhere. 


Carlisle Tire & Rubber 


Carlisle Tire & Rubber Company 
Division of Carlisle Corporation 
P. O. Box 99 + Carlisle, Pa. 17013 


CIRCLE NO. 46 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


Theft Experts Agree 


“First, let me congratulate you on the unit 
which you have marketed. | think it is 
probably the best theft prevention device 
yet conceived. The product is exception- 
ally well fashioned and adds to the appear- 
ance of any motorcycle.” 

Paul Woodson, Claims Manager 

ELITE INSURANCE 

“The unit which you have developed cer- 
tainly qualifies for this discount and is the 
best cycle alarm unit we have seen to date.” 


John V. McGraw, President 
ELDORADO INSURANCE 


$39.95 at your dealer or 


ATTACK PROOF 


Cut cable: 
alarm sounds. 





Vibrate case: 
alarm sounds. 








own weight, a warm-up period that gave $44.35 direct — includes DUALOCK | | 


(Continued on page 112) postage and handling. Dualock One First St. Los Altos, CA 94022 
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@ Inside the crate along with Can-Am’s 
new GP motocrosser is a large three-ring 
binder which contains the Operator’s 
Manual. The first instruction found in this 
lavishly illustrated book refers to the 
throttle twist grip: 

To open the throttle, turn twist-grip to- 

ward you. 

To close the throttle, turn twist-grip 

away from you. 

Telling this to anyone capable of operat- 
ing the 250 GP is like telling Joe Namath 
how to hold onto a football. Tucked neatly 
between these carefully described open 
and closed throttle positions are 34.29 of 
the most vicious, berm-gobbling horses 
ever offered to the public—and attached 
to the twist-grip is a motorcycle almost 
as ironic as the advice in its Operator’s 
Manual. Few bikes require more skill to 
ride than the Can-Am 250 GP. 

This won't affect the average reader, 
however, because only about 200 of these 
GP bikes (Gary Jones/Jimmy Ellis repli- 
cas) were manufactured and most of them 
have been kept by dealers to use as shop 
racers for the whiz kids they sponsor in 
local motocrosses. Bombardier, the Ca- 
nadian company that builds Can-Am mo- 
torcycles, wants dealers to support local 
riders with GP bikes so the fans can see 
Can-Am horsepower at work zapping 
other brands on straightaways all over 
America. 

Cycle wanted to ride a 250 GP to see 
what one of the top factories in motocross 
was building as a semi-works machine. 
Just what would a privateer on a Honda 
have to do to keep up? How much faster 
does the factory touch really make it? Will 
a GP make an average rider a winner? 
Does it really have 36 horsepower like the 
factory claims? With Gary Jones carrying 
the Number 1 plate on his Can-Am and 
Jimmy Ellis winning everything in sight 
this year, Bombardier has dominated U.S. 
motocross for the last 18 months. No 
bikes are hotter. But how hot are they? 

Our 250 GP started cooling off the min- 
ute it arrived. A close look at the forks 
revealed that they were standard 6.5-inch 
travel Betors. Where were the new 8-inch 
travel Betors used on the GP circuit 
—the only ones that can properly match 
the long-travel rear end? ‘‘Back or- 
CYCLE 


Cycle Test 


CAN-AM 250 GP 


It spits entire berms 
and yanks the dyno 
off the floor, 
but horsepower 
isn’t everything. 
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dered,” said a Can-Am spokesman on 
the first of many calls to Quebec. Betor 
promised delivery in time for Bombardier’s 
production, but simply didn’t make the 
deadline. It is rumored that Bultaco, one 
of Betor’s oldest and biggest customers, 
has ordered, and will get, almost all the 
8-inch travel forks produced this year. As 
a result, Can-Am's hot-shot has an out- 
dated front end. 

The same can be said for the rear sus- 
pension. In an era when air shocks, gas 
shocks and monoshocks have replaced 
the standard damper in controlling long- 
travel rear ends, the Can-Am comes 
equipped with a standard S & W shock 
absorber in the forward-mount position. 
S & Ws are superb on the street and fine 
on enduro bikes when mounted near the 
axle, but neither they nor any other stan- 
dard shock can cope with 7 inches of 





forward-mounting on a motocrosser. The 
small amount of oil inside gets hot and/or 
aerates, and damping goes away. S & W 
makes a new larger-bodied shock which 
carries much more oil, and Bombardier 
is retro-fitting all GPs with this unit in 
hopes that rear end damping will last a 
whole moto. However, Cycle found a 
basic problem with these new shocks that 
still left the rear end far from perfect. Stiff 
springs and considerable compression 
damping rob travel and make the back 
end bound high in the air when hitting 
certain types of bumps. Harsh shocks 
bring on rider fatigue quickly. Finding 
traction also becomes a greater problem 
with the bigger shocks. 

Suspension proved to be the GP’s 
downfall. Betor makes good forks and 
S & W makes good shocks, but in combi- 
nation on the GP, they don’t harmonize. 
Anybody racing one will have to experi- 
ment with shocks and forks and oils and 
springs to discover a combination that fits 
the rider’s style. That’s what the factory 
is doing with their own Team bikes—Ellis 
will appear with Marzocchi forks one week 
and Betors the next; with gas shocks in 
practice and prototype long-travelS & Ws 
in the race. Until the right suspension 
emerges, a rider won't be able to take 
advantage of all that horsepower. 

When the Cycle staff had trouble riding 
the bike to the engine’s potential, we 
called in a couple of outside motocross 
lions for another opinion. When riding 
alone on the track, they came back with 
raves—mostly about the engine. But the 
Can-Ams great power and stiff suspen- 
sion evidently made them feel more speed 
than reality proved was there, fora Honda 
Elsinore with only moderate modifications 
beat the GP two out of three motos in 
a local Southern California race. 

The Honda was able to take bumpy 
turns faster and hook up to the ground 
more readily than the Can-Am. It beat the 
Canadian on all three starts. Our rider 
went farther over the straightaway jump 
because his speed was greater, but he 
still couldn't pick up distance on the 
Honda because of wheelspin coming onto 
the straight out of a slow turn. In winning 
the second moto, our Cam-Am rider dived 
inside the Honda on the same high berm 
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where our cover shot was taken and 
pelted its rider with 20 pounds of dirt 一 
enough to make him back off. ‘‘Wheelspin 
came in handy there,” quipped our tester. 
But he was tired after a 20-minute moto, 
even though he’s in condition for longer 
ones. 

With the suspension not yet sorted out, 
the Can-Am is both hard and tiring to ride. 
A Maico with even more horsepower is 
a cinch by comparison, so it’s not the 
GP’s great power that requires awesome 
skill to overcome. It’s suspension. Not 
steering, not geometry—just the forks and 
shocks. The rest of the bike is excellent. 

Like all Can-Ams, the GP comes with 
30 degrees of rake and slightly over 5 
inches of trail built into a rigid frame of 
high tensile steel. This particular geome- 





Betor triple clamps mount chrome-moly handle- 
bars. Injection oil enters frame in front of gas tank. 


try provides beautifully neutral steering 
and allows controlled slides much like a 
half-miler. If you are experimenting with 
long-travel suspension or encounter a 
track with peculiar turning requirements, 
simply adjust the rake angle by swapping 
eccentrics in the steering head. Settings 
from 25 to 31 degrees will tailor handling 
to most any riding style or track. A com- 
plete set of eccentrics with needle bear- 
ings and caged-needle thrust washers are 
available from Can-Am dealers for $9. 

Lightweight (and expensive) Trelleborg 
knobbies grip well in turns, but wear out 
quickly due to their soft rubber com- 
pound. The engine can easily handle a 
wider weenie in back, so a 4.50 in place 
of the stock 4.00 would greatly improve 
traction—especially on starts. You can 
safely try 10 pounds of air for even more 
bite because there are double rim clamps 
in back. 

In the past certain Can-Ams had spongy 
brakes which couldn’t even skid the tires 
on pavement. A new lining makes braking 
on the GP more than adequate for moto- 
cross in feel and stopping power. Both 
backing plates interchange to save pro- 
duction costs, so the rear one cannot 
have its own fully floating design. Con- 
sequently the Can-Am hops a bit in heavy 
braking on rough ground. Other wheel 

(Specifications page 32; 
test continued on page 34) 





Special GP pipe is quite loud. A Diamond chain 
(% x %) rotates on a lightweight alloy sprocket. 
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CAN-AM 
250 GP 


1. No 250 motocrosser has 
more muscle. Air enters Bing 
carb through rubber velocity 
stack and picks up oil through 
O-ringed hole in tubular mani- 
fold. Gears in back of clutch 
enable starting in any gear. 

2. Engine is no wider than 

its head. Few non-rotary- 
valve engines are narrower. 
Plug is a Champion N-57G 
Gold Palladium gapped .020". 
3. Huge chunk out of rotary 
valve is a dead giveaway of 
high performance tuning. A 
gear on the crank snout turns 
valve at crankshaft speed. 
Long inlet tract has a ram 
effect on the fuel mixture. 

4. Enormous finning keeps the 
cylinder head cool even during 
dyno tests. Large squish area 
accommodates high compression 
and must be set at .030"'. 
Engine doesn’t use head gasket. 
5. One of the factory touches 
given to the GP is evidenced 
in a specially drilled clutch 
hub (left) as compared to the 
stock item on the right. 

6. Tiny black coil to left of 
Bosch decal sparks a 30,000- 
volt CDI ignition system. 

7. Rather heavy rotor adds to 
engine’s flywheel effect so 
power isn’t so explosive. Note 
intake port in back of rod. 

8. Egg-shaped intake port aims 
charge to front of crankcase. 
Gear on crank drives oil pump. 





PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER 








Test Conditions: 
Barometer 29.98 
Temperature 70° Dry 55° Wet __| 
Correction Factor 1.026 
Date of Test: 4/16/75 
As Tested on the Webco Dyno 








Engine 

Speed BHP Torque 
3000 519 9.09 
3500 643 9.66 
4000 9.28 12.18 
4500 11.60 13.54 
5000 13.05 13.71 
5500 13.65 13.04 
6000 17.88 15.65 
6500 22.10 17.85 
7000 26.37 19.79 
7500 30.58 21.42 
8000 33.71 22.13 
8500 34.29 21.18 
9000 25.59 14.94 





wo 
Oo 


TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 


CAN-AM GP 250 





Price, suggested retail Set by dealer 
Tire, front 3.00 x 21 Trelleborg Motocross 
4.00 x 18 Trelleborg Motocross 
5.90 x 1 in. (150 x 25.4mm) 
5.90 x 1 in. (150 x 25.4mm) 
a Brake swept area 37 sq. in. (239cm?) 
(22.13 max.) Specific brake loading 10.43 Ibs./sq. in., 
at test weight 
Engine type Two-stroke rotary-valve single 
Bore and stroke 74 x 57.5mm 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 1; 32mm; Bing 
RPMx100 20 Air filtration Oiled foam 
Ignition 
REMADO 20 Bhp @ rpm 34.29 @ 8500; actual 
Torque @ rpm 22.13 @ '8000; actual 
Rake/Trail Adjustable: 25°-31°; 4-6 in. 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear... 10.27 mph 
Fuel capacity 1.9 gal. (7 liters) 
Oil capacity 2.3 qts. (2.2 liters) 
Primary transmission Spur gear 2.91:1 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 23.28 (2) 17.12 (3) 13.59 
(4) 10.71 (5) 8.93 
Wheelbase 55% in. (141cm) 
Seat height 34 in. (86cm) 
Ground clearance 7% in. (18.4cm) 
Curb weight 226 Ibs. (103kg) 
with a full tank of gas 
Test weight 386 Ibs. (175kg) 
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Road Speed 
vs Engine Speed 














SECONDS 





32 JULY 1975 


ONE GOOD BRIDGESTONE 
DESERVES ANOTHER. 


four front wheel Bridgestones. 
Four rear tires feature traction, 
braking and long mileage. 
Pair them up for maximum 
performance. 


Those Sweet 
Rolling Stones. 


Rolling on 
Bridgestones takes 
本 D a load off your mind. 
You figure they'll stop, 
turn, maneuver and 
perform well for 
thousands of miles. You 
wouldn't expect less from 
the world’s 8th largest 
rubber company. 


Your bike quite possibly 
came with Bridgestone tires. 

Bridgestones are 
factory equipment on over 
50% of all the bikes from 
Japan, including certain 
Honda,Suzukiand Kawa- 
saki models.They comein 
a lot of sizes and treads 
for all kinds of bikes, all 
kinds of riding. So there’s 
a Bridgestone that’s per- 
fect for bringing out the 
best in your machine. 









e e / 
Easy Pickins. 
Choose from our six 
motocross tires with a deep and 


firm block tread. Or a pair of groovy With only two wheels 
front and rear scramblers for trailing. between you and terra firma, 
For stability, cornering and maneuver- give them their best shod: 
ability on the highway, choose from Bridgestones. 





BRIDGESTONE 
TIRES 


The time-honored quality tire. 


For the name of your nearest Bridgestone dealer, contact the distributor in your area. 


Hiranport Company Big Wheel Distributor/ Bettis Oil Stonebridge Sales, Inc. 
7585 S.W. Hunziker Road Imports, Inc. Parker Road and 240 E. Prospect Avenue 
Tigard, Oregon 97223 421 South 8th Street Rutledge Pike Alliance, Ohio 44601 
(503) 620-0330 La Porte, Texas 77571 Knoxville, Tennessee 37914 (216) 821-2577 

(713) 471-2010 (615) 522-0101 


Or write to Bridgestone Tire Company of America, P.O. Box 2964, Torrance, Calif. 90509. 
CIRCLE NO. 42 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


RUN FAST, 
OR KEEP IT 
TETEE 


Whether you’re making thunder on 
the strip or merely content to stick 
with the highways and byways, you 
can run cooler and longer if you 
make a Thermo-Chem Cycle- 
Cooler part of your gear. 
Engine oil will be properly cooled 
for best performance 
All-Aluminum construction (with- 
out welds or soldering) takes 
the most prolonged vibration 
Heavier, correctly-spaced fins pro- 
vide minimum air flow restriction 
Fins positively will not bend — in 
installation or in use 


Unit mounts directly behind front 
wheel solidly on the frame 

YOU'LL BE WAY AHEAD IN PRO- 

TECTION WITH THERMO-CHEM. 


FOR COMPETITION, ROAD RAC- 
ING & STREET BIKES. 


See your local dealer, or send 
$1.00 for New ’75 Catalog. 


THERMO- 
J CHEM 
CORP 


o 10516 East Pine (Box 15457) 
Re à -__ Tulsa, Oklahoma 74116 
as (918) 836-8841 


Cafe Racer and performance 
equipment. For Honda, Yamaha, 
Kawasaki, Norton, Triumph. Available 
from stock for immediate 
delivery. Send $3.00 for lavish 全 = 
colour catalogue. = 






Retail Price *2° 
x FITS ANY MOTORCYCLE 


* OIL YOUR CHAIN 
ANYTIME 
女 USES POPULAR BRAND 


OIL 


See your dealers, if not available, send 
$2.50, and a Hip Shot plus our catalog 
will be mailed postage paid. 


Great State Mfg. Corp. 
Box 376 
McQueeney, TX 78123 
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1 enclose $3.00 for the latest 
Dunstall equipment catalogue 








Motorcycles Unlimited, 5768 Para 
i Corte Madera, (415) 924 9327. 
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components include D.I.D. aluminum rims 
laced to conical alloy hubs which incor- 
porate the new magnesium backing 
plates. Nine-gauge steel spokes require 
frequent tightening but they won't pop out 
of place because of tiny rubber safety 
grommets on the wheel flange. Snail-type 
rear axle adjusters make quick work of 
adjusting the chain. 

Running gear components are first rate. 
Magura power levers clamp to V-braced 
chrome moly bars. The aforementioned 
twist-grip is a %4-turn Magura. There’s a 
chance you'll despise the kill button be- 
cause a wrinkle in its rubber housing is 
all there is to tell you whether its on or 
off. If the bike doesn’t start on the first 
kick, the button has probably discon- 
nected the CDI. Other goodies include 
tough plastic fenders and an unbreakable 
gas tank with a non-leak wide-mouth cap. 
The gas tank has U.S.-made rubber Lord 
mounts which employ the only odd-ball 
nuts on the bike—7/16-inch National 
Course—but an 11-millimeter wrench will 
twirl them on and off. A narrow seat with 
firm padding has a non-slip covering 
which works best with rough-out leathers. 
Number plates are stock, the pegs fold 
and a skid plate fends off exhaust pipe 
dings. Bombardier publishes an excellent 
service manual and will sell you a parts 
manual for $6. 

Now to the heart of the matter. Can- 
Am's GP engine is the Kawasaki Z-1 of 
motocross. It has yards more horsepower 
and torque than any other 250 and 
spreads it over a fat 2000-rev range. The 
GP ran up 34.29 hp on Webco's dyno 
without flinching and without crowding 
the dangerous 400-degree head-tem- 
perature mark. This power peels the 
decals off your helmet without fading to- 
ward the end of a moto. Shift points are 
readily discernible because power falls 
off suddenly after 8500 rpm. Nicely 
spaced gears drop revs to about 7000, 
where the Can-Am has more horsepower 
than a Bultaco Pursang at its peak—and 
still has 8 to go. 

As these 8 ponies cut in, the sensation 
of acceleration matches anything you'll 
feel on a 400. With the advantage of 12 
percent more horsepower than any 250 
Cycle has tested, the Can-Am thrives on 
straightaways where passing is a sure 
thing if the tire gets a grip. Surprisingly, 
its advantage still isn’t enough to zap 
people between tight turns on the basis 
of pure power alone. You'll still have to 
cut a quicker line to pass through snug 
stuff. That’s where a healthy torque 
spread can keep the hammer cocked until 
just the right moment—even if that time 
comes before or after you planned, or 
even if you’re leaned over in a left-hand 
turn and can’t reach the gear shifter. The 
Can-Am produces strong torque from 
6500 to 8500 rpm and cracks 22 foot- 
pounds at 8000. Other 250s considered 
to have strong engines make just over 
20 foot-pounds of torque. 

This engine is a weapon a science 
fiction writer would create for his hero. 
Its power and function are almost unreal. 


(Continued on page 36) 
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It’s all in your head. 


Why are you reading this excellent magazine? 


The real things that make people want to read a magazine 
such as this one are likely to make them just as enthusiastic about 
reading a magazine like Newsweek. 


It’s a matter of the qualities all intelligent people have: interest, 
awareness, keenness, judgment-which in a sense are indivisible. 


The qualities that lead them to cultivate hobbies, outside in- 
terests, non-business enthusiasms (and also make them smart 
enough to acquire the money to do so) lead them to require a 
weekly supply of general information on what goes on in the 
world. They want a ‘‘fix’’ on the news just as they want to know 
all there is to know about the newest sailing rig for their boats, the 
latest development in zoom lenses, or how to crank a few more 
revs out of their sports car. 


“Its all in your head’’-in the most literal sense of the phrase. 
There’s no other place for an interest, an enthusiasm—an idea-to be. 
About the only thing that’s not in your head (and your customer’s) 
is the wherewithal to indulge your enthusiasm—and that’s in the bank. 


It makes sense. And if you are an advertiser of products or 
services-it also makes money. Get the idea of your product into 
the heads of people who are spectacularly well-equipped to do 
something about it, such as go out and buy it. 


When you advertise in Newsweek, you get a generous share 
of both worlds-the world of the mind and the world of the money. 

You get as many as 19 million adult readers, most of them 
very bright and far above the national averages in ability to spend for 
what they want. 

As is well known to brainy management, the business that 
hopes to grow needs a steady infusion of new prospects to ac- 
company its present customers. And the purpose of this essay is 
to convince you that next to this magazine, or after this magazine, 
Newsweek is one of the best places in print to find them. 


A heady proposition? Not at all-just common sense. 


Newsweek 


The TigerT100 was the first 
Triumph Twin to challenge the 
rough-and-tumble flat tracks 
of America. And challenge it 
did, winning championship 


races right from the start in1938. į 


The classic Tiger was destined 
to change American racing 
forever. But the lessons learned 
on America’s flat tracks were 
also destined to change 
Triumph. What it took to win— 
raw power balanced by superb 
handling —became part of the 
heritage of every subsequent 
Triumph. Racing improved 

the breed. Right up to our 
latest, the 1975 Triumph 
Trident T160. Another winner. 
A brand new classic. 
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New features for 1975— 
effortless electric starting, 
powerful Norton Triumph/ 
Lockheed disc brakes front 
and rear, 750cc 4-stroke triple 
engine inclined forward for 
improved handling, redesigned 
gas tank available in 4% or 
5'%4-gallon capacities, short- 
throw left foot shift, clearly 
marked and conveniently 
positioned handlebar switches, 
and anew high-performance 
tuned exhaust system. 


ier 
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y \Triumph Trident 


T160 









Norton Triumph Corporation, 2765 E. Huntington Dr., Duarte, Cal. 94040. Phone (243) 359-3221. 
Member Motorcycle Industry Council 
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Two Can-Ams together would produce 68 
horsepower from 500ccs—much more 
than a Kawasaki 750 triple, Honda Four 
or Triumph Trident; more than an 850 
Norton or 900 BMW or 1000cc Harley. 
Yet it still carburetes cleanly, shifts with 
a touch and starts in a single kick. It idles, 
its easy to maintain and it doesn’t leak 
a particle of oil. 

Everyone will pay a minor price for such 
ferocious precision: vibration at high revs. 
Vibration fractured a weld on the rein- 
forcing V of our handlebars. Another price 
we paid was a minor engine seizure which 
probably resulted from an oil failure. Since 
the piston and. squishband shim showed 
evidence of detonation, a quick heat 
build-up amidst the giant 14:1 compres- 
sion ratio cooked Can-Am’s synthetic in- 
jectolube enough to allow scuffing of the 
piston against the cylinder. The bike con- 
tinued to run, and the ring was free, but 
$30 in repairs and a lot of lost time re- 
mained. 

Can-Am gets their power with remark- 
ably conventional porting. It’s the rotary 
valve that makes the difference. Driven 
by the crankshaft and located in a sealed 
chamber outboard of the left flywheel, the 
valve opens the inlet port irrespective of 
piston position (Advantage No. 1) and 
closes it totally so no charge can escape 
back through the inlet tract (Advantage 
No. 2). Another benefit in Can-Am’s par- 
ticular rotary valve design is a ram effect 
generated by along tubular manifold: This 
tube also locates the carburetor above 


and behind the gearbox where it doesn’t 
contribute to excessive engine width in 
the normal manner of side-mount carbu- 
retors on rotary valve engines. 

Apparently the motor’s full power po- 
tential remains untapped on a production 
basis, for Can-Am has built several Team 
Motocross bikes with 38 horsepower at 
the crankshaft. 

Huge main bearings (double row on the 
left) support a pressed-together crank 
featuring full-circle flywheels with heavy 
bob weights cast integrally. Combined 
with a hefty flywheel to generate spark, 
crankshaft inertia is enough to eliminate 
snatch in the driveline and to prevent 
power from being unpredictable. The 
crankshaft also drives a Mikuni oil pump 
via a nylon gear threaded to its left snout. 
Instead of metering oil in proportion to 
throttle opening, the GP pump is wired 
open at a constant rate of 32:1. (This 
rather lean ratio also may have contrib- 
uted to our seizure. GP owners might be 
well advised to splash a little oil in the 
tank for cheap insurance.) 

A Bosch CDI ignition generates current 
behind the right sidecover and sends it 
to a magic box mounted near the carbu- 
retor. The system includes a tiny coil not 
much bigger than a thimble. Still, plugs 
don’t foul and the engine never misses, 
so the coil must throw a hotter spark than 
the specified 20-thousandths plug gap 
indicates. Timing on our Can-Am never 
wavered in two weeks of riding. 

Engine internals follow standard Can- 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 


Alive with pleasure! 





Am designs. Four transfer ports and a 
large unbridged exhaust accompany the 
egg-shaped inlet hole just above the left 
flywheel. The piston has a single Dykes 
ring and moves in a steel-lined cylinder. 
Straight-cut primary gears drive a wet 
clutch with 11 plates and six springs. 
Superb diecasting, accurate port match- 
ups and the presence of socket-head and 
self-locking fasteners throughout are typ- 
ical of internal workmanship and quality. 
Can-Am engines are built in Austria by 
Rotax, the same wholly-owned Bombar- 
dier subsidiary that manufactures Ski- 
Doo snowmobile motors. 

Some 4000 standard MX-2s will be built 
this year, and the only differences be- 
tween them and the GP is two horsepower 
and six pounds. It has its own crank, 
cylinder, piston and head. All GP engine 
parts interchangeable with the MX-2 are 
trimmed or drilled for lightness wherever 
possible. Can-Am doesn’t miss a lick. 
There’s simply nothing left for a home 
tuner to do. There shouldn't be, either, 
for GPs will likely cost something near 
$1800 from dealers willing to sell one. At 
that price you shouldn't have to do any- 
thing. 

Which brings us back to the suspension 
problem. A lot of time and money must 
be spent to get power on the ground and 
to keep the rider from being pummelled. 
Call it 34 horsepower on crutches. Call 
it Can-Am’s first mistake. 

When they get it straightened out, you'll 
call it the 250 nothing can touch. © 





PIPELINE Continued from page 8 


signs of breaking through, as with BMW’s 
calculated decision to concentrate on the 
market peak (by raising prices initially), 
capturing a clientele from among the pro- 
fessional classes. Kawasaki invested 
heavily in a chain of exclusive dealer- 
ships, where discount trading is banned, 
and product-identification and image- 
projection are all important. 

Still, none of this is going to boost Nor- 
ton-Triumph fortunes, or send Meriden’s 
stock soaring, or disguise the industry’s 
basic weakness: the very narrow model 
range. The British have directed the entire 
output to one section of the market. Ad- 
mittedly, this inadequacy was born of 
necessity. For survival’s sake, Norton- 
Triumph embarked on a policy of con- 
traction and rationalization focusing ex- 
clusively on the Commando and Trident. 
No mopeds, no two-strokes, no competi- 
tion models, no 250s, 350s, and 500s: no 
chance of competing against Europe and 
Japan from a broad base. 

At the same time Commandos and Tri- 
dents could hold up well in the market 
places and capture minority shares of 
sales. Given a reasonable size minority 
of motorcyclists who may discover the 
basic appeal of Biking British, the Com- 
mando and Trident will remain in demand 
for a considerable period to come. In fact, 
according to production targets and mar- 
ket estimates, they will retain a rarity 


value. Therefore, it can be argued, Bon- 
neville twins from the Meriden co-opera- 
tive can enjoy the same privilege—if the 
Meriden experiment succeeds. 

The 18-month war between Norton- 
Triumph and the Meriden rebels caused 
the Trident famine and will further delay 
the introduction of new-generation mod- 
els. Only as recently as April 1975 were 
the final rites of the Meriden sale con- 
cluded, realizing the long-delayed plan for 
Meriden to produce 750cc Bonnevilles for 
marketing through normal Norton- 
Triumph channels. 

Now the vital question is, has the Meri- 
den co-operative (Synova Motors Ltd.) 
any genuine chance of success? No 
chance, according to the Industry De- 





partment’s own advisors, who saw no 
merit in spending public money on some- 
thing economically unsound. Every 
chance, so the Minister for Trade and 
Industry has us believe, after ignoring the 
advice. The big guns of the financial press 
held out no hope. Even press investi- 
gators who had run the obligatory ‘‘Pillory 
Mr. Poore” campaign finally backed off 
with the removal of the main emotional 
factor (the craftsmen of Old England gal- 
lantly defeating the Big Business Barons). 

Slowly, Bonnevilles are moving in and 
from Meriden, the initial batches being 
1973 vintage models, to be followed by 
1974 versions. The date for starting pro- 
duction of left-side gearshift machines is 
August 1975 at the very earliest. From 
now on, Meriden will be judged on perfor- 
mance, not propaganda. Perhaps it’s an 
exaggeration to say they’re on their own, 
since the Government will simply print 
another stack of money, if and when eco- 
nomic peril looms over Meriden. But there 
must be a limit to the handouts. In the 
long term, Meriden can only exist through 
selling motorcycles in open competition. 
No British Government can command 
foreign riders to buy British, or force 
dealers to stock their wares. 

Only a fool would forecast the next 
chapter. But of one thing I’m reasonably 
confident, and it’s that this story will be 
continued in 1976. And British bikes will 
still be raising emotional temperatures. 

—Jim Greening 
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FINALLY. 


A motor oil good enough for the Honda name. 


A 
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ALUMINUM HANDLEBARS 


The new lightweight solid-stock aluminum 
handlebars from Inter-Am are Approxi- 
mately 40% stronger than conventional 
handlebars. Although harder to bend per- 
manently out of shape, the aluminum will 
flex more for a given shock, thus absorb- 
ing much of the impact transmitted to the 
rider. 
These superior handlebars are so reliable 
that they are approved by the A.M.A. for 
all types of competition. They are available 
in silver, gold and black. 
Dealers write for our new 1975 catalog for 
a complete line of parts and accessories 
for moto-cross, enduro and street bikes. 
P.O. Box 5245 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207 
[904-733-3363] 


In motorcycling the name 
Honda means excellence. Now that 
excellence is found in a motor oil 
by the same name—Honda Motor 
Oil. An oil made to take the 
demands of four-stroke motorcycle 
engines. With OCP —a synthetic 
additive that extends the oil's 
performance over wide ranges of 
engine temperatures and speeds. 
Formulated to reduce combustion 
chamber ash deposits and minimize 
varnish and sludge build-up. An 
ideal multigrade oil for use in a 
wide range of climates. And it 
exceeds all new-car warranty 
standards. So that makes it a great 
choice for you to make whenever you 
want a fine four-stroke motor oil. Ask 
for it today at your Honda dealer's! 


Motorcycle Oil with OCP. 


©1975 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
READER SERVICE PAGE. 


HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS 


“Home of the worlds fastest triples” 
including the 9 Second Pro-Bike 


SILENCED E 


EXPANSION `) 
CHAMBERS 


e Competition proven 





e Slip joint and spring 
mounting flangles 


e Dual mounting 
brackets 


e Widest 
power 
band 
possible 


df it 

doesn’t 

” say DENCO 

it isn’t the 
chamber that has 
broken more AHRA 
Records than all other 
brands combined . 


Send *1 for Complete Catalog! 


DENCO PERFORMANCE 
4480 B ENTERPRISE ST. 
Fremont Calif 94538(415) 656-0424 
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BMW BIOS setae a E E March 
BMW R90/6 ............... September 
Bultaco 250 Alpina June 
Bultaco MK VII Pursang.................. July 


Can-Am 250 T’NT Enduro........ October 
onda CBI25 aeaaee May 
Honda CB200 ... February 
Honda GBA50 KT sisessecessensectsortcees April 











Honda XE2Z5O KI ue cscnatesasenscanmnennce July 
Kawasaki 750 H2 ....... October 
Kawasaki G3SSA90 .pt May 
Kawasaki 400 S3 _. i. January 
Maico 400 Qualifier ....0....000.00..... August 
Montesa 250 Cappra VR ................ May 
Montesa 250 King Scorpion .... January 
Norton, John Player.............. December 
Ossa 250 Phantom................ November 
Penton 250 Hare Scrambler .......... April 
Suzuki 185 Ranger 

& Sienan EER September 
SUZUK GT SSO s eae cose July 
Suzuki GT 380L Sebring ................ April 
Suzuki T500L Titan ................ February 
Suzuki TS400 Apache .............. October 
Suzuki TS50L Gaucho.......... ... May 
GUM ph TRSMX oe ep ese: .March 
Yamaha DT360A Enduro .March 
Yamaha BDOOA senene eee May 
Yamaha MATZSA arrasean aa July 
Yamaha TXGS 0A krone aeie August 
Yamaha DT400 

Enduro ee thoesn ace eee November 
Vamahiat RDSS0 icecream. December 
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Can-Am 250 GP .... 
Honda CB400F SS 
Honda CBS5007T ...... 
Honda CB-750F .... 
Honda GL-1000 .... 
Honda XL-125K1 .. n 
Honda MRIS areiaa aos 


Kawasaki KS-125 Enduro ...... February 
Kawasaki 903 Z1-A .Re January 
MV Agusta 750S America .............. May 
Montesa V75 Enduro 250 .... ..March 
Penton Mint 400 Enduro ................ May 


SUZUKI RES! ROAR eaeoe January 
Suzuki GT-750M 
Suzuki GT250M 
Yamaha YZ-C 125 

MONMOCKOSS serea 
Yamaha RD-125B 
Yamaha RD200B oe 
Yamaha MX 400B......................0008 June 
Yamaha: XS500 Bmc 














We'll spend up to two 
years training youfor | 
something you can’t write 
home about. 





Something of such high priority to the 
Navy and so vital to our future, that we 
can’t tell you much about it. Except what it 
can do for your future. If you qualify. 

It’s the Navy's Nuclear Field Program. 
Think of it. Sophisticated, challenging 
training in one of today’s fastest-growing 


fields. In the Navy, which has over 20 years 


experience in nuclear power. And over 
140 nuclear reactors (two-thirds of the 
power reactors) in the United States. 

You begin by studying the principles of 


atomic and nuclear physics. Then progress 


to reactor engineering; nuclear propulsion 
plant instrumentation, operation 
and procedures. Everything 
necessary to equip you 
for operating and 
maintaining a 
_ nuclear propul- 
= sion system. For 
== jobs like machin- 
ist’s mate, electrician 
or reactor control watch stander. 
Sure, it’s demanding. It has to be. After 
all, its our future we're talking about. 
And yours. x 
Offering you similar chal- 
lenge, similar opportunity, 
butin different fieldsare 
our Advanced Electronics £ 
Program and brand-new £ 
Advanced Technical 
Program. In these the 
training is also sophisti- 
cated and demanding. And £ 
along with the Navy’s tech- ; 
nology, leads the field. i 
Naturally, because of 


























the highly technical nature of these 
programs, our acceptance standards are 
high. You’re going to need a high school 
diploma or equivalent. And more: good 
grades. And a real desire to stick with 
the rigorous training. As well as 
your share of the chores. It’s 
tough work. But for your 
effort and your talent, 
you'll start two pay 
grades ahead of a 
regular enlistee. ` 
Andthechances 4 
are you'll stay 者 
ahead through- 
out your enlistment. 
5 Whichever field you choose, you 
F can be sure of a challenging career. 
J A promising future. And that is 
something you can write home about. 
Find out how you can start ahead and 


z 
¥ 
NOES | 


7 stay ahead in the Nuclear Navy. Talk to 

your local Navy Recruiter. He can tell you 
what you qualify for before you enlist. Or 
call 800-841-8000. It’s toll-free. 


Be someone special. Join the Nuclear Navy. 











“Hoy AA 


“Just the looks of this new thing 
are enough to scare the squids right off 
the course. 

“The seat’s chopped off. 
The rear fender’s a mile up in 
the air. And the shocks are 
gas-filled, laid-down, and so 
far forward they re almost 
out of sight. 

“What it feels like is a spring, 
all wound up tight, ready to explode 
if you so much as jiggle it. 

“So | jiggled it. 

“WAAAAAAAAAAEEEEEEEEEE! 

“Oh sure, Suzuki told me that their 
new porting would give it a lot of snap. 
But this was ridiculous. We came out 
of the hole so fast, | just barely hung on. 

“And then we hit the whoops. 

“Atleast, they /ooked like whoops. 
The only thing was, the wheels didn't 
seem to know it. They clung to the 
little ones like a snake going over 
rocks. No matter how high the frame 
went, the wheels hung right in there, 
spitting out power. 

“And over the big ones, they didn’t 
fishtail once. We went through those 
whoops on a line so straight you could 
hang clothes on it. 

“Man, that’s handling! 

“Up came the first turn. A big hairy 
sweeper with a super-high berm. 

“I| tapped the gears, and slammed 
into it hard. Magic. Right away, it 
seemed to seek out and lock into the 
right line all by itself. 

“Coming out, | cranked it on, and 
WAAAAAAEEEEEE, again. We shot 
out of that thing like a sling shot, 
heading for the first jump. 

“Surprise. 


U.S. Suzuki Motor Corporation, Dept. 8008 
Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 




















“We didn’t stay in the air nearly 


as long as | thought we would, seeing 


how fast we were going. 
“And all day long, | found the same 


thing. The wheels on the RM like to 


stay in the dirt where they can 
push...not in the air 
6 
RE where they can spin. 
j “So if you're after a 
bike for show, this isn’t 
it. This one’s for win. 

“And my lap time proved it. 

“What’s its secret? 

“Handling. It handles like a 
dream. You don’t have to fight it or 
muscle it or make corrections all the 
time for goofs. 

“You just flow over that course 
like syrup flows over pancakes. 

“Competition, you're in big 
trouble.” 


“The transfer ports 
are so big, they put 
two bridges in ‘em? 


“This is one bike you won't have to port. 
Suzuki's already done it for you. In fact, 
they're so big, they're bridged — twice — 
so the rings won't get hung up.That 
means you've got 6 holes sucking up 
the gas/air mixture out of the crankcase 
into the combustion chamber. This new 
porting — plus a big, 28mm carb — gives 
the RM its snap and power: 


Ride safely: wear a helmet, eye protection 
and appropriate riding apparel. 


SUZUKI 


SUZUKI'S RM-125 
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nen apparel isn't made 
just for the roughriders. It's made for 
everyone. For you, your mate, your 
\ children. Everything from helmets to 
jerseys to sweaters to leathers to boots, 
and more. Functional and fashionable. 
In almost any size to fit the youngest 
mm rider or the biggest guy. And though 
į Hondaline apparel looks good, that's 
just part of it. We make our products 
to protect you from possible scrapes 
when riding in the rough or on the road. 

‘Taking the family out for a.week- 
end of riding is great fun. And the 
feeling's even better when you know 
youre decked out in apparel that 
protects you. What's more, Hondaline™ 
gear is priced to be a real value. And 
it's from Honda, famous around the 
world for excellence and dependability. 
So whether you're a highway tourer, 

a competition racer a dirt rider, a trail 
explorer, or just into the Honda spirit, 
there's a Hondaline outfit just right 
for you. 

So look for the most widely 
distributed riding gear in the country at 
your nearest Honda dealer's. And 
cover your clan with Hondaline apparel. 


(N nth z5 Sty as y È; ag f wa are É E ad 
è Fora fféecolorbrochare describing Hondaline apparel, NRE, American Honda Motor Gos 2) - - 
- $UsB0x 50, Gardena: Calt-90247. 14975 BHM: "More riders are putting us on. 
ze <9 CIRCLE NO. 29 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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® We’ve just discovered handwriting on 
a wall most of us have been beating our 
heads against for years, and don’t know 
whether to feel elated, mortified or in- 
censed. A touch of elation is in order 
because what we found points the way 
toward extended spark plug life, smoother 
running, easier starting and generally im- 
proved behavior for whole classes of mo- 
torcycles. The mortification comes from 
having been told what to look for a long 
time ago and knowing that, like simple- 
tons, we ignored an expert's very good 
advice. And we’re incensed because it 
is now clear that the entire motorcycle 
industry has been penny-pinching all of 
us for decades. 

Final enlightenment was cast by the 
blue-white glare of an electric arc in a 
scene strongly suggestive of the old 
Frankenstein movies, as we tested coil 
after coil for spark output on a jury-rigged 
apparatus in Cycle's shop. But the matter 
never would have been taken that far 
except for sundry items of information we 
either tripped over or was shoved under 
our collective nose. 

Item: Arnold Frank, who represents the 
Champion Spark Plug Company in our 
area, mentioned that his associates had 
conducted a series of performance tests 
on motorcycle ignition systems without 
finding much they could admire. Motor- 
cycles’ ignitions, he said, were uniformly 


How much voltage we need 
Why we need it 

How much were getting 
How we can get more 


by Gordon Jennings 


and depressingly limp. ‘‘Oh, you’re abso- 
lutely right, Arnold,” we chorused, nod- 
ding our empty heads in agreement, but 
events proved that only Jess Thomas fully 
appreciated what we had been told; the 
rest of us sat there like dummies, figuring 
a few hundred volts one way or the other 
couldn't make much difference if you 
were willing to give your bike fresh plugs 
at regular intervals. 

Item: Among the various staff-owned 
bikes under our roof were a couple that 
almost caricatured the classic symptoms 
of internal combustion temperament. The 
two bikes in question would always start, 
albeit with some coaxing, because they 
got the kind of treatment usually reserved 
for rich, elderly relatives; pampered and 
made comfy and receiving care every time 
they showed the least sign of displeasure. 
All this fawning attention kept them going, 
but would not make them truly eager to 
start or willing to idle decently until thor- 
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oughly warmed (sometimes not even 
then) and of course they devoured spark 
plugs like a hungry elephant going after 
fresh roasted peanuts. 

Item: Hot on the trail of some hard 
information about the latest, greatest, 
transistorized, capacitored, pointless, 
God’s-Own-Lightning kind of ignition sys- 
tem, we obtained some of the printed 
reports issued after the “Ignition and En- 
gine Performance Conference” spon- 
sored by Champion each year. These 
conferences are international affairs, at- 
tended by people from oil companies, 
engine and ignition component manufac- 
turers, and other interested, expert par- 
ties. Questions are asked, and answered, 
and the gist of all that gets said amounts 
to nothing less than an annual state of 
the art report. The edited record is full 
of information, and in those we obtained 
was pointed reference to sheer spark-coil 
output voltage and its influence on effec- 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER 





45 





tive plug life and on the plug's spark 
gap—which was, in turn, a potent factor 
in an engine’s cold starting and idling 
characteristics. 

Item: Jess Thomas, who had been lis- 
tening when Arnold Frank spoke his piece 
about the pervasive weakness of motor- 
cycles’ ignition systems, suggested to the 
two staffers struggling with overly tem- 
peramental bikes that they ‘‘stop all that 
herming around and put some good coils 
on the things.” This was done, and the 
results were eye-openers: the hard start- 
ing was corrected, and the marked ten- 
dency toward plug fouling was substan- 
tially relieved. Astonishingly, both bikes 
perked up and began to run more vigor- 
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Comparative voltage ratings were determined by 
forcing the spark across an adjustable air gap. 


ously—and neither was slow before the 
change was made. 

Item: Your reporter’s own Ducati 750 
GT had steadfastly refused to idle when 
cold, or to start if its plugs were gapped 
more than .026-inch. When the stock 
ignition coils were removed, and a pair 
of the cheapest available automotive coils 
substituted, the differences were pro- 
found. In the interest of experiment the 
plug gaps were initially left at the .024- 
inch that previously had proved satis- 
factory, and with that gap the only detec- 
able difference was slightly easier cold 
starting and a willingness to idle, though 
slowly and uncertainly, after a much 
shorter warm-up period. But after the plug 
gaps were opened to .035-inch, the en- 
gine picked up 200 rpm at idle when 
cold, and was perceptibly smoother under 
all operating conditions. Merely installing 
fresh spark plugs had never worked that 
kind of transformation; there clearly was 
a lot here we hadn't understood. 

All these things suddenly began to ask 
questions and demand answers, and we 
first went scurrying back to re-read those 
Champion reports. What we found in them 
were mostly long, tiresome discussions 
of how this factor or that was likely to 
effect exhaust emissions, and such mat- 
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ters are as yet of only peripheral interest 
to motorcyclists. But there was the oc- 
casional gem of information with immedi- 
ate application to the situation we face, 
and when you string all the gems together 
you find that we don’t really need transis- 
torized, ‘‘God’s-Own-Lightning”’ ignition 
systems for our bikes. All we need is to 
catch up to where American automobiles 
were twenty-five years ago and we'll think 
we've surely died and gone to heaven. 

Unless you're dealing with a racing 
two-stroke engine, which will have special 
and peculiar requirements, the name of 
the mixture-firing game is voltage. Forget 
about space-age technology, solid-state 
circuitry and magnetic triggering; the big- 
gest improvement possible in most mo- 
torcycles’ ignition systems is simply a 
change of coils. Switch to a set of ignition 
coils that will pump up some real kilovolts 
and you'll solve problems you never sus- 
pected as being related to ignition system 
performance, in addition to increasing 
effective plug life. 

Some engines, and riders, make greater 
demands on spark plugs than others, but 
if we may for the moment ignore such 
extraneous factors then plug life may be 
said to be a function of voltage-required 
versus voltage-available. The voltage re- 
quired to fire a new, clean spark plug at 
cylinder pressures attending wide-open 
throttle running will be in the order of 8-9 
KV (kilo, or thousand, volts), but as the 
plug electrodes lose their sharp edges 
and semi-conductive deposits accumu- 
late on the insulator, the requirement rises 
sharply. With time in service the plugs will 
stabilize, their voltage requirement then 
being about 5 KV higher on average, and 


further voltage demands will be made 
mostly as a result of electrode erosion, 
which will widen the spark gap at the rate 
of perhaps .001-inch per thousand miles. 
To handle just this much, the ignition 
system will need a potential of 13-14 KV, 
and in practice you also have to accom- 
modate for the fouling deposits accumu- 
lated in traffic, which temporarily raise the 
voltage requirement even higher. Give an 
engine an ignition system with a peak 
potential up around 22-24 KV and its 
plugs will keep right on firing until erosion 
reduces their electrodes to scaley nubs; 
cut the potential to, say, 12 KV and the 
plugs will begin to misfire after only a few 
thousand miles in service. 

Plug gap distance is closely tied to 
available voltage, and if an engine's igni- 
tion system is weak the gap has to be 
set fairly narrow—which, it turns out, is 
a very bad thing. Air/fuel mixtures in 
stoichiometric proportions (that is to say, 
chemically-correct mixtures) are very 
easily ignited and will flame quite satis- 
factorily if hit with nothing more than a 
wispy spark bridging a very narrow elec- 
trode gap. Butin practice perfect mixtures 
are more the exception than the rule. The 
best of carburetors cannot be jetted and 
adjusted for more than one air density 
and one fuel viscosity—both of which vary 
considerably in the real world. Further, 
neither carburetors nor fuel injection de- 
liver perfectly mixed air and fuel, which 
means that the charge actually arriving 
inside the combustion chamber will 
always be overly rich at one point and 
lean at another. So there is no predicting 
the strength of the mixture that happens 
to be in and around the gap between the 


We have found close correlation between plug gap recommendations and ignition coil output, and 
the representative sampling of gap specifications for bikes and cars charted here tell a sad story. 
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Maximum Spark Length 

Coil- Sample 4000 6440 10.160 
From: Sparks/ Sparks/ Sparks/ 

Min. Min. Min. 
10.0mm 8.3mm 1.9mm 
5.imm 9.3mm: 8.9mm 
11.2mm 11.1mm 10.3mm 
9.9mm 12.4mm 10.9mm 
12.1mm 12.4mm 11.1mm 
13.4mm 12.7mm 10.8mm 
13.6mm 13.0mm 10.8mm 
13.6mm 13.4mm 11.7mm 
14.8mm 14.6mm 13.2mm 
15.1mm 14.7mm 12.6mm 
19.3mm 17.6mm 13.1mm 
20.6mm 18.6mm 13.6mm 
26.3mm 26.3mm 26.3mm 
31.2mm 31.2mm 31.2mm 


Ducati 750 
Norton 850 
Yamaha RD350 
Honda CB350 
Kawasaki 400 S3 
Yamaha XS500B 
Yamaha 250 YDS-3 
Suzuki GT750 
Honda CB750 
Chrysler Marine 
Honda CB500 
Kawasaki 903 Z-1 
Delco (Chevrolet) 
K-Mart (Anything) 


Testing showed the best motorcycle coil to be clearly inferior to the average for cars, and a six-volt 
coil for the old Yamaha YDS-3 proved stronger than those for the latest XS500B. 


plug electrodes at the moment the spark 
occurs, and this unpleasant fact of inter- 
nal combustion life requires that the igni- 
tion system itself supply a measure of 
mixture tolerance. And the most effective 
measure anyone has discovered is a wide 
spark gap. 

From what we are able to learn, itseems 
that the widened spark gap works to aid 
the ignition process in a couple of ways: 
it extends the spark duration, and in- 
creases the volume of mixture being ex- 
posed to the spark at any given moment. 
Both of these factors tend to improve the 
chances that a combustible portion of the 
fast-swirling charge will pass through 
the plug gap while the spark is present. 
The improvement thus obtained is then re- 
flected in several areas, beginning with 
an engine’s willingness to idle. Fuel ato- 
mization and vaporization is comparitively 
poor when an engine is idling, but if its 
plugs are gapped wide the mixture toler- 
ance will be broadened enough to cope 
with this condition. Similarly, the mixture 
reaching the cylinder tends to be very 
uneven when an engine is cold, and 
wide-gap plugs can turn a ‘“‘cold-natured”’ 
machine into one that coughs once on 
a chill morning and then is ready to get 
moving. And if there’s a slight carburetion 
problem, like a lean condition at part- 
throttle cruise, the widely gapped plugs 
will keep it from becoming manifested as 
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surging or hesitation. 

There usually is a slight improvement 
in fuel economy, too, with increased plug 
gaps. However, most motorcyclists will be 
more interested in the wider gap’s influ- 
ence on other areas of performance. It 
would be nice to report that there’s a 
solid, across-the-board power increase 
with higher spark voltages and wider plug 
gaps, but that isn’t the case. All the in- 
creased distance between plug elec- 
trodes does is to decrease an engine’s 
mixture sensitivity; the high voltage allows 
the use of wider gaps, and extends plug 
life. In short, the overall effect of such 
measures is to civilize engines rather than 
make them stronger. 

Even among motorcycles civility is a 
desirable trait, albeit rare, yet in the areas 
under discussion here everything con- 
spires against it. Motorcycles have rela- 
tively large-throat carburetors, almost in- 
variably provided on the basis of one per 
cylinder, and that may be good for full- 
throttle performance but has a bad effect 
on low-speed atomization of fuel. Further, 
motorcycles do not have the automobile 
engine’s heated intake manifold to aid in 
the vaporization of fuel. Finally, motorcy- 
cle carburetors tend to be comparitively 
crude instruments, not near as refined as 
those fitted on cars. These things com- 
bine to make the motorcycle engine’s 
air/fuel mixture an especially variable, 


uncertain thing and all motorcycles con- 
spicuous candidates for the compensat- 
ing effects of ultrawide plug gaps. Simi- 
larly, factors involving engine design and 
circumstances of use make life very dif- 
ficult for the motorcycle’s spark plugs, 
which means that our two-wheelers—even 
more than cars—need ignition systems 
that deliver a lot of reserve voltage. 

A quick glance through almost any 
spark plug catalogue will tell you that 
however much motorcycle engines might 
benefit from wide plug gaps, they aren’t 
getting them. The motorcycle manufac- 
turer’s plug-gap recommendation is given 
in most examples, and a scan of the 
specifications in the 1975 NGK catalogue 
shows an average of about .024-inch, with 
several down around .016 to .020, and 
a high (ignoring a couple of CDI-fired 
Kawasakis) or .032. Read through the 
same kind of specifications for American 
cars and you won’tfind anything less than 
an .032-inch plug gap. Your neighbor’s 
decade-old Chevy, the one you borrow 
to shop for plugs for your bike every 
month or so—and which gets its plugs 
replaced semiannually—rates a gap rec- 
ommendation of .035-inch. Late-model 
Fords are up in the .044 to .054 range 
and some of the new Delco coils are made 
to push sparks across gaps up to .080- 
inch, which will fire even extremely lean 
mixtures with unfailing regularity and is 
of enormous importance in emission- 
control work. 

So why the skimpy plug-gap specifi- 
cations for motorcycle engines? That’s a 
very good question, and one for which 
there is a straightforward answer: our 
ignition systems are too limp to handle 
anything but narrow spark gaps and still 
provide even marginally satisfactory plug 
life. We had long suspected motorcycles 
needed some help in this area; we didn’t 
know how much—despite Arnold Frank’s 
forthright comments—until after we had 
done some testing of our own. 

Engineers whose specialty is ignitions 
systems surround themselves with elabo- 
rate and costly instrumentation, and fret 
over microseconds and millijoules and 
spark scatter and a host of other high- 
voltage minutae. But all the expert-written 
reports total up to an overall impression 
that sheer voltage is the first ignition sys- 
tem consideration, and you can learn a 
lot about that just allowing sparks to arc 
across an air gap. There will be a very 
direct correlation between the width of 
the gap a system is able to bridge with 
a spark and its voltage output. You really 
need an oscilloscope to assign voltage 
numbers; the spark gap is quite satis- 
factory for comparative testing—especially 
if you confine your interest to, and draw 
conclusions only from, large-scale dif- 
ferences. The spark gap method tells you 
nothing about rise-times, secondary fir- 
ings or any of the less important nuances. 

With a number of practical consid- 
erations in mind, we decided to test only 
battery-energized coils, and constructed 
a suitable apparatus on our trusty Sears 
Craftsman lathe. The variable-speed lathe 
was used to drive a Delco distributor at 
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500, 805 and 1270 rpm, and the distrib- 
utor’s eight-lobe cam thus gave us 4000, 
6440 and 10,160 make/break cycles per 
minute at its contact points, which were 
controlling the current from a 12-volt 
Yuasa battery through the coil being 
tested. The distributor head was one res- 
cued from a salvage yard, but was fitted 
with a new set of points and a new .22 
microfarad condenser just to make sure 
the coils were being properly energized. 
The electrodes for our adjustable air gap 
were removed, with their insulators, from 
a new pair of Champion gold-palladium 
spark plugs. These electrodes were cho- 
sen because, while we did not anticipate 
problems with electrical erosion at ambi- 
ent temperatures, we did not want their 
sharp edges to become blunted as testing 
proceeded. Such blunting would have 
changed (increased) the electrical pres- 
sure required to force a spark across any 
given gap, and we didn't want to intro- 
duce any unnecessary error. For the 
same reason, we kept close watch over 
the condition of the contact points, and 
maintained the battery at full charge. All 
spark gap measurements were taken at 
the distance at which sparking was regu- 
lar, though some of the coils tested would 
fire intermittently across slightly wider 
gaps than those for which numbers were 
actually recorded. 

As a first step, we ran an ordinary Delco 
automotive coil on our test rig, using the 
companion ballast resister to make the 
results valid. What we wanted was a 
baseline number against which all other 
coils tested could be compared. Relatives 
of the Delco coil we used can be found 
in literally millions of General Motors 
products (Chevrolets, Buicks, Oldsmo- 
biles and Pontiacs) and we really don’t 
think this coil sets unreasonably high 
standards for voltage output. The people 
at GM don’t ask it to work against plug 
gaps wider than .035-inch in engines with 
moderate compression ratios, and you 
can buy the coil for less than $15.00, 
retail, almost anyplace in the country. 

Triggered to give 6440 sparks per min- 
ute, the Delco coil fired with impressive 
regularity out to a gap 26.3mm in width, 
beyond which point leakage from the 
high-tension terminal across the insulator 
and down to the battery/points terminals 
began to dampen its enthusiasm. This test 
was repeated a half-dozen times, with the 
same result, so we tried the Delco coil 
at 10,160 sparks/minute. At the higher 
rate output must have dropped, due to 
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the short time available for magnetic sat- 
uration of the coil, but we still got a 
26.3mm spark distance. 

With that baseline established, we went 
forward with the testing of our collection 
of motorcycle spark coils. The only way 
these could have emerged from the test- 
ing looking good would have been if we 
had used a Zippo lighter to produce our 
baseline spark. We didn’t try every motor- 
cycle coil, but we had a representative 
sampling of those energized by a battery 
and controlled with mechanical breaker 
points, and this sampling was uniformly 
lousy. Some were slightly better or worse 
than their fellows, but the bulk of them 
fizzled at about half the gap distance (and 
half the output voltage) our baseline 
Delco would produce. On average, the 
motorcycle coils tested would push an arc 
just over 13mm at 6440 sparks/minute, 
and around 12mm at the higher rate of 
delivery. Most of the numbers shown on 
the chart presented with this story com- 
pare very unfavorably against the figures 
for our baseline Delco. 

Honda Four owners may read the 
numbers and figure that they have been 
given the best of a bad deal, but that’s 
not necessarily true. Honda's twin-lead 
spark coils, used on all Fours, do pump 
up a bit more voltage than the typical 
single-lead motorcycle coil; they also 
have to fire across two spark gaps. The 
voltage path for a Honda Four (and Ka- 
wasaki Z-1) coil is out one lead to a plug’s 
center electrode; from there it jumps to 
the ground electrode and passes through 
the head to another plug’s ground elec- 
trode; jumps a second gap to yet another 
center electrode and then returns to the 
coil via the second lead. Taking into con- 
sideration that one of those jumps is a 
“reverse-polarity”’ affair (going from the 
cool ground to the hot center electrode, 
which takes more voltage than the other 
way) and the existence of the extra gap, 
the net improvement is slight. The mar- 
ginal nature of the improvement is re- 
flected in the plug gaps recommended 
for Honda’s CB350 Twin, with a single- 
lead coil, and the CB750 Four: both, ac- 
cording to NGK, should have their plugs 
gapped at .028-inch. 

If no motorcycle coil were conspic- 
uously better than the rest, one distin- 
guished itself by being a lot worse. The 
coil Ducati provides with its 750 twins, 
the little beauty that did so much to en- 
courage this investigation, stands in 
about the same relationship to other bike 
coils as they occupy relative to the Delco. 
We checked six Ducati coils, and the 
miserable little spark we got from the best 
of the lot is responsible for the depressing 
figures you see on our chart. At 6440 
sparks/minute the Ducati coil was strain- 
ing to bridge an 8mm gap; at 10,160 
sparks/minute it would just wisp its way 
between electrodes 1.9mm apart. Of 
course in real life the Ducati coil never 
has to crank out more than 4500 sparks 
per minute, so to give the thing a break 
we tried it down at 4000—and it responded 
by leaping a miserable 10mm gap. It’s no 
wonder that my own Ducati perked up 





when it started getting spark voltage from 
a pair of automotive coils. 

We very strongly suspect that there are 
few motorcycles that wouldn’t benefit 
from a similar switch in coils, but many 
just aren’t eligible. Magneto and CDI sys- 
tems pretty generally require special coils, 
which the Delco is not; neither can stan- 
dard automotive coils be used as re- 
placements for the twin-lead items used 
on Honda Fours, etc. That leaves only 
bikes like the Yamaha twins, bikes with 
conventional, battery-energized ignition 
systems and single-lead coils as candi- 
dates for a coil transplant, and there are 
problems (though minor) even among 
these. You have to find room for those 
big automotive coils, which are nearly 
twice the size of even the largest motor- 
cycle counterparts, and you have to insert 
a ballast resistor to limit the current 
through the auto coils, just as in a car’s 
electrical system. Finally, there’s the 
greater amperage requirement to be con- 
sidered—about two amps while running, 
compared with one amp for a motorcycle 
coil at the same rate of spark delivery—but 
that really isn’t a serious difficulty, as most 
bike’s electrical systems will have the 
reserve to handle it. 

All of the above leaves a single potential 
difficulty, which is price, and that turns 
out not to be a problem at all. We checked 
with various motorcycle dealers and were 
quoted coil prices ranging from $10.00 
(Kawasaki 400 triple) to $30.00 (Honda 
CB750 Four). Delco coils go for about 
$15.00, and automotive ballast resistors 
retail for around $2.50, so you can fit your 
ailing Double-Zoomy twin with a trick ig- 
nition system for a grand total of maybe 
$32.50, plus tax, and light a mighty fire 
in your fussy two-stroke triple for less than 
$50.00—even if you can’t get a volume 
discount on the coils. 

Phil Schilling beat the current-draw/ 
ballast resistor problem by buying a pair 
of Chrysler Marine coils for his Ducati 
Super Sport, and you might want to give 
them a try. Phil worked a swindle and 
bought his wholesale for $16.00 apiece, 
and was truly delighted with them be- 
cause they are very small and fit right into 
the stock coil brackets, and they made 
the Super Sport run a world better. He 
lost only a little of his enthusiasm for them 
when testing showed (see chart page 47) 
that while they were a whole lot better 
than the Ducati coils and slightly stronger 
than the average for all motorcycle coils, 
they fell far short of matching the larger 
car coils’ output. 

And the spark-throwing, electrode- 
sizzling champion of our coil test? It is 
an all-purpose automotive coil sold by 
K-Mart, along with discount-priced shoes 
and bath oils. We don’t know who makes 
the K-Mart coil, but the thing retails locally 
for $6.66 and is the spark-producing bar- 
gain of the year. The K-Mart coil (which 
may be sold by other discount stores, 
under other names) is a little shorter than 
the Delco coil it is made to replace, mak- 
ing it a bit easier to mount, and like the 
Delco its output limit is reached not with 

(Continued on page 105) 
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® Dan Cooley is a professional mechanic 
at Brattin Motors, the Norton-Triumph and 
BMW dealership in San Diego. He is also 
a granite-core street-riding nut who 
averages 15,000 miles per year as a mat- 
ter of habit. Dan bought the first Triumph 
750 triple delivered to Brattin Motors in 
1969. The engine bears serial number 
158. In the six years since, the bike has 
been ridden over 98,000 miles, with 
periods of storage interrupting its use now 
and then when its owner got mad at it. 

The cylinder head oozed oil from the 
start. Pat Owens, then Service Manager 
at Triumph and now Motorcycle Me- 
chanics Instructor at Los Angeles Trade 
Tech, asked Dan to ride the bike for a 
while anyway to see if any other bothers 
showed up. Performance started to fade 
at 12,000 miles, so the cylinder head was 
removed. The power loss was due to 
“junked” valves, whose seats were 
rounded and burned and whose stem 
ends were so badly mushroomed that the 
valves couldn’t be pulled out the guides 
until the lumps were ground off. Too, in 
classic early-Trident fashion, the tops of 
the pistons had sagged into dished con- 
cavities until the compression ratio was 
low enough to match the pistons’ heat 
dissipating ability. The oil leak was caused 
by a flaw in the head casting. 

Triumph had supplied a replacement 
head by then, so it was fitted with new 
valves so that the valve seats touched in 
the middle of the valve face. In those first 
engines, Triumph had a racing-type fit 
where the valve seats mated on the out- 
side lip of the face and didn’t last very 
long. To prevent the valve stem ends from 
dishing, which makes the valves difficult 
to get out and demands frequent clear- 
ance adjustment, Dan shortened the stem 
slightly and placed a hardened scrubber 
cap from an Alfa Romeo on each valve. 
Triumph has since adopted a pivoting-ball 
adjuster, after suffering owners with 
mushroomed valves for 30 odd years. 
New, thicker-domed pistons were sup- 
plied with the head and were installed at 
the same time. 

Performance remained crisp, clear- 
ances changed very slowly, and oil con- 
sumption stayed at about 700 miles per 
quart until one of the oil ring expanders 
broke and caused heavy smoke to pour 
out the exhaust at 27,000 miles. The tear- 
down showed the valves and pistons to 
be in decent shape and the engine was 
put back together with a new set of rings. 

The top end remained stable until the 
odometer approached 50,000 miles and 
a check with a compression gauge 
showed the rings needed replacing. Mi- 
crometer and bore gauge measurement 
of the disassembled components also 
revealed the piston and cylinder to be 
worn past acceptable tolerances. The 
cylinder was bored and honed to fit .010- 
inch oversize pistons and new valves 
were put in simply because the engine 
was apart. The valve guides were only 
worn to about half the maximum accept- 
able amount, but, like the valves, they 
were replaced. 

During the rebuild, it was noticed that 
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the studs which fasten the head to the 
cylinder felt mushy while being torqued. 
Sure enough, the torque wrench just kept 
turning at 15 lb-ft. Cooley removed the 
head and cylinder and made new studs 
on his lathe which had half-inch threads 
to take the place of the standard three- 
eighths-inch ones in the cylinder body. 
“The biggest boon to English motorcy- 
cle maintenance since the hammer,” is 
how Dan Cooley describes Dow-Corning 
732 Silicone Seal. “The General Electric 
stuff doesn’t stick as well and takes lots 
longer to cure.” The silicon seal was used 
on both sides of all case gaskets and 
around the threads and heads of all the 
case screws to prevent oil seepage. Coo- 


ley says that it is the only thing he’s found 
that will prevent oil from weeping down 
from the bottom rocker box screws. He 
says that the stuff will even stop a leak 
from a warped case if it is molded into 
a bead along the seam and allowed to 
cure overnight before the bike is ridden. 

Since the top-end overhaul at 52,000 
miles, no other work has been required 
to those components, and the piston rings 
are just now beginning to noticeably lose 
compression at 98,000 miles. Cooley 
allows that the newer Triumph triples 
should get that far with only a couple of 
valve and ring jobs. The improvements 
made in the production line parts have 
followed his experiences like a shadow. 
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A professional motorcycle mechanic bought one of 
the first Triumph Tridents and proceeded to ride 
it for the next six years. Here’s what happened. 


by Jess Thomas 
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There were a couple of other engine- 
related problems that Cooley considers 
to have been majors. At about 30,000 
miles, the teeth on two of the transmission 
gears began to make enough noise to 
warrant disassembly and inspection. The 
hardening process on the teeth had not 
been correctly done, and the steel at the 
base of the teeth was beginning to crack 
and flake away. The gears were replaced 
and the gearbox has not been opened 
since that occasion. 

Although a new primary chain had been 
installed at the major overhaul, a broken 
screw in the chaincase caused Cooley 
to pull the primary drive apart again at 
54,000 miles. There is a retaining disc 
which holds the clutch shock absorber 
rubbers in place. The original screws for 
the disc were countersunk in the disc, 
and were retained with a thread-locking 
cement. Apparently the cement was not 
properly applied to some machines— 
Triumph issued a bulletin asking that the 
disc be reversed and the countersunk 
screws be replaced with hexhead screws 
secured with tab washers. Cooley did this 
on his bike during the major overhaul, but 
the head of one of the screws broke off 
and jammed between the chain and 
clutch sprocket. The new chain was dam- 
aged, and Cooley was so infuriated that 
he parked the bike for several months and 
rode a BMW R50 for 37,000 miles to give 
himself time to cool off. 

The Triumph’s acceleration, feel and, 
oddly enough, vibration, were soon 
missed, however, and the bike was reas- 
sembled with another new chain and a 
set of stronger screws. This time a bead 
of silicon seal was put over each screw 
head so that even if one did break, it could 
not fall down into the moving parts. 

Cooley feels that much of Lucas’ bad 
reputation was earned during the D.C. 
generator and mechanical regulator days. 


Cooley's Trident fitted with 
Vetter Phantom fairing, rear-set 
handlebars, homemade carry- 
ing platform, and special seat 
looks like it just rolled 

off the showroom. 
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Ancient H-D Hummer seat mounted with single central spring floats on frame to give best comfort. 


He notes that the newer alternator and 
Zener regulator system has proven to be 
quite reliable since improvements were 
made to the Zener itself after a rash of 
troubles in "68 and '69 models. The only 
modification to the electrical system on 
this experienced professional’s machine 
was to lock the ignition advance mecha- 
nism at full advance. “It bites ya a little, 
but it’s a lot better than rebuilding the unit 
every two weeks,” Cooley says. The 
Triumph went through five of the origi- 
nal-equipment Siba ignition coils before 
the small-size Lucas counterparts came 
out, but no trouble has developed since. 
Three taillight bulbs burned out early-on, 
then Cooley made a thick (about 3/16- 
inch) insulator gasket to place between 
the fender and light housing from a sheet 
of red“plumbers rubber” he bought at 
a hardware store. The fourth taillight bulb 
and the original (!!) headlight bulb are still 
in the bike. The original battery lasted until 
it was left to sit for three months when 
the primary screw broke. Cooley states 
that most bike batteries fail because they 


are not topped up with distilled water, and 
because most machines do not have am- 
meters to indicate charge rate. He always 
switches on the headlight when the am- 
meter shows a charge rate of 2 amps or 
more. Fast cruising at high temperatures 
will boil water out of a battery quickly if 
the charge rate is high. The Triumph is 
still on its original condensers and second 
set of breaker points. Delco-Remy # U- 
1901 breaker points cam lube kept ad- 
justment intervals to a minimum. 

A few modifications to the engine and 
running gear made significant differences. 
Installing three 26mm Mikuni VMSC car- 
buretors made starting easier and adjust- 
ment less frequent. They even improved 
mileage a bit. A long coil spring was 
placed inside the throttle grip with one 
end anchored to the handlebar and the 
other fastened to the rotating grip. The 
force of the spring counteracts the throt- 
tle slide return springs, which reduces 
hand fatigue greatly during long trips. The 
original bellcrank linkage was replaced 
with a one-into-three cable made from the 








Dan Cooley surveys his cluttered kingdom. It’s a real, old fashioned Cooley's zipper bag contains rain suit, a spare rear tube, chain lube, 
motorcycle shop that is a way of life without the facade of pretention. tire pump, hand tools, a chain breaker, and spare chain links. 


This immaculate machine owes its oil tightness to Dow Corning Silicon Seal and its beautiful general 
condition to a lot of tender loving care from an owner whọ is a professional motorcycle mechanic. 
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original choke junction box. Cooley feels 
that an experienced rider doesn’t need 
the spring tension afforded by a strong 
self-closing system. 

The clutch control cable is a composite 
assembly composed of a Barnett inner 
cable in a Wassell teflon lined outer 
housing. Allowing STP to flow through the 
cable with a funnel provides lubrication 
sufficient for two month’s daily riding. 

An 18-tooth countershaft sprocket re- 
placed the original 19-toother when a 
friend’s Honda 750 Four would out- 
accelerate the Trident in a high gear 
turn-on. The gearing change reversed the 
advantage, even after the Honda was 
enlarged to 860cc, anda bothersome rear 
chain vibration was coincidentally re- 
duced as well. 

Dan Cooley has never found a frame- 
mounted dual seat that was comfortable 
enough for long trips, so he made a rather 
scabby-looking but effective solo seat. A 
standard seat from a 1952 H-D Hummer 
was acquired for $5.00 and then a thick 
foam pad replaced the decaying original. 
The front pivoting mount was made by 
welding a rubber Silentbloc tube to a 
couple of adapter straps, and a single 
central coil spring allows the seat to float 
on the top of the frame. The floating seat 
isolates the rider from the road vibrations 
that pass through the suspension. Fatigue 
is greatly reduced with the seat, but 
“there isn’t anything that doesn’t get hard 
after an 800-mile day.” 

Webco transparent in-line fuel filters 
strain out the grit that always seems to 
get pumped into the tank along with the 
gas. With transparent filter bodies, any 
water trapped in the system can be seen 
and removed before it gets to the carbs. 

The Trident still has the original brake 
linings on both ends. 

Triumph’s standard oil cooler has been 
a first-rate benefit. During jaunts across 
desert highways, a friend’s Honda 750 
Four gets smoking hot, while Cooley can 


(Contiriued on page 90) 
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@ The Dodge van careened awkwardly 
away from the Honda shop. Murphy 
Vandermeer fished a kitchen match from 
the dashboard and lit a cigarette. Kitchen 
matches infest everything he owns. One 
of these days his environment will sponta- 
neously ignite and blow us all away. 

“Barry,” he said, “why wouldn’t he loan 
us those TL125s? I just can’t understand.” 
He had a point there. Why shouldn’t the 
Honda dealer hand over two brand new 
motorcycles to perfect strangers? Murphy 
beat on the dashboard in time with some 
internal rhythm. Kitchen matches 
bounced to the floorboard and fell from 
the seats. “Wouldn’t it be easier to ride 
those trials on our own enduro bikes? 
What’s the point of all this rushing around 
begging, except to please your sister? 
Which isn’t a bad idea, at that.” 

“Laurie said trials are real different 
from enduros like we’re used to, and be- 
sides, we owe it to ourselves to be pre- 
pared. Head for the Bultaco shop.” 

I hadn’t seen Laurie much since she’d 
gone off to LSU, so when she called and 
said she was bringing her Bul up for the 
observed trials Sunday, I naturally invited 
myself to meet her there. One thing led 
to another until I had volunteered Murphy 
and myself to ride with her. The only thing 
that kept Murphy from getting hostile 
about the idea was the fact that Laurie 
was a real looker. She used to be so buck- 
toothed in the first grade that she could 
eat peas from a bottle or an apple through 
a picket fence, but the braces fixed her 
up right. Guys were always falling in love 
with her, buying her gifts, taking her to 
nice places. The only dude who ever really 
got his hooks into her did clever things 
like remembering her birthday with a new 
Bell trials cap, or maybe a set of plastic 
fenders for Christmas. I never met that 
particular joker, but across the miles and 
years I still salute his perception. The way 
to a fanatic’s heart is apparently through 
their obsession. 

I just wish she had called me sooner. 
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by Jimmie Long 


Saturday morning was fairly short notice 
to locate two freebie trials bikes in a town 
where most everybody could be counted 
on to think trials is what goes hand in 
hand with tribulations in atonement for 
sin. Murphy led the way into the Bultaco 
shop yelling, “I’m here for a Sherpa T! 
Where’s the Sherpa T man?” 

“Right here.” The friendly Bultaco 
dealer leaped from the back room over 
a packing crate and started shaking hands. 
“Murphy Vandermeer, old Penton Power 
himself. Good to see you again. And Barry 
Geraldson, the Kosmic Kawasaki. Yes sir, 
my two good old pals.” 

“Friendly, we’re gonna ride those trials 
tomorrow,” Murphy said confidentially. 

“Trials are the coming thing, Murph,” 
Friendly said. Everyone called him 
Friendly because he was... well... 
the friendly Bultaco dealer. Only his wife 
knew his real name. She also called him 
Friendly. 

He said, “You need to jump on the 
Bultaco bandwagon while the price is right 
and the getting is good, before the demand 
becomes impossible. Since you’re Barry’s 
friend, and mine, and since Laurie, Barry’s 
exceedingly attractive sister, had the ex- 
cellent taste to buy a Sherpa T from me, 
I can make you a deal. I can sell you this 
Sherpa T. I can mount the speedo on the 
handlebars and mount you a kill button. 
I can give you plastic fenders and a set 
of exotic metric Allen wrenches. I can give 
you a handful of spark plugs. I can give 
you this genuine authorized replica of the 
Bell observed trials cap worn by Sammy 
Miller during the Scottish Six Day.” 

Friendly turned to the east toward the 
Bultaco factory in Barcelona. He majes- 
tically stood on a wobbly milk crate and 
solemnly crowned Murphy with the white 
cap. 

Taking her cue as the personally ex- 
cellent employee she is, the friendly Bul- 
taco salesgirl nestled her perfectly sculp- 
tured chin in her palms and rested her 
elbows on the counter. She sort of swayed 


back and forth, almost hypnotically. Lo- 
wering her pale blue eyes, she said, 
“Murphy, you look so good in that cap. 
You look so damn good.” 

I screamed. “J7// buy a Bultaco! Gimme 
that hat. Wow! I wanna Sherpa T! Show 
me some logs—I’ll jump up on the front 
wheel—observed trials! Whoopee!” 

Friendly snatched the cap from my 
trembling hands and winked at the 
friendly Bultaco salesgirl. “I don’t know 
if you’re ready to step up to Bultaco. Mr. 
Vandermeer is.” 

Loosely translated, that meant Friendly 
figured Murphy had a wad of cash burn- 
ing a hole in his pocket (and probably 
some kitchen matches that would likewise 
do the job), and I probably did not. 
Friendly replaced the cap on Murphy’s 
head where he thought it would do most 
good, and smiled. 

Murphy was a bit stunned, to say the 
least, not because of Friendly’s sales- 
manship or my outburst, but because his 
glazed green eyes were locked in solid 
contact with those hooded blue jewels 
resting so innocently above the friendly 
Bultaco salesgirl’s dimpled nose and cun- 
ning smile. He hadn’t heard or seen a 
thing that happened, but he was never- 
theless on the verge of buying himself a 
Bultaco. 

I don’t know what Friendly pays that 
girl, but whatever it is, isn’t enough. 

This situation had to be stopped before 
it became embarrassing, to say nothing 
about keeping my own greasy neck out 
of possible hock. “Look, Friendly, ... ah 

. we weren’t actually wanting to buy 
a bike, as such. We were, you know, won- 
dering, seeing as how we’re such good 
friends and all, we were wondering if we 
could borrow a couple of bikes for those 
trials tomorrow.” 


“Say what?” 

“You know ... if you have a couple 
to spare.” 

“Huh?” 

The friendly Bultaco salesgirl said, “Mr. 
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Geraldson seems to be inquiring on behalf 
of Mr. Vandermeer about the possibility 
of renting two Sherpas.” 

“Oh. That’s what I thought you said,” 
Friendly beamed. 

Having been informed of the prevailing 
wind in the Bultaco shop, F said, “Yeah 
... have you got some bikes we can rent?” 

“Nov | 

Murphy casually pointed over 
Friendly’s shoulder at the trio of 250s at 
the end of the lineup near the window. 
“So what are those over there?” 

“Pursangs,” Friendly said with a 
straight face. “New Pursangs that haven’t 
been ridden or depreciated at all, if you 
catch the drift of what it is I’m trying to 
politely tell you.” 

“Come on, Friendly,” Murphy said. 
“Them’s not Pur-sangs. Pur-sangs got a 
low pipe and them’s got a not-so-low 
pipe.” 

“Okay then. They’re red Alpinas.” 

“In other words, you can’t help us,” I 
said. 

Friendly shrugged. “I’m sorry, boys.” 

“Thanks anyway,” I said. “I guess we 
could try the Suzuki place, then start 
looking in people’s garages. But we’ll 
think of something.” 

“Perhaps you won’t have to,” the 
friendly Bultaco salesgirl slowly said. 
“Looking out the window, you will notice 
that Vincent Bergman is in the parking 
lot and about to enter the shop.” 

“Bergman?” Murphy mused. “Berg- 
man? Vincent?” 

“Looks like Madman Metralla to me,” 
I said. 

“Have it your way,” the friendly Bultaco 
salesgirl said. “But his name is Vincent 
Bergman.” 

“So it is.” 

Madman/Vincent was an old enduro- 
riding buddy of ours, a sterling individual 
who was usually quite rational. The tar- 
nish on his particular sterling personality 
took the form of restoring junkers and 
basket cases for profit to support his pas- 
sion—three old Bultaco Metrallas, one of 
them in the TSS roadracer configuration. 
You could be driving home late at night 
along a lonely stretch of highway and hear 
this moaning whine welling up behind 
you. By the time you checked the rear 
view mirror, a red and silver bullet had 
whumped past and shimmered into the 
distant fog even before your eyes could 
refocus on the road—it would be Madman 
Metralla, tucked in, hanging on, in pursuit 
of his headlight beam. It was not beyond 
him to go to St. Louis for a Dr. Pepper; 
he enjoyed watching airplanes land, so he 
would go to Love Field in Dallas to watch 
airplanes. Madman had an itch he had 
to scratch, and at any given time he could 
be counted on to own eight or ten motor- 
cycles. He was just the man we wanted 
to see. 

The friendly Bultaco salesgirl rum- 
maged through the morning’s sales slips. 
“Earlier today, Vincent purchased four 
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spark plugs—two each of Champion N4 
and NOY ...” 

“So what?” 

“... for a 1970 Sherpa T and a 1970 
Dalesman 125 Trials. Don’t interrupt me, 
Barry. It is not polite. Vincent apparently 
has the bikes running. Otherwise he 
wouldn’t spend his money on the extra 
plugs.” 

“Oh.” 

“I see,” said Murphy as he donned his 
racer-face and jumped to the door to greet 
our pigeon. “Look here, everybody. It’s 
our old friend Madman Metralla.” 
Murphy was grinning like a possum what 
bit into a green persimmon. 

“Hey there, Madman,” I said. “How’s 
it going, old shoe?” 

“What do you turkeys want?” Madman 
sniffed. He looked first at me then at 
Murphy, then wiped his runny nose on 
Murphy’s sweatshirt to see what would 
happen. 

Murphy said, “PI lay it on the line for 
you, Madman. “T’ll be straight with you.” 
Madman checked his wallet and car keys. 
“I hear you’ve got a couple of trials bikes.” 

“Who told you that lie?” 











“I take walks, I see things. I have my 
sources. The point is that Barry and I 
would really be indebted to you if we 
could borrow those bikes for tomorrow. 
We're desperate.” 

“You're degenerate is what you are. Not 
a chance.” 

Murphy pleaded. “What have I ever 
done to you to deserve this treatment?” 

Madman lifted his bloodshot eyes to the 
ceiling. “What haven’? you done?” 

“All right, wiseguy, name one time I’ve 
done you wrong.” 

“How about the time you stuffed my 
toolbox full of toilet paper before the 
Cottonbowl National?” 

“Yeah, I had forgotten about that.” 

“How about the time you put an ad 
in the paper saying I had ducks to give 
away, and everybody in town who wanted 
duck dinner starts calling at five in the 
morning?” 


“You don’t know I did that,” Murphy 
protested. 

“It was you or Barry sure as hell because 
that was a week after I moved here and 
only three people knew my phone number 
and I was one of them.” Madman was 
Starting to get hot, which would not help 
us get the bikes. 

Murphy started telling about what 
Madman had done to us in general and 
himself in particular, and was apparently 
losing sight of our purpose. If he kept 
talking, Madman was liable to figure out 
that one of us (namely Murphy) was the 
individual who put the rear view mirror 
mounting bracket around the kill button 
wire on Madman’s favorite Metralla. Vi- 
bration slowly wore the insulation away, 
causing a mysterious progressive ignition 
failure which climaxed, so the story goes, 
ten miles outside of Winnfield, Louisiana, 
during the remnants of a recent hurricane. 
A kindly family took the frozen, drenched 
Madman in out of the rain, fed him, and 
promised to have a long heart-to-heart 
with me or Murphy, since we were then 
prime suspects. Six months of kindness 
(mostly in the form of neglect) convinced 
Madman of our innocence. But when I 
later met a girl named Jordan, who hap- 
pened to live about ten miles outside 
Winnfield, I had the good presence of 
mind to vigorously deny everything I 
could think of when she asked if I knew 
a guy named “Vander-something or an- 
other sorta foreign.” There was no possi- 
bility at all that Madman had called off 
his benefactor’s vendetta; this little girl 
was man enough to ride herd on her BSA 
Gold Star, so I didn’t even want to risk 
meeting cousins or brothers nursing even 
the vaguest historical grievance against my 
personal well-being. Be that as it may, if 
Murphy and Madman kept exchanging 
stories, it would be only a matter of min- 
utes before two and two added to five 
again. I had to seal the deal. 

“Madman, may I say something?” I 
asked. 

“And I’ve got a few things to hash over 
with you when! get through with psycho- 
path here.” 

“Madman ... we need the bikes... 
remember the times I fixed you up with 
my sister? What are your chances of more 
of those evenings without my particular 
cooperation?” 

“Would you like the bikes now or in 
the morning?” 

Murphy said, “We trust you, Madman. 
We'll drop by in the morning.” 

You know, Murphy could have thought 
all day long without mentioning “trust” 
to Madman. That’s something that just 
isn’t done; I can assure you a nickname 
like “Madman” isn’t earned solely on the 
basis of owning three copies of the same 
motorcycle. Waiting until Sunday morn- 
ing to pick up the Dalesman and the 
Sherpa proved to have been an unfortu- 
nate oversight, which, knowing Madman 
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at all, you almost could’ve made book on. 
Madman seemed altogether too happy to 
part with his investments for the day, and 
his eyes were more bloodshot than usual. 
like he hadn’t slept much Saturday night. 

Murphy drove while I read out loud 
from a book on how to ride observed 
trials, figuring we needed some notion of 
how hot the fire might be before we 
jumped from the frying pan. I skipped 
the chapter on machine preparation 
(dumb), since we took charge of the bikes 
all of two hours before key time . . . or 
whatever the time when a trials starts is 
called, and dwelled on the history, rules, 
and two sections on riding techniques. 
There was an impressive picture of Gor- 
don Jackson dabbing from his AJS 16MC 
for the only point he lost during the 1956 
Scottish. Some of the more dramatic pic- 
tures of trials riders doing their stuff I 
stuck in Murphy’s face for comment. He 
said, “I wouldn’t want to be twisted up 
like that at no forty miles an hour, but 
I guess that real slow wouldn’t be too 
bad.” 

An open jeep hauling three Montesas 
was just ahead of us. The road suddenly 
dipped downhill to where a little creek had 
overflowed its culvert and left a slush of 
ruts and puddles. The jeep’s driver stood 
up on the floorboard and carefully picked 
a meticulous line across to the wild cheers 
of the two guys with him. 

“These suckers are really ate up with 
it,” Murphy said as he gunned the Dodge 
and lifted up on the steering wheel just 
before entering the mud. “Front end is 
too heavy for good trials work,” he said 
knowledgeably, “but it tracks pretty well 
for a van.” 

The campgrounds were five miles into 
the woods in a large clearing by a 
crossroads. About two hundred people 
were already there, with a disproportion- 
ate number of nice tents and mobile 
homes. Trials riders either travel first class 
in general, or a lot of them had come from 
far enough away to have arrived Saturday. 
We pulled just off the side of the road 
in time to do a double-take at a guy on 
a Yamaha TY250 whizzing down the road 
with the front wheel up in the air at an 
obscene angle and his yellow cap jauntily 
perched on top of just an awful lot of hair. 
He didn’t feather the throttle or nothing, 
just whipped on down the road and 
around a bend, making less noise than a 
mildly offensive alarm clock. 

“Uh-huh,” I said. 

“Bet he can’t do that on the front 
wheel.” 

“Don’t be so hasty. Look around.” 

Riders were weaving in and out of trees, 
around trees, up trees, making full lock 
circles, jumping logs and ditches, eating 
sandwiches, playing the banjo—all sorts of 
unlikely behaviors on a motorcycle. One 
guy was riding his Ossa backwards. An- 
other would ride his Yamaha’s front tire 
into a car and stand there with the brake 
and clutch pulled in. After ten or fifteen 
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seconds of indecisive balancing, he pulled 
back on the bars, cranked the wheel over, 
and motored around in a tight circle to 
do it again. Everybody was going so 
slow—even the lousy cars were going slow. 
My watch is always five minutes fast and 
for the first time since I’ve had the thing 
I was glad of it. 

“Are we sure we even want to get out?” 
I asked. 

“Might as well, but I don’t know about 
unloading the bikes. I’m afraid we’ve 
come to this shooting match unarmed.” 

We went looking for Laurie and her 
MGB and I noticed a curious thing—trials 
riders are a very colorful bunch. In general 
they are quite well-dressed, as opposed 
to your average enduro rider who is given 
to wearing semi-rags in combinations that 
would make Oliver Twist scream in dis- 
gust. The trials bikes were also generally 
appealing, many with excellent custom 
paint jobs. Even the ratty old veterans 
appeared sharp and trim, especially when 
compared in my mind with ratty old en- 
duro bikes which resemble more than 
anything else a cat fight wadded up with 
duct tape. The most striking get-up we 
saw was this joker with black boots, black 
leathers, black jersey, a black cap, a black 
Bultaco, and sunglasses. Murphy said, 
“That guy looks bad.” I didn’t disagree. 

Laurie’s blue MGB and her scaled- 
down trailer was easy enough to find, but 
she and her Bul was gone. We moseyed 
back to the van and unloaded the bikes. 
which was the first time in my life Id 
been embarrassed just un/oading, for cry- 
ing out loud. These trials characters 
looked really good at their business, and 
I was ready to take Madman’s motorcycles 
and my nose out of that business as soon 
as possible. Murphy was having none of 
that. “This is your turkey shoot, turkey,” 
he growled. “We’re staying.” 





About that time, Laurie rode up and 
I thought Id seen some nattily dressed 
riders, but she took the cake. She was 
wearing her Full Bores, jeans, a slim blue 
jersey, and a white stocking cap with a 
ball of fuzzy on top and a dark blue accent 
stripe just above where her chestnut brown 
hair made its appearance. Her Bultaco was 
a knockout. The fiberglass was painted 
powder blue. The heavy accent stripes at 
the base of the tank were a navy blue that 
perfectly matched the stripe on her stock- 
ing cap. It had white plastic fenders, and 
a white BULTACO was painted in an 
intricate scrollwork across the accent 
stripes. Closer inspection revealed this 
scrollwork consisted of little white horsies 
and daisies and duckies. 

We made with the hugs and small talk, 
then I asked the obvious question. 
“Laurie, what is that motorcycle supposed 





to be?” 

“This?” She stroked the hard seat very 
gently. “This is Jonathan Livingston Bul- 
taco...” 

“Oh, really?” 

“|. as valid a vehicle for my freedom 
and personal expression as any canvas.” 
“I see. So you’re an art major now.” 

“With a minor in philosophy,” she 
beamed. 

“I never would have guessed,” Murphy 
grumbled. 

“You're such a silly poot,” she giggled. 
“Pm so glad you could make it out here 
to ride with me... and you got two trials 
bikes!” Laurie ran to Murphy, who was 
fiddling with the Bul’s spark plug, and 
rubbed his neck. “Is that a T?” 

Murphy snorted. “This is Grandfather 
T. This Bul is so old the original decals 
were written in Spanish. It’s so old that 
the last time it was in competition its rider 
wore spats and a tophat. Those shocks 
aren’t any more than mild jolts now. And 
the chain . . . the chain has so many kinks 
it ought to be jailed on a morals charge.” 

“The eternal optimist,” Laurie said as 
she kissed Murphy on the ear. “You never 
change.” 

“Well, I’m riding the Bul because I beat 
Barry at a coin toss. I think I beat him 
in getting the Bul. I don’t know. One of 
us won. I think.” 

“And what’s the other one?” Laurie 
said, skipping around the trailer to the 
Dalesman. “It looks like a tall Hodaka.” 

“It’s a Dalesman,” I said. 

“Sure does shine what with all that 
shiny metal. Is it a genuine trials bike?” 

Murphy said, “Nah. It’s a flat tracker 
and we just reversed the sprockets.” He 
was joking, but nevertheless had made a 
mildly prophetic statement. 

Laurie ignored him. “I’ve never seen 
a Dalesman before. It must be a trials 
bike. Look at the little seat and all that 
ground clearance. Very nice, Barry. What 
kind of engine does it have?” 

“Puch.” 

“Gee, it doesn’t /ook sick. But the 
sprocket!” she cried. “It hasn't got any 
teeth.” 

“Sure it does,” I said. “See? Right 
there.” 

Laurie got on her knees and felt around. 
“So it does. But I wouldn't get any 
Clearasil near those ‘teeth’ or they'll dry 
up and disappear completely.” 

“Come on, Laurie. It’s not that bad.” 

“Yes it is, Barry. I'd suggest oiling the 
chain, but it’d just help it slip off the 
sprocket.” 

“You're a lot of help.” 

Laurie giggled. “Isn't that the truth. 
Come on. Let’s get you guys signed in 
before the riders’ meeting.” 

We walked across the field to a roped- 
off area around a big Winnebago. Murphy 
and I each got an entry blank and lined 
up according to height. I wrote on Laurie’s 
back while Murphy wrote on mine, caus- 
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K awasaki leads the way 
again. This time we're 
the first major foreign manu- 
facturer to put our motor- 
cycles together right here in 
the United States. Kawasaki 
has opened a 270,000-sq. ft. 
manufacturing and assembly 
plant in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
How much more American 
can you get? 

Our giant facility is now 
producing the commuter’s 
delight, the famous KZ-400 
four-stroke twin. Soon to 
follow will be Z-1’s. Lincoln 
will also be putting out the 
wild new Kawasaki Jet Ski, 
that incredible water-going 
good times machine you've 
heard about lately. 

When the plant reaches 
full operating capacity it will 
be producing about 120,000 
units a year, and employing 
over 1,000 happy Lincoln- 
ians. It is projected that more 
than $20 million will be 
invested in this facility over 
the next three years. 

Now that’s quite a com- 
mitment. But, of course, 
Kawasaki is the fastest grow- 
ing motorcycle manufactu- 
rer in America...so what 
else would you expect? 


©Kawasaki Motors Corporation 1975 














Kawasaki Good Times 
































BICYCLE BERSERKING’S BEST... 























Dave Clinton 
1975 National Bicycle Association 
Motocross Points Champion and 
Number One Plate Holder 


Meet a 5-ft., 3-in., 135-Ib., red-haired, 
freckle-faced 15-year-old from Simi, 
Califorina. Dave Clinton, the best BMX’er 
in the country, and probably the world. 
Rough, ready and willing to try just about 
anything that looks like a good time. And 
since Dave and Kawasaki got together, the 
good times have really been rollin: 


9: How'd a nice guy like you get into a 
sport like this? 

\: Well, | started goin’ crazy in a field out 
behind my house. | was about 13. 

Three months later | was racin: 

: And what are ya’ ridin’ now? 

: Basically a Kawasaki Professional. 
With a couple of little tricks of my own. 

: How do ya’ like it? 

: Great. That’s why | ride it. It seems to 
be lighter and faster than anything 
I've raced against. Especially off the 
line. And it doesn’t bust. It’s the hot 
set-up. What else can | say? 

: That’s plenty. How many trophies ya’ got? 

: Oh, about 150. Including a couple 
of Yamaha Gold-Cups. And of course 
that Number One Points job. 

}: Not bad for a couple of years of foolin . 
around on a bicycle. How come you're 
so fast, anyway? 

: | guess it comes down to practice, 
conditioning and confidence. 

: Tell us about it. 

A: Well, | work out pretty regular. Bench 
presses, leg presses, stuff like that. 

In the school weight room. I’m doin’ 
510 Ibs. on the leg press now. And 
running, too. Ya’ gotta be ready , and 

ya’ gotta be psyched up. 

: Psyched up? 

: Yeah. Y ou’ve gotta have confidence. 
Like ya’ gotta believe you can win 
even if you're ridin’ a busted Mo-Ped. 
Of course, a Pro doesn’t hurt. 

: What’s after BMX? 

: Motorcycles, for sure. I've got a 
Kawasaki KX-125. | like to keep it 
on, and it likes to go, so we're gettin’ 
along just fine. 

Q: Any advice on winning at BMX? 
4: Let the good times roll. 
3: Amen. 

































Kawasaki Good Times 











ANOTHER GOOD PAIR TO COMPARE. 
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As well as a price differential, you might want to take a look at the torque, fuel capacity, ground clearance and climbing 
categories on these two bikes. Also be sure to note the G-5 has rotary disc valve induction rather than reed type. The 


benefits of the rotary valve system are detailed to your left in the page-two story titled “More Power to Ya’ 
Oh yes, and don't forget those good times. They're included at no extra charge with every Kawasaki. 


“Manufacturer's suggested list price excluding freight, title, dealer prep, state and local taxes. Price subject to change without notice. 





You read about our Lincoln Plant on page one. 
Well here’s yet another new Kawasaki facility just for 
the U.S. It’s the Kawasaki Research and Development 
Center in Shakopee, (where?) Minnesota. 

This is our experimentation and getting-the-bugs- 
out place for products being specifically developed 
for the American market. That’s you, folks. 

Among the many nifty features at the 55-acre 
site are: a 35,000-sq. ft. building, specialized test 
tracks, acoustical sound testing rooms and all kinds of 
radical equipment for endurance and environmental 
impact evaluation. And it’s all for you Mr. America. 
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` And that friends is how our 
























Kawasaki Good Times 




















0. course we're doin’ it in the 
dirt! Last year the number one 
plate was again picked up ona 
Kawasaki. And we’d like to 
introduce you to our new 
factory go-fasters, who are 
campaigning onthe National # 
and Trans-AMA circuits this 法 
season. Meet Gary Semics 
and Steve Wise. 


Both Steve and Gary are 
riding slightly modified 
versions of our factory 
KX series bikes, as : 
featured in the last issue of the 
Good Times. The KX-125, 
KX-250 and KX-400. Outside 
of a few suspension and rider 
preference switches, their 
mounts are essentially the same 
machines on your Kawasaki 
dealer’s showroom floor. 


STEVE WISE, aisc oOanewcomer to 


Tearn Kawasaki, doesn't mind 
no her. In last year's 
eve smoked em all 
one other than this 
number one open class 
rider, Jim Weinert 


works racing program works. 
The more we learn from 
racing, the more you get to 
race with. Our racing effort 
helps us help you. So help 
yourself...to the good tintes. 
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tremendous physical capa 
winning techniques 
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A. Windbreakers 










B. RacingT-Shirts ©. Split Leather BD. Hang Ten MX 
For guys or gals. MX, cafe or road Jacket Rough and Jerseys They look 
Perfect way to be racing. Take your tough and good great. Atleasta — 








- lookin; too. In the 

awinner,too. _ true western spirit. 

~ Assorted colors. — Blue or brown, — 
z Suggest retail. $6. 


- couple of feetah 
of the rest. 


-= warm and cool at 


pick and look like 
the Same time. 








_HANG ONEON, © 

















DearKawasehi, 


I liue in Alaska, and not many up 
here daue seen a Z-1, let alone a 
KZ-400., As fanr as I knou, I wads 
among the first in Alesha to oun 
a Kawasaki KZ-400. Aud it seems 
tloahtaletlikethe cyclist dream, 
the renown 2-1, 
Everytime I go inte a gas sation, 
foths ash me clout my Z- I; They're 
realig interested init I hate todit- 
notearessingareatlive Z-1. 

One day while Iwas waiting ae 
traffic light, a fellow on a Mata- 
Guggi pulled up. He iaid my Z-1 
sure was nice. I couldn't tell hin. 
J just let tim ride off inte thedunset 
thinking he had talked tec guyon 
ech. 

Then there was the time I pulled 
into the local Kawasaki dealer. 
Öne of the guys who worked there 
came manning to the door. He 
Lhought I was a nice new 
2-1. When he sau the entire Like 
he wasn't nated. He said) 
| smoothly and quietly I pulled in. 
| Someday IU get a real 2-1, bet 


| until then IU stany with my KZ-400 


and pretend, andhaue alot of good 


: Inridinga Zee. 


Keep the Good Times rolling, 
Doug Watters 
College, Alaska 


4 Keep Em' Coming. 
Tell us aboni your good times ona 


Kawasaki. Well pich the test let- 
fers and run'em right here. You'll 
get a $100 Gift certificate gaod at 

local Kawasaki dealer if yours 


| you 
| wakes i. Now that ain't bad for 


ony tellin! 
Se left hear from yar Write: 
Column, 2.0. Box 11447, Santa 
Ana, California 92711. 





Cycle Test 


® Ask any experienced dirt rider what’s 
wrong with today’s ‘‘enduro bikes” and 
he’ll complain about slippery tires, small 
gas tanks, rubber footpegs, too much 
weight, bad shocks, unnecessary gad- 
gets, huge price tags, etc. For years, 
off-roading’s biggest market—the guy out 
for a good ride with his buddies—has had 
to put up with Japanese enduros encum- 
bered with vestments of street legality or 
pay a lot of money for temperamental, 
sometimes hard-to-ride European en- 
duros. The only alternative was a mo- 


HONDA 
MRI75 


A lot of people 
have wanted 
this motorcycle 
for a long time 
without even 
_ knowing it. 
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tocrosser—which gave him stiff suspen- 
sion, rotten mileage, a razor-narrow 
powerband and fouling spark plugs. It 
drained his bank account and pierced the 
wilderness with an unforgiveable din. 

In between the fire-breathing racer and 
dual-purpose enduro is the MR-175, a 
kind of a solution to the trail rider’s prob- 
lem. The bike is an enduro/ISDT-type 
machine with no attention given to street 
legality. The key to its uniqueness and 
success lies in the very fact that it is not 
street legal. Pavement considerations 








therefore don’t intrude on dirt perfor- 
mance. Money normally spent to include 
turnsignals, etc., can be used to improve 
dirt suitability. Far lesser import duties for 
bikes with no turnsignals frees up even 
more money for better components and 
lesser suggested retail prices. 

Most manufacturers don’t make a point 
of confessing that their bikes aren't com- 
pletely law-abiding. Honda, on the other 
hand, covers the MR-175 with decals 
proclaiming “for off-road use only,” and 
prints an official declaration on the State- 








Honda's Keihin carburetor (left) mirrors a traditional Mikuni almost exactly. 


ment of Origin that the bike is not street 
legal. Why then does the MR-175 have 
lights? A minor reason is to keep it from 
looking like a motocrosser so trail riders 
will be attracted to it on the showroom 
floor. The main reason is for safety—if you 
have to ride at night because someone 
is lost or broken down, you can. 

Honda loses about half the off-road 
funbike market by abandoning the li- 
censeplate set, but that still leaves more 
than a million potential customers who 
would never venture on pavement any- 
way. It’s amazing that this huge market 
hasn’t been tapped previously with a bike 
like the MR-175. Shorn of race track and 


HONDA MRI75 


62 


pavement considerations, it emerges as 
a near-perfect trailbike. At $895 it costs 
much less than any 175 motocrosser and 
about the same as the Japanese dual- 
purpose 175s which it easily out-per- 
forms. If you’re lucky, you can negotiate 
a better price. In Los Angeles this Spring 
MRs were selling for $767. 

Few bikes give a better first impression. 
Right away you spot the CR-125 suspen- 
sion and D.I.D. rims and you know there 
wasn’t any scrimping on materials. Ev- 
erything the trail rider needs seems to be 
there and it’s all wrapped up in a well- 
styled, attractive package. 

Climb aboard and there’s nothing to get 


O as 
Paunchy green tank holds plenty of fuel but some 
riders complain that it bumps their knees. 





Thick port bridges insure that rings don’t snag. 
There’s lots of room for extracting more power. 


a 


Space normally occupied by battery and oil tank has a beautiful air box with snorkel inlet. Shifter 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER 





sometimes bumps on magneto cover if it accidentaly gets bent, thus causing faulty gearbox operation. 





CR motocross shocks work swell on the little MR. 
Taillight does not contain a brake light. 


used to. The seat is spacious and com- 
fortable. The pegs are high so your toes 
can relax. The bars feel good sitting down 
or standing up, but some people will trade 
the skinny grips for something more hefty. 
All controls are well-placed and con- 
nected to components which work. A 
grandmother could ride the MR-175 be- 
cause everything functions so well. 

No one will set any speed or acceler- 
ation records on the new Honda, but only 
those who are trying to maintain brisk 
speed averages in a fast enduro will com- 
plain. The playbike rider can pick his gear 
and the resulting speed has conse- 
quences only in relation to his ability, but 
the enduro rider who must maintain pre- 
determined averages will find the five gear 
ratios spread too wide for the powerband. 
Six speeds or 3-4 more horsepower 
would make the MR ideal in competition 


for riders of any size. As it is, a 200- 
pounder can’t maintain a 30-mph average 
in sand or up a grade because wide open 
in second is only 28 mph and the engine 
won't pull third. 

At the drag strip Cycle’s test bike ran 
17.98 seconds and 68.59 mph, which is 
good but not great. A 175 Can-Am goes 
1.7-seconds quicker and 9-mph faster, 
but costs $350 more. A Suzuki TS-185 
enduro at the same price is 1.3-seconds 
and 7-mph slower. Numbers from the 
dynamometer are not impressive either 
—13.91 hp and 10.06 ft. Ibs. of torque— 
but they are enough to get the job done. 
A Cycle staffer rode an MR-175 in the 
Red Garter National Enduro and finished 
5th in a class with 129 entries—most of 
which were 250s. The bike performs bet- 
ter than its dyno figures indicate because 
it is so light—204 pounds dry and 226 
pounds with 3 gallons of gas. This ex- 
tremely light weight is like free horse- 
power, in the sense that it greatly im- 
proves the all-important power-to-weight 
ratio. For average playbike riding a 175- 
pound rider will have no complaints about 
power. A 200-pounder will wish for more 
only when he’s in a big hurry. Anyone 
on an MR who wants to chase a Husky 
should forget it. 

In spite of modest power, hills are not 
a problem for the MR-175 because an 
enormously low gear ratio in first lets the 
engine spin 34 times for each revolution 
of the rear wheel. This is the tightest ratio 
we know of in first and the MR simply 
gears its way up steeper hills. On lesser 
gradients a roll of the throttle suffices 
because the MR engine is by no means 
peaky. As long as revs are 5000 or more 
the Honda will accelerate without down- 
shifting and hold its own against a hill. 

Honda borrowed the basic engine 
cases (with different machining) from the 
MT-125 enduro, but beefed up everything 
else or substituted new components to 
handle the MR’s greater output. A ten 
millimeter larger bore with the same 50mm 
stroke accounts for the added dis- 
placement. The MR has its own cylinder, 
crank, head, carb and pipe. Its MT-125 
clutch has two extra plates for a total of 
11 and its MT magneto ignition is the 
same minus the battery charging coil. 

Simplicity and proven design charac- 
terize the engine. There’s no tricky port- 
ing, fancy rings or chrome bores. Relia- 
bility and long life seem to be the primary 
design criteria, along with easy mainte- 
nance. The head has a %-inch squish 
band encircling a symmetrical dome with 
a spark plug in its middle. There is provi- 
sion for a second spark plug or a com- 
pression release. Four hollow head-bolts 
thread to 8mm studs in the cases, sand- 
wiching the spaciously finned cylinder in 
place. Porting consists of one bridged 
intake, one exhaust and two bridged 
transfers. A cast-in steel liner makes ring 
replacements and overbores simple and 
inexpensive. The piston and its two thin- 
section chrome rings are fully floating in 
the rod’s needle bearing top end. A 

(Specifications page 64, 
test continued on page 106) 
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Test Conditions: 
Barometer 30.15 
Temperature 72° Dry 62° Wet 
Correction Factor 1.026 
Date of Test: 4/18/75 
As Tested on the Webco Dyno 


= 


Engine 

Speed BHP Torque 
2000 1.47 3.88 
2500 2.35 4.96 
3000 2.59 4.54 
3500 3.54 5.32 
4000 451 5.93 
4500 6.59 7.70 
5000 7.70 8.09 
5500 270 7-35 
6000 9.64 8.43 
6500 11.78 9.52 
7000 13.42 10.06 
7500 13.91 9.73 
8000 12.86 8.44 
8500 11.14 6.88 
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TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 


HONDA MR-175 





Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front Bridgestone 3.00 x 21 Motocross 
Bridgestone 3.50 x 18 Motocross 
1 x 4.33 in. (25 x 110mm) 
1 x 4.33 in. (25 x 110mm) 
Brake swept area 26.8 sq. in. (173 sq. cm) 
Specific brake loading 14.33 Ibs./sq. in. 
at test weight 
Engine type Two-stroke single 
Bore and stroke 66 x 50mm 
Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
20 Carburetion 1; 28mm; Keihin 
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RPMx100 


Oiled polyurethane foam 
Magneto 

13.91 @ 7500 rpm; actual 
10.06 @ 7000 rpm; actual 
Maximum Maximum 31°/5.7 in. (145 mm) 


RPMx100 20 


Power rpm Safe rpm 


Mph/1000 rpm, top ET 8.64 mph 
Fuel capacity 2.9 gal. (8.1 liters) 
Oil capacity Premix 20:1 
Electrical power 30 watts @ 5000 rpm 
Battery 
Standing -Mile Primary drive Helical gear 4.0:1 
Road Speed ! y Gear ratios, overall (1) 34.44 (2) 21.53 (3) 14.92 
vs Engine Speed \. (4) 11.00 (5) 8.50 
Wheelbase 53% in. (136cm) 
Seat height 31% in. (80cm) 
Ground clearance 9 in. (23cm) 
Curb weight 224 Ibs. (102kg) 
Test weight 884 Ibs. (174kg) 
Instruments Seiki speedo, odometer, 
reset trip meter 
Top speed 68.59 mph 
Standing start %-mile 17.98 sec.; 68.59 mph 
Sound level (California Standard) 87 dB(A) 
Average fuel consumption 
Speedometer error 30 mph actual 28.47 
60 mph actual 56.89 
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M r cycli S ES Dependability. Safety. 
Performance. Three reasons 

rie e on Dunlop Dunlop tires turn on more cycles 
and cyclists than any other tire. 

Like the Dunlop K-81. Its trigonic 

i dn adn profile (the industry’s first) assures a stable wet grip, 
@ and it bites hard even at a 45 degree lean. That’s 

other Tire all kinds of riding and racing. Get a pair on your 
cycle. You'll turn on to Dunlop too. 

intheworld. > DUNLOP 
@ Buffalo, N.Y. 14240 











performance! Dunlop has proven tread designs for 
CIRCLE NO. 24 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





® Consider for a moment a heretical 
proposition: Suzuki builds two-strokes for 
road-going riders who don’t particularly 
like two-strokes. Think of two-stroke 
roadsters and what do you picture? In the 
case of 250cc twins, you imagine some- 
thing raspy, noisy, pipey, intense, snap- 
pish and quick. You expect a machine 
that reacts reflexively rather than re- 
sponds deliberately—at least when new. 
And when well used up, there’s nothing 
quite so loose and pathetic as a high-per- 
formance two-stroke which has lost its 
sting and can only raise a baleful induc- 
tion boorrrkkkk. 

High-intensity two-strokes—front-line 
hardware like the Yamaha RD 350—are 
built for people who love two-strokes. 
Suzuki's GT 250M is different. Suzuki has 
strained out all that two-stroke tempera- 
ment; finely processed and packaged, the 
GT 250 is the most “four-stroke” small- 
displacement two-stroke anywhere. It’s 
more akin to Honda’s CB-360 than Ya- 
maha's RD 250. Far from being a snarling 
cat, the Suzuki 250 is a mellow pussycat, 
so well-coached that you needn't be a 
certified two-stroke lover to buy one. 

Suzuki has subtracted much of the 
250’s two-stroke nature, and many riders 
will bid those things good riddance. For 
starters, the ping-ding piston clatter has 
been throttled. The GT 250M has conser- 
vative three-port cylinders and relatively 
simple pistons. So there are no short, 
perforated pistons rattling around inside 
cylinder bores which have been slotted, 
chopped and channelled. Such power- 
carving eventually results in slightly col- 
lapsed pistons that bang around in the 
bores and produce that Yamaha- 
Kawasaki cylinder/cymbal serenade. Su- 
zuki’s longish pistons and straightforward 
three-port design leaves a great deal of 
piston-to-wall bearing surface which 
helps hold down piston-slapping noises. 

Concern for quiet—and the suppression 
of piston clatter—extends to the exterior 
of the engine. Suzuki's RAS (Ram Air 
System) includes a two-piece cast- 
aluminum hood which fits over the cylin- 
der heads. The rubber-mounted shroud, 
according to Suzuki, keeps the engine 
running at “optimum operating tempera- 
ture.’’ Fair enough, but you'll neither seize 
the engine nor notice a drop in perfor- 
mance nor knock down the gas mileage 
by removing the shroud. You will, how- 
ever, elevate the noise level. 


Using the California standard for mea- 
surement, the sound level increased one 
decibel (average) over the stock 84.5 
figure. Only a sharp ear could detect the 
difference, but the sound meter registered 
the gain. From the saddle you don’t need 
a meter to ascertain the difference the 
shroud makes. Starting the engine from 
dead cold produced the customary air- 
cooled two-stroke sounds; before the en- 
gine reached its normal operating tem- 
perature and the running clearances 
closed down, it was rattle-city without the 
shroud. Once warm, the Suzuki became 
quieter, but it remained remarkably noisier 
sans ducting. 

Very effective intake plumbing filters 
down the intake honking. Indeed, Suzuki 
has so successfully squelched engine and 
intake noises that the overriding sound 
comes from the exhausts: a Curiously flat 
sputtering, almost motorboatin character. 
The sound doesn’t incorporate that 
whoofing whine of many two-stroke twins. 
Nor is the hard exhaust note a particularly 
attractive sound. Perhaps that’s why the 
exhaust seemed louder by ear than it 
proved to be by meter-measurement. 

Things beyond silence recommend the 
GT 250M. Fifteen-cubic-inch motorcycles 
are physically large enough to provide 
sufficient space for reasonable comfort 
even if you're six-two and pressing two- 
hundred pounds. For big riders no 250 
will work as well as a 500 or 750, but the 
GT 250M has as much room as any sub- 
400. Basic space relationships between 
the seat, bars and footpegs at least won't 
cramp fuller-sized riders. Those five-nine 
and under may find the 31-inch saddle 
height (laden) troublesome at stoplights 
where they must balance on tiptoe. Some 
smaller riders might try to flat-foot, using 
one leg as a prop. This technique will 
quickly reveal that lightness is a lost virtue 
in the 250cc roadster class. 

At 353.5 pounds (wet), no one could 
call the GT 250M a lean machine. It is 
a good 50 pounds heavier than small- 
displacement street bikes, but 30 pounds 
lighter than most 350-400cc machines. 
The Honda CB-360T weighs in at 384 
pounds and the CB-400 tops 400 pounds. 
On the other hand, Yamaha's RD 350B 
weighs a pound less than the Suzuki. 

Much of the GT 250M’s weight has been 
invested in those convenience features 
which make motorcycling a relatively civ- 
ilized sport for street riders: full instru- 
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Engine Test Conditions: 
Speed BHP Torque Barometer 30.10 
2000 259 680 Temperature 
2500 3.65 7.67 55°F Wet 67°F Dry 
3000 457 8.01 Correction Factor 1.020 
3500 5.67 8.50 Date of Test 1/31/75 
4000 769 1010 -T7 As Tested on the 
4500 9.70 11.33 Webco Dyno 
5000 11.85 12.45 
5500 14.04 13.41 | 
6000 16.19 14.17 — 
6500 18.22 14.72 
7000 19.83 14.88 
7500 20.14 14.09 
8000 18.96 12.44 
8500 17.26 10.66 
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SUZUKI GT 250M 








Price, suggested retail $995 POE West Coast 
Tire, front 3.00 x 18 Inoue 
3.25 x 18 Inoue 
Brake, front....10 in. x 1.4 x 2 (250mm x 35.5mm x 2) 
NOG sasaki Walther: 7.125 in. x 1.125 (180mm x 28.6mm) 
Brake swept area 100.8 sq. in. (650.2 cm?) 
Specific brake loading 5.19 Ibs/sq. in. 
Engine type Two-stroke parallel twin 
Bore and stroke.. 54mm x 54mm (2.13 in. x 2.13 in.) 
Piston displacement 247cc (15.1 Cu. in.) 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 2; Mikuni 26mm 
Air filtration Pleated paper element 
Ignition Battery and coil 
Bhp @ rpm 20.14 @ 7500 
Torque @ rpm 14.88 @ 7000 
Rake/ Trail 28°/4 in. (10.2 cm) 
Maximum Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Power rpm ; ` 
Fuel capacity 4.0 gal (15 liters) 
Transmission oil capacity 2.8 pt. (1300cc) 
Battery 12V 5AH 
Primary transmission Helical gear: 3.050 (61/20) 
Secondary transmission.... %x% chain; 2.929 (41/14) 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 20.84 (2) 13.39 (3) 10.34 
(4) 8.08 (5) 6.99 (6) 6.32 
Wheelbase 51.5 in. (130.8 cm) 
Seat height 31 in. (7.9 cm) 
Ground clearance 5.75 in. (14.6 cm) 
Curb weight 353.5 Ibs (160.7 kg) 
Test weight 523.5 Ibs (238 kg) 
Instruments Tachometer, speedometer, 
odometer, trip meter 
Standing start %-mile 16.53 sec.; 77.05 mph 
Average fuel consumption 
Speedometer error 
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RPMx100 20 


RPMx100 20 80 100 


Standing %-Mile 
































60 mph, actual 51.66 
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Inside of RAS shroud has no sound-deadening 
material. Small holes in heads hold fin dampers. 


SUZUKI GT250M 





Long pistons have great bearing area for quiet 
running. Gearbox oil lubes center main bearings. 


mentation, oil injection, appropriate idiot 
lights, as well as federally-mandated 
equipment. The only convenience which 
has escaped is electric starting. 

Suzuki’s 250 has been well-schooled 
in the art of rendering no offense. Kick- 
starting is the biggest effort a rider need 
make with the bike. He has no obligation 
to turn on the fuel-line petcocks since the 
vacuum-controlled diaphragms in the taps 
open the lines as the engine starts. The 
rider can even skip the formality of re- 
turning to neutral before stabbing the 
lever; with primary kick-starting, he can 
simply pull the clutch in and proceed. The 
rider must remember only to turn on the 
ignition . . . and kick. 

The only truculence displayed by the 
JULY 1975 





Injection pump delivers oil to cylinder via 
interior lines; others feed outer main bearings. 


Suzuki 250 was hesitant cold-morning 
starting (in near-freezing temperatures). 
After depressing the left-side choke lever, 
four-to-seven energetic kicks would coax 
the engine to fire up. There followed a 
mile of staggered running during which 
the engine would die at traffic lights with 
the choke on, or off, or any position be- 
tween stations. Once warm, the bike im- 
mediately settled into its well-behaved 
form; reliable idling returned and one- 
nudge starting became the rule. 

The clutch and brake levers demand 
little hand pressure to get results. The 
clutch lever has a sufficiently wide en- 
gagement arc, and that hedges against 
those novice stoplight launches which 
commence at a full-gallop lurch. Riders 
with small hands may not be able to get 
a closed-hand grip on the brake lever 
before its draw begins to stiffen, though 
you can apply enough pressure with a 
stretched-out hand to yank down the 
speed in a hurry. Unfortunately, Suzuki 
hand levers have fairly small cross-sec- 
tions, and they can feel like blunted 
blades if you’re accustomed to wider 
levers. Gloves lessen the blade effect. 

Rough-rider types, in fits of iron-willed 
stupidity, will probably dispense with the 
clutch for three/four/five/six upshifts. 
This mischief won’t trash the gearbox for 
two reasons. First, the gears are quite 
hefty since the 250 originally shared its 
transmission with Suzuki’s hard-running 
315cc twin. Second, the 1975 Suzuki 250 
doesn’t make enough power to hurt its 
transmission or anything else. Had Suzuki 
been playing the horsepower-race game, 
the 1975 250 might have made more 
power than the first 1969/70 315cc twins, 
and a really strong 250 might have threat- 
ened the transmission. Suzuki, however, 
has steadily backed down the horsepower 
from year to year, relying on the six-speed 
transmission to make the most of what 


_is available. 


Rowing through the gears to the 8000- 
rpm redline forces the engine to reveal 
itself as a two-stroke twin. Above 5000 
rpm the engine radiates that familiar 
high-frequency, low-amplitude vibration. 
The bars buzz, the footpegs ring in har- 
mony, and the saddle joins in too. Nothing 
too serious, of course, and the situation 
stays tolerable. Nevertheless, since the 
engine works so well in the sub-5000-rpm 
range, most riders will stay out of the 
upper-rpm band. The GT 250M has mel- 
low down-under power, and the bike falls 
into its most pleasant gait with 5000 rpm 
showing on the rev-counter. The Suzuki 
twin pulls slightly taller sixth-speed gear- 
ing than Yamaha's RD 250 (11.4 mph per 
1000 rpm vs. 10); this gearing helps sub- 
due engine vibration and permits the Su- 
zuki twin to work at a more leisurely pace. 
The Suzuki engine feels as if it could go 
on forever at 5000 rpm, where it spins 
with amazing smoothness. Even the 
image in the rear-view mirror remains 
unblurred. 

The front suspension, which became 
more supple as test miles accumulated, 
proved a better match for freeway irregu- 
larities than the stiff rear units. Spring 
harshness combined with the GT 250M’s 
short wheelbase to produce a choppy 
ride, especially over the slab sections of 
any concrete roadway. The stiff rear sus- 
pension keeps the bike taut enough on 
winding mountain roads, but thrashing 
through a bump-mined corner would 
cause the rear end to skitter and skate 
out. A ground clearance problem exists 
on the left—the side stand grounds out. 
On the right, there’s no such hinderance 
and attendent danger. 

Response to steering inputs is slower 
than the Yamaha RD 250. Suzuki has 
biased the steering geometry to produce 
a feeling of great stability straight-up and 
heeled over. Furthermore, the GT 250 has 
lost horsepower over the last few model 
years though the running gear has been 
unchanged. The diminished power makes 
the bike feel as if it responds more delib- 
erately to steering inputs than before. 

If you find a smooth asphalt road, click 
the Suzuki into sixth, and put on your 
touring hat, you can motor on in comfort 
for 200 miles. After that, the firm saddle 
begins to wear on your buttocks. The GT 
250M has an honest-to-touring range; you 
can go 140 to 150 miles before the engine 
starves out on its main fuel supply. Cheers 
for the four-gallon tank; someone at Su- 
zuki realizes that people actually ride 
motorcycles where gas stations are 
more than a couple of blocks apart. 

Suzuki’s instruments must have been 
built at a liar’s convention. At first gas 
mileage seemed a phenomenal 50 mpg. 
Wrong. Careful investigation turned up a 
deceitful odometer which tossed in an 
extra six-tenths every ten miles. Recal- 
culated gas mileage figures fell accord- 
ingly. The odometer fudging seemed 
small compared to the tales the speed- 
ometer concocted. Unforgivably off, the 
speedometer recorded 60 mph although 
true speed was only 51 mph. The large 
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ESPECIALLY 
WHEN YOU WANT 
THE BEST PRODUCTS 
IN THE MARKET. 


We've had more than 25 years 
experience at designing and 
manufacturing cycle acces- 
sories. 















We know what you need and 
when we make it, it’s the best 
there is. 


Amosi a fairing's protection 
at a windshield's price. 
Flutter free four point mount. 
$34.95 Sugg. List 
shown with Manx 
mirrors $8.95 ea. 
Sugg. List. 
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conn SUPERNOVA 
FREEWHEELING LIGHT 


SAFETY 


MIRRORS. Dual filament sealed 


beam with hi beam 
indicator. 
d 35,000 
candle - 
power. 
$24.95 
Sugg. 
List 





Ask your local dealer for 
our catalog to see the 
rest of our line of PVC 
and Acrylic Wind- 
shields, Spotlights, Tail- 
lights, Mirrors and 
much more or send 
$1.00 for your own 


ul! copy. 


national 
cycl egs 


s MAYWOOD, IL.60153 
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® Suzuki called it the Hustler, and they 
weren't kidding. Introduced late in 
1965, the first Hustler elevated all per- 
formance standards for 250cc motor- 
cycles. The X-6 was fast—it would gun 
down any other 250. It was innova- 
tive—direct oil injection ended pre-mix 
tedium. The Hustler was more than a 
cannonshot machine; a complete mo- 
torcycle, the X-6 handled well and 
braked superbly. And the bike had six 
speeds. 

More than anything else, the 
Hustler's straight-line performance 
created a stir. A razor-sharp X-6 would 
bang off 15.2-second quarter-miles. 
Ten years later, it takes a good Ya- 
maha RD 250 to equal that figure. And 
in a contest of sheer speed, one word 
explains what an old Hustler will do 
to today's GT 250M: murder. 

Two-fifty contemporaries of the X-6 
suffered greatly by comparison. Two- 
stroke or four-stroke, single or twin, 
the Hustler could thrash them all. A 
good Yamaha 250 dropped a full sec- 
ond behind at the quarter-mile post, 
and fell even further adrift at service 
stations where the measure-mix- 
and-shake routine would burn up ten 
minutes. Run-of-showroom 250 
four-strokes from England, Italy and 
Germany could be fueled quickly all 
right, but compared to the Hustler, 
most just chugged along in slow- 
motion agony. 

Fast departures began on the 
Hustler’s rear wheel, and an eye- 
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squinting shift to second gear would 
loft the front wheel again. Slam-shifting 
cowboys could spread abuse through 
all six gears. A determined effort would 
smooth the gear dogs into rounded 
numbins, whereupon the six-speeder 
shifted into a gaping void instead of 
second or third or fourth. 

If the club-footed could wear a hole 
in the ratios, only a few succeeded in 
seizing the engine. The direct oil injec- 
tion, used in conjunction with alloy 
cylinders and ironliners, prevented the 
dread two-stroke lock-ups. 

Gradually, Suzuki nibbled the hustle 
out of the Hustler. The first X-6 lived 
to 1969 when the X-6R lost the sting 
which the first Hustler possessed; the 
R-model had more mid-range power 
and ran more smoothly than its prede- 
cessor. But gone was the X-6’s will- 
ingness to rev, the crisp surge, the 
top-end power. The T-250 did nothing 
to revive the sting. Suzuki 250s built 
after 1970 became quieter, heavier, 
smoother, safer and more encrusted 
with do-dads. 

The original Hustler—the real one— 
would not fit the mid-seventies. It 
couldn't meet the noise standards, 
buyers would find it too lean and spar- 
tan, and product liability lawyers would 
start taking testimony at the first 
wheelie. The GT 250M shows ten years 
of progress, but the real Hustler un- 
failingly reminds any rider that prog- 
ress is a very uneven thing indeed. 

—Phil Schilling 
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BELL—SUPER MAGNUM 
The new Super Magnum is safer, 
Mentor and quieter than Magnum 
«aj», Featuring a new ear-neck 
padded roll for greater protection 
on or off the track. With a full 
fiberglass shell and polystyrene 
iner the Super Magnum exceeds 
all Snell '70, DOT, 290.1 standards 
for safety. Weighing only 38 OZ., 
the Super Magnum comes in silver 
or white. Sizes 6-172 to 7-1 os ae 














“DYNAMITE” DENIMS 
Latest style for motocross, enduro 
or trail riding. Heavy duty denim 
has special knee and side padding, 
sewn on belt. Great for gals, too. 






ELASTIC KIDNEY BELT 
Support your kidneys and back! 
A must for trail, touring or com- 















‘Order by waist size 22" thru 38”. petition. Durable, stretch-elastic 
$19.50 construction with steel spring 
stays, chrome snaps. In black, 


sizes 28” thru 38". $8.50 


MOTOCROSS GLOVES 

Protect your hands and knuckles! 

Ideal for woods, enduro and 

motocross. Sewn-on rubber strips 

protse: back of hands and fingers. 
ough, yet supple genuine leather 


and the finest of 
throughout elastic 
Sizes Š, M, L, XL. 
Leather Palm/Denim Back 
Alt Leather, Unlined 

All Leather, Fully Lined 









trail, 


duty 
















materials 
wristband. 


$6.95 





1 tube Miracle 
“Rub-A-Way” 
Dry Hand Cleaner 
with any 

$10.00 Purchase 














1 container 
Fabulous 
“Cycle Brite” 
motorcycle polish 

+1 tube “Rub-A-Way” 
with any 
$20.00 Purchase 
(a $4.00 Value) 


1 “Chainmate”’ 
Lubricator Kit 
+ “Cycle Brite” polish 
+ “Rub-A-Way” Cleaner 
with any 

$30.00 Purchase 
(a $10.00 Value) 









WEATHERKING COVERS 

For summer, winter, spring or fall. 
Protect your chrome and paint 
finish against rain, snow, sun, dirt 
and dust. Cover slips neatly over 
your bike and folds compactly 
when not in use. Durable, vinyl 
backed cloth, waterproof, fire re- 
sistant. 

Over Handlebar Covers: 























Mp tO bec $14.95 
A 3 eapi È $17.95 Send $1.00 for 
ver indshie! over: our all new 
up to 350cc $15.50 
350cc & up $19.95 1975 catalog. 
Over Sissy Eanes (Free with any 
no windshie 
330ce & up $19.75 $10.00 order) 
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LANGHORNE LACE-UP BOOTS 
Our. most popular “Boondock” 
boot. Just the thing for woods, 
or any off the road use. 
Full length Jacop for snug calf 
and ankle support. 17 
leather construction with 
reinforced toe and heel. 
black. ‘“D” width. Sizes 7 thru 12. 
Smooth sole/heel 
Cleated sole/heel 
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OUTRIDER ACCESSORIES, INC. 
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FOR MAN AND HIS MACHINE 




















“HANG-TEN"’ BOOT SOCKS 
Do your feet get hot and sweaty? 
These socks are made for wear 
with any boots. Cotton and syn- 
thetic fiber provide maximum ab- 
sorbency and ‘“‘breathing” without 
bulk. Yet warm enough for the 
coldest riding weather. 20” high, 
in grey with lime green top. 

Pr. $2.95 





















NGK SPARKPLUGS 
Order by mail and save! Original 
plugs on Honda and other leading 
motorcycles. Send original NGK 
number—or make and model of 
your bike and we'll send correct 
plug. Sold anly; in boxes of ten. 
Standard NGK Plugs $8.90/box 
B8 HC & B9 HC. 

special for Yamaha$12.50/box 


(Racing & “V” Gold-Palladium 
plugs not included in offer.) 
















CORONA TOURING BAG 
Small packages and personal ef- 
fects no longer need to be a 
roblem when you have this handy 
ouring bag. Strap on arrange- 
ment allows instant removal tor 
use as a small ‘‘carry-all'’ bag. 
Completely waterproof, has a lock 



















CB750 OIL PRESSURE GAUGE 
Why take chances? This little 
gauge tells you your oil pressure 
instantly, can save you costly 
repairs. Simple five minute instal- 














zipper and is 12" x 9" x 5". lation, no special tools needed. 
Black Vinyl $21.95 For all Honda CB750’s. $12.95 
Brown Canvas $21.50 2 

















ENGINE-TO-TIRE PUMP KIT 
Flat tires do happen-so don't 
get caught without this handy 
tire pump. Small, compact and 
fits easily into any bike tool kit. 
Simply remove sparkplug, screw 
adaptor in plug hole, connect to 
valve stem and kick your engine 
over. Multi-cylinder engines can 
be run to provide pumping power 
from deactivated cylinder. Kit 
contains adaptors for 10, 12 & 
14mm sparkplugs. $6.25 





"high, heavy 
In solid 


38.95 
39.95 





NATIONAL MAIL ORDER WAREHOUSE 
608 W. 57th St., New York, N.Y. 10019 


order by mail or come on over 


Use this handy coupon to order any of the quality accessories shown on this page. 
Send your order to our national mail order warehouse (above) or if you are in the 
area of any one of our Outrider stores listed below, come on over. Over 1,000 | 
items in stock. All merchandise is fully guaranteed. 


NAME 

ADDRESS | 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 

Size [COLOR 
Me A A ee I | 
ee Pe a eS S 
BR SSW Se Ee 
Add $2.00 for postage. & handling 


Money Order fi] 


Master Charge fa 
Credit Card No. 






New York. residents add 7% state sales >] 


Check 加 


$20.00 Minimum on Charge Orders 
Expiration Date 
EAST COAST SOUTHEAST WEST COAST 
608 W. 57th Street 85 N.E. 167th Street 10545 W. Pico Blvd. 
New York, N.Y. 10019 N. Miami Beach, Fla. 33162 Los Angeles, Calif. 90064 








SLOW RACE Continued from page 56 


ing me to wonder if it was possible to get 
lead poisoning from being stabbed by a 
Bic pen while somebody was writing on 
your back. I wasn’t worried about stabbing 
Laurie, but Murph caused a few second 
thoughts. Across the nearby road | 
watched a guy rumble up a vertical cliff 
onto a less critical slope, jump a log and 
make a right hand turn around a tree. A 
left and another right took him twenty feet 
up the hill. He made a U-turn then re- 
traced his tracks downhill. 

“Has it started already?” I asked, point- 
ing at Superman over there. 

Laurie cast an absent-minded glance in 
his direction and said, “No. He’s practic- 
ing. 

At the riders’ meeting the Trial Master 
said, “Front axle in, front axle out. Three 
points maximum for footing. Five points 
maximum per trap. Beginners, Senior Be- 
ginners, and Powderpuff make three 
passes at traps one through five. Traps 
close at noon. All other classes make three 
passes at traps six through fifteen. Then 
Experts and Masters make three passes 
at traps thirteen through fifteen back- 
wards. Any questions? Okay, traps one 
through five open in fifteen minutes. 
Check the map up here and follow the 
arrows on the trails.” 

Whew, that was quick. Murphy’s spirits 
quickened at the mention of arrows on 
the trails. At least we wouldn’t be totally 
out of pocket. 

The first section was just off the road 
and a little bit into the woods and didn’t 
look too bad—just a short downhill into 
a broad right around a substantial pine 
tree, left across a shallow gully at a weird 
angle, and out. Laurie showed us how to 
walk the trap and how to get out of the 
way when the observer yelled, “Clear the 
trap.” The first rider moved in and took 
a dab in the gully. Like the man said, I 
wouldn’t want to try it at no forty miles 
an hour, but done slowly it seemed easy 
enough. 

Murphy said, “No problem here. I’m 
gonna get in line.” 

He trotted back up the trail to where 
his bike was parked, and didn’t see the 
next four riders fall on their heads trying 
to cross the gully. Wonderful, I thought, 
Murphy is going to kill himself. Finally 
it was his turn. He stood well behind the 
starting gate, his right foot on the peg and 
his left on the ground. The observer sig- 
nalled. Murphy snicked down into first, 
eased out the clutch, and was balanced 
up on the pegs when the front axle entered 
the section, an obvious case of monkey- 
see, monkey-do. The Bul rolled downhill 
and swooped the turn on a little smidgeon 
of berm on the outside that I hadn’t even 
seen. Murphy shifted his weight back and 
left, jamming the front wheel into the 
gully. It started to crab sideways, but he 
suddenly shifted to the right rear, hauled 
72 


up on the bars and wound the throttle 
open. The Sherpa seemed to leap straight 
into the air then the rear wheel slammed 
into the gully and bounced out. Murphy 
let his momentum carry him through the 
rest of the section to the checker’s side. 

“Hey, this is really fun.” he yelled as 
he pointed to the observer holding up a 
clenched fist to indicate no points lost. 

Concentrating on remembering how 
Murphy had done it, I got in line, listened 
to Laurie’s last-minute suggestions and 
encouragements, and took my turn. Had 
a super ride going there until I hit a flag 
marking the starting line and fell over. 
There is definitely a proper way to mount 
a trials bike into a section; I had already 
uncovered one wrong way. I strongly sus- 
picioned there might be more. 

The second trap rolled down a steep 
bank into a deep creek bed. A hairpin 
right around a stump at the bottom led 
back up the bank, then left around a 
stunted pine, back down into the bed and 
out. Everybody seemed to be taking a 
deliberate dab at the stump to insure 
making the turn. Laurie reminded me I 
was riding a 125 and to therefore use lots 
of throttle coming back up. 

Murphy appeared grinning and waving 
at the head of the line. The observer nod- 
ded. The Sherpa’s front wheel gently 
dipped onto the downhill, then suddenly 
Murphy was hanging on by pucker-power 
alone and resembling a red-headed barrel 
heading for Niagara Falls. He shot down 
into the creek bed and went straight up 
the far bank. The front wheel crabbed to 
the right. Despite the forces of negative 
trail trying to deposit him on his ear, 
Murphy slid the T back down the bank 
and made a beautiful turning movement 
which gave him a straight run back up 
the near bank. He cleared the tree with 
a professional looking jiggle of the bars 
and rolled on down and out—clean! The 
fans went wild, cheering and clapping. 

I ran over and slapped him on the back. 
“Wow, what a fantastic ride!” 

Murphy was shaking. “You’re telling 
me. This here motorsikkle got no brakes. 
Not a one. It was an accident that I didn’t 
kill myself.” 

“You mean to tell me you're just now 
discovering that thing hasn’t got any 
brakes?” 

“Barry, just then was the first time I’ve 
been over ten miles an hour all day long. 
It’s embarrassing as all hell to pass some- 
body . . . it doesn’t seem polite.” 

“Good old Madman.” 

“I was just thinking about him,” 
Murphy slowly said. “What’s wrong with 
the Dalesman?” 

“Nothing I’ve seen.” 

As it turned out, what was wrong with 
the Dalesman had to be felt rather than 
seen. The brakes were good enough on 
the downhill, but when I planted my boot, 
took the turn, and snapped open the 
throttle to about 5,000 revs, all hell broke 
loose in a rush. The front end started 


flying. closely followed by the rear. Cam- 
eras clicked all around and there was 
surely no less than a dozen pictures taken 
of me standing in that creek bed with my 
tongue dangling around my chin and 
holding a couple hundred or so pounds 
of raging motorcycle over my head. 

The third trap was almost a straight shot 
along the side of a hill, then a tight, greasy 
left turn down a small ridge of opposite 
camber. Laurie said to be really careful 
with the brakes on that turn. I made a 
note to also be really careful with throttle 
control, and motored in. Good traction 
made for easy going along the side of the 
hill, although I had to take one dab fend- 
ing off the uphill slope which kept trying 
to make contact with my head. Laurie 
walked behind me, yelling, “Yes, Yes, 
Yes!” I made the left and grabbed some 
brakes. “No, No, No!” She helped me up 
and brushed the pine needles from my 
hair. “Very good. So far you’ve got a 
perfect score.” 

The fourth section was some little S- 
turns among the saplings on the side of 
yet another hill. I got my first clean in 
there, a uniquely satisfying accomplish- 
ment that made the day much more en- 
joyable. I hung around number four so 
people could see me. 

We caught up with Murphy at the fifth 
section. He was waiting his turn at a little 
dropoff into a creek, downstream ten feet, 
along the side of the opposite bank, then 
back across the creek, uphill and out. The 
water was fast and shallow, but full of 
slippery rocks. 

Murphy was in a foul mood. “Look at 
that bank over there. Off-camber again. 
Why can’t we go up a hill? Or down a 
hill? Why do we have to always ride at 
an angle? What’s wrong with straight?” 

“To each his own, but I have noticed 
most of these guys’ heads are tilted kind 
of funny. Have any more trouble with the 
brakes?” 

“Aside from the fact I can’t stop, no.” 

“Clear the trap!” 

Murphy rolled into the creek and 
started picking his way downstream over 
the rocks. 

“Don’t put your feet down,” I yelled. 

“Feet? I can't find a place to get the 
wheels down.” He took a three. So did I. 

I got four threes and a five on the 
second loop, which was a moral as well 
as a quantitative improvement. 

There was a guy on a TL 125 who 
seemed to always be right behind me. He 
would come out of a section hanging on 
by his teeth or he wouldn’t come out at 
all. Sneaking a peek at his scorecard, I 
saw he had only zeros or fives. He abso- 
lutely refused to put his feet down. The 
only dabs he took were with his head. I 
admired his guts and determination, but 
didn’t mistake them for brains . . . he had 
more fives than cleans. 

I finally learned how to enter a section 
and cleaned number one on my third try. 


(Continued on page 76) 
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He does more 
than survive. He lives. 
Because he Knows. 
He smokes for pleasure. 
He gets it from the blend 
of Turkish and Domestic 
tobaccos in Camel Filters. 
Do you? 





Cleaners a e A 





Turkish and 
Domestic Blend 





Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 


_New Goodyear Eagle H/P 
High-Performance street tire 


for superbikes. 


_ Yvon Duhamel rode it to 
victory in Open Production at 


Laguna Seca. 


Eagle H/P, the newest high- 
performance street tire from 
Goodyear, was designed to handle 
sustained high speeds and extreme 
low-end torque of big bikes. 

Though not a race tire, it 
showed its versatility at Laguna Seca 


on a Yoshimura-prepared Z-1 piloted 
by Yvon Duhamel, Kawasaki’s #1 
road racer. This Open Production 
Class win on a narrow, twisting road 
course was Goodyear’s way of dem- 
onstrating its uncommon durability 
and performance. 

The Eagle H/P was a team 
effort by Goodyear engineers and 
Yoshimura Racing, Inc., the well- 
known California high-performance 
shop. Together they made extensive 


evaluations of tire profiles, tread pat- 
terns and compounds at the track. The 
final design has a low-profile contour 
giving a broad footprint for positive 
traction, a special center line groove 
to reduce heat buildup under sustained 
high speed. Computer-developed 
tread pattern and sipe placement for 
sure cornering.traction. And tough 
nylon cord construction for durability. 
Goodyear Eagle H/P. Devel- 
oped at the track for confidence on the 
street. The full Eagle line includes: 
Eagle A/T for street bikes; Eagle H/P 
for street superbikes; Eagle D/T for 
dirt track; Eagle MX for motocross; 
Eagle D/S for sandy desert; Eagle 
D/S II for hard-pack desert; Eagle R/T 
for on-/off-road. 
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WHY STRETCH! 


Tired of Bending Over? Then sit back and 
relax on your bike with a pair of 


SET BACKS 


Move your handlebars back where you can 
reach 'em. Yes, move ’em back over 2 
inches without changing cables or hoses 

in 30 minutes! 
HONDA YAMAHA 
KAWASAKI BMW 


Send only $12.95 plus .50 postage to 
CREATIVE ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 9, Grapevine, Tex. 76051 


State Make & Model 
Texas res. add 4% sales tax. 


FITS 
SUZUKI 
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Murphy went ahead through two and 
three, and I caught up to him on the side 
of the trail. He was covered with mud, 
and bleeding from a split lip. 

“What happened to you?” 

“Lord, Pm having a rough time. This 
bike is killing me what without any brakes 
except my feet.” He coughed, and stuffed 
his jersey between his lips for a moment. 
“I feel just as much at home on one side 
of the handlebars as I do on the other.” 

We spent the rest of the day crashing. 
The Dalesman’s sprocket finally threw up 
the chain in pieces in number five and 
I pushed her back to the van. Fifteen 
sections, seven fives, five threes, and three 
cleans—fifty points, a nice round figure. 
The kid who paddled his way through 
every section beat me by five points, but 
he didn’t /earn as much as I did. I nearly 
punched him out when he snuck a sneer- 
ing peek at my scorecard. 

“He still beat you,” Laurie said. “But 
wasn’t it great? Nothing at all like an 
enduro, huh?” 

I set my Gatorade jar on the ground 
and returned to my search through 
Murphy’s assorted pieces of chain. 
“Laurie, P’ve been here three hours. I’m 
bleeding in four places. Both legs are 
bruised. My left thumb is jammed. I’ve 
fouled two plugs. Broke a chain and nearly 
drowned in three inches of water. Fell on 
my head six times and barely finished in 
time to avoid disqualification. All I can 
say is you’ve never ridden an enduro, 
because I myself can’t see too much dif- 
ference between that and this.” 

“What do you think, Murphy?” 

He smiled a painful bit at the corners 
of his grimy mouth. “There was only one 
person out there more incompetent than 
me—and she was ten years old.” 

Fifteen minutes before the afternoon 
sections opened, a 1950 pile of rust dis- 
guised as a pickup truck, going slower than 
anything Id seen all day, rattled up the 
road and stopped by us. An old man with 
a yellow beard and in a yellow shirt, both 
of which were supposed to be white, 
leaned out the window and held his hands 
like horse blinders by his eyes. 

He yelled, “Is this a show or a carnival 
or what?” 

I dropped my chain in Murphy’s lap 
to suggest he might finish replacing the 
links, and walked over to talk. “No, sir, 
This is an observed trials. People ride 
motorcycles around trees and over rocks 
and through creeks and try not to put their 
feet down. Whoever puts their feet down 
the least times is the winner.” 

“The hell you say.” 

A large purple growth hung on his fore- 
head above the left eye. One hand or the 
other kept snaking up, wanting to worry 
at it, but didn’t touch it. “This is my land 
hereabouts,” he said. “I told "em it didn’t 
matter me a damn bit what they observed 
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Show a little style. 
uzuki style. 
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Suzuki Style is a whole new line of super accessories tire inflater. Plus MX hop-up kits and desert foot- 

and apparel. pegs to get your Suzuki Enduro all set up for moto- 
For you, we’ve got denim riding jackets, cross racing. 

Team Suzuki jackets, and motocross jackets. Plus Drop in on your nearest Suzuki dealer today 


road and motocross shirts. ) : 、 and see all this and more. 
P 
Ke = 


For your Suzuki, we’ve got oils, coolants, We think everyone should show alittle style. 
transmission fluids, tie-downs, and Quick Seal Suzuki Style. 
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With one of the fastest, strongest 


motocross bikes you can buy. The 


Honda Elsinore™ CR-250M1. 
The CR-250M1 is not just 





The New Honda 
Elsinore CR-250M1. 


Power up. Like Pierre Karsmakers. 


another version of a hot motocross 
bike. It's a bike with improvements 
that will make people who have 
already won on the Elsinore 250 
ready and raring to race the 

M1 model. 

The CR-250M1 has more 
horsepower this year. More torque. 
More response. And great new 
styling that will never go unnoticed. 

The chassis has been 
redesigned for better handling. 
Better handling on a bike already 


famous for hugging the berm, 
toeing the line and eating up 
motocross tracks across the country. 
A bike that's been bagging wins like 
it was a habit. 

Little things have been 
changed, too. Small—but important. 
For example, now there’s an 
optional USDA-approved design 
spark arrestor/muffler so you can 
take to the woods when you're not 
racing, and know you're going easy 
on the environment. 

The suspension’s been re- 
worked. One ride on the Elsinore 
250 will tell that story. And it’s a 
good one. 

The tailpipe sweeps up and 
out of the way for great ground 
clearance. The aluminum alloy 
rims are redesigned for lighter 
weight. The air cleaner’s larger. 
And the rear shocks are repositioned 
and the rods are larger for greater 
strength. And more. 

All in all, here’s a bike that's 
proven its winning ways already. 
But like you, it's a bike that's out for 
more wins now than ever. And more 
fun, too. See the Elsinore CR-250M1 
at your Honda dealer's now. 


Good things happen on a Honda. 


Check local laws before riding and always 
wear a helmet and eye protection. CR’s are 
designed primarily for motocross use and are 
sold “as is” without warranty.“M1” indicates 
model change. For brochure, write: American 
Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. OR, Box 50, 
Gardena, Calif. 90247. See Yellow Pages for 
nearest dealer. ©1975 AHM. 
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Run with the rabbit-the hairraising 
new high-performance synthetic cycle oil 
from Union Carbide 


Specially designed synthetic oil, both 2-stroke and 4-stroke, offers several 
distinct advantages to provide reduced maintenance costs and longer engine life. 


2-STROKE HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
SYNTHETIC OIL: 

Ashless for reduced combustion 
chamber deposits, less port 
blocking, less spark plug fouling 
and cleaner exhaust systems 

and mufflers. 


Fights ring sticking, piston deposits, 
piston burning and rust and 


Has high film strength to 
minimize wear. 





corrosion. 


SYNTHETIC 


7 FOR 2-CYCLE 


ENGINES 


Premium Questy 
High Performance 
Lifeicont 


Run with the rabbit— it’s worth every penny 
in performance! 


‘From Union Carbide, maker of Prestoneu® MUTU 
see og id C] CARBIDE 


Product available in the following states: Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, lowe, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Hampshire, New York, 





4-STROKE HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
SYNTHETIC OIL: 

Surpasses API Service SE 
requirements; can be used for SD, SC 
and MS service (SAE 10W-40). 


Has high natural viscosity index. 


Maintains high film strength to 
protect against valve train wear and 
extend engine life. 


Protects against high-temperature 
oxidation and deposits, sludge, 
varnish, rust and corrosion. 





North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin. 
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Only New York State 





Only hours away from where you are right now: all you could ever want to do...or see. 


To Do: Swim. The beaches of Long Island are famous for superb stretches of sand gleaming 
under the summer sun. The dunes and surf make for unforgettable beach days. 


To See: Castles. That’s right. Kingfisher Tower, near : ; 
Cooperstown is a European Castle re-creation on Otsego oe yowan, while cutting costs. 
: i A ; 5 pon, now! 
Lake- in Central New York. (It’s the Lake that is called je E D E e G A S G D A S D D S S E E a e 
Glimmerglass in the novel by James Fenimore Cooper.) New York State Dept. of Commerce 
To Do: Fishing. New York State is an anglers dream. Vacationlands Distribution Center 
There is no better trout fishing than in the streams of the F: n 2110 
Catskill Mountains. And no better leisure living than in the st any z oe 1975 
Catskill’s world-famous resort hotels. ee ee oe 


“Vacationlands” booklet. 
To See: West Point. In the tradition-filled Hudson 











Valley. Hearts beat a little faster as cadets parade at the Name 
training ground of so many American heroes. A visit can be Address 
your personal salute to the nation’s Bicentennial. 

To Do: Visit The United Nations. The U.N. Building is City 
one of the most original and beautiful buildings in the State 





world. A magnificent glass and marble structure, it towers 
over New York City's East River. U.N. tours are enormously 
popular with visitors from all over the world. 


These are just a few of the thousands of mountains, New York: State 


museums, lakes, sporting events, and historic sites in has it all 
New York State. All you could ever want to do or see. ia m m m m m a a LI LT TI TI LT a | 


Because.. Only 














Announcing the NEW STANDARD in Stereo Testing! 


Get the All-New Model SR12 STEREO TEST RECORD 


The most complete...most sophisticated...most versatile 


Test Disc available today... 





Who Needs the 
New Model SR12? 


If you’ve read this far, 
you do. Whether you’re 
an avid audiophile 
who'll settle for nothing 
but peak performance 
from his stereo com- 
ponents . . a casual 
listener who'd like more 
insight into the chal- 
lenging world of stereo 
reproduction...ora 
professional technician 
who needs precise 
standards for lab test- 
ing...the new MODEL 
SR12 will be the most 
important disc in your 
entire collection. 


oe 
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You’ll make these important stereo checks BY 
EAR... (no test instruments of any kind required ) 


Frequency response—a direct warble-tone check of nineteen 
sections of the frequency spectrum, from 20 to 20,840 Hz, which 
will pinpoint any frequency response defects in your system. 


Separation—an ingenious test which indicates whether you have 
adequate separation for good stereo. 


Cartridge tracking—the most sophisticated tests ever devised 
for checking the performance of your cartridge, stylus and 
tone arm. 


Channel balance—two broad-band, random-noise signals which 
permit you to eliminate any imbalances originating in cartridge, 
amplifier, speakers or rcom acoustics. 


Hum and rumble—foolproof tests that help you evaluate the 
actual audible levels of rumble and hum in your system. 


Flutter—a sensitive “musical” test to check whether your turn- 
table's flutter is low, moderate, or high. 


® Anti- Skating 
@ 


@ Cartridge and Speaker Phasing 
Adjustment ® “Gun Shot Test” for Stereo Spread 
Multi-purpose Musician’s “A” ®@ Equal-tempered Chromatic 
Octave ® Guitar-tuning Tones. 


Don’t waste another minute on less-than-perfect 
stereo—Order Your Model SR12 Stereo Test 
Record NOW! 


Consider the hundreds—even thousands—you've spent on your set- 
up and you'll agree $5.98 is a small price to pay for the most valuable 
performance tool ever made. So to be sure your order is promptly 
filled from the supply available, mail the coupon at right with your 


remittance ... today! 
OE) 





CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTER 
CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. 





: 2 MODEL SRR. : 
FOR HOME AND LABORATORY USE 


S 
TENEO SYSTEMS — 


For Just $598] 





Like its predecessor Model 211, 
MODEL SR12 has been pro- 
duced by Stereo Review Maga- 
zine (formerly HiFi/Stereo Re- 
view) as a labor of love — by 
music lovers . . . for music lovers 
who want immediate answers to 
questions about the perform- 
ance of their stereo systems and 
how to get the best possible 
sound reproduction. 


ACCURATE po 


Now greatly expanded and up- 
dated with the most modern 
engineering techniques, MODEL 
SR12 is the most complete test 
record of its kind — containing 
the widest range of checks ever 
included on one test disc. An 
ear-opener for every serious 
listener! 





AND, for the ultimate in stereo 
testing, 7 critical TEST EQUIPMENT checks... 


Attention professionals: Stereo Review's new Model SR12 Stereo Test 
Record is also designed to be used as a highly efficient design and 
measurement tool. In the following tests, recorded levels, frequencies, 
etc. have been controlled to laboratory toierances—affording accurate 
numerical evaluation when used with oscilloscope, chart recorder, out- 
put meter, intermodulation-distortion meter and flutter meter. 


@ 1,000-Hz square waves to test transient and high-frequency response 
of phono pickups. 

500 to 20,000 Hz frequency-response sweep. 

Sine-wave tone-bursts to test transient response of pickup. 
Intermodulation test using simultaneous 400-Hz and 4,000-Hz signals. 
Intermodulation sweep to show distortion caused by excessive res- 
onances in tone arm and cartridge. 

@ 1,000-Hz reference tones to determine groove velocity. 

@ 3,000-Hz tone for flutter and speed tests. 

Sample waveforms—illustrating both accurate and faulty responses are 


provided in the Instruction Manual for comparison with the patterns 
appearing on your own oscilloscope screen. 


FREE Instruction Manual Includes Detailed 
Instructions, Charts, Tables and Diagrams. 


Nothing is left to chance . . . or misinterpretation. Every segment of 
every band is fully, clearly, graphically explained. You'll know exactly 
what responses to listen for in each test. Which sounds and patterns 
indicate accurate performance ... which ones spell trouble . . . as well 
as the cause of trouble and precise corrective measures to follow 
and help you pinpoint, analyze and cure your stereo headaches! 


== HERE'S HOW TO ORDER YOUR SR12 STEREO TEST RECORD == 
CASH: Mail your order along with your name, address and 
remittance in the amount of $5.98. ‘ 
CHARGE: To your American Express, BankAmericard, Mas- 
ter Charge or Diners Club account! Mail your order, name, 
address, credit card # and expiration date (Master Charge 
customers include 4-digit Interbank # above your name). Be 
sure your signature is on your order. You will be billed at 
$5.98, postpaid. 

OUTSIDE U.S.A. RECORDS ARE $8, POSTPAID. 


Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., Ill., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State, D.C. and 
Tex. add applicable sales tax. 


MAIL ORDERS TO: ZIFF-DAVIS SERVICE DIVISION, DEPT. R, 
595 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10012. 

















YAMAHA XS500B 


CB750 Four, the Triumphesque vertical 
twin had firmly established itself as the 
prime-mover for sports/touring motorcy- 
cles. Twin-cylinder engines were also 
made in Vee and horizontally-opposed 
configurations but the upright-inline 
layout was inherently more compact and 
less costly to manufacture, and its perfor- 
mance in terms of power, vibration level 
and ease of starting proved able to attract 
buyers in satisfactory numbers. Vertical 
twins had popularized British motorcycles 
in America, mighty Honda had success- 
fully used the vertical twin to overrun the 
English position, and Yamaha hadn't 
done too badly with its own line of vertical 
twin two-stroke street bikes. 

All these factors must have counted 
heavily back when the XS500B (intro- 
duced in 1973 as the TX500) was still in 
the planning stages. Honda’s fours were 
looming large on the horizon, but their 
sales appeal had yet to be tested and 
vertical twins were still the safest bet this 
side of rising oil prices. So Yamaha opted 
for a twin instead of gambling on a four, 
and then began devoting its engineering 
energies to a little exercise in techno- 
logical bet-hedging. 

Honda had reduced the traditional (that 


is to say, British) vertical twin’s vibration 
82 


by moving its crankpins 180-degrees 
apart, giving the pistons a right-left, 
right-left marching order, rather than 
having them stroking in unison. Yamaha 
adopted that shake-reducing measure, 
and added further compensation in the 
form of contra-rotating weights driven 
from the engine’s crankshaft. The 
XS500B balancer shaft is chained to the 
crank, and the chain wraps around four 
sprockets and passes through a welter 
of guides. Rotational reversing occurs 
because the driving sprocket on the end 
of the crank meshes outside the loop of 
chain, while the driven balancer shaft 
sprocket (and the two idlers) are inside 
the L-shaped loop. That’s just one collec- 
tion of chain and sprockets concealed by 
the engine’s left-side crankcase cover; 
the other is to connect the electric 
starter-motor, which is behind the bal- 
ancer shaft, with the crankshaft. Finally, 
packed into the same cavity, there’s the 
rotor and two sets of windings comprising 
the machine's controlled-field alternator. 

The engine’s right-side crankcase 
cover houses an area no less solidly filled 
with busy bits of metal. You find there 
the usual oil-bath clutch and helical pri- 
mary reduction gears, but that’s only the 
beginning. There’s more reduction gear- 
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A small scoop directs air down between the cams 
to help cool the area around the spark plugs. 
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ing to drive the ignition contact-breaker 
camshaft, at half engine speed, anda pair 
of larger 2:1 spur gears to drive a 
sprocket, which drives a duplex chain 
leading upward past tensioners and idlers 
to engage yet more sprockets on the ends 
of the twin camshafts. Also, we must not 
neglect to mention the spur gear hidden 
behind the driven primary gear, which 
meshes with more gears to turn the ta- 
chometer cable and zips around cor- 
ners—via shafts and skew gearing—to 
drive the engine’s two oil pumps, the 
second of which has as its sole duty the 
job of gathering lubricant from hither and 
yon and then stuffing it down into the 
sump. Why not let the oil trickle down 


Keihin's constant-vacuum carburetors create an 
abrupt response to off-idle throttle movements. 
tos = 







Behind the Yamaha engine's clean, tidy castings 
lurks an incredible collection of moving parts. 
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lights for low oil pressure and high beam. 


there, compelled by the usually reliable 
force of gravity? You'd have to ask Ya- 
maha’s engineers. 

There are obvious reasons for the 
complexity of the XS500B’s cylinderhead. 
It’s one thing to decide in favor of a twin 
when the major opposition shows every 
indication of having made a commitment 
to fours; quite another to give away all 
hope of matching the fours’ horsepower 
in case they are successful in the market- 
place. Here again, as when providing a 
balancer to counter vertical twin vibration, 
the steps taken by Yamaha to make the 
500 an equal for Honda's inline four led 
deeper into the thicket of complexities. 
When fours do display horsepower supe- 
riority it is because they have bested the 
twin in terms of crank speed and valve 
area. Yamaha apparently reasoned a lot 
of two-cylinder slack could be gathered 
in by giving the twin room for plenty of 
valves with big cylinder bores, and a very 
short stroke to permit high operating 
speeds. Hence the XS500B’s 73mm x 
59.6mm bore/stroke dimensions, and its 
four-valve twin-cam cylinderhead layout. 

The Yamaha's cylinderhead really is a 
very nice piece of work. By grabbing the 
required half-crank-speed reduction ratio 
with spur gears, down in the crankcase, 
they avoided having to use the oversize 
camshaft sprockets that swell the Honda 
450/500T cylinderhead casting; and 
placing the cams directly over the valves 
minimized valve train inertia. There are 
pivoted, curved-face followers interposed 
between the individual cam lobes and the 
paired valves each operates, with two 


Speedometer, tachometer, trip-meter and warning 





clearance-adjustment screws threaded 
into lugs extending from the sides of each 
follower. There is an offset between the 
follower’s working face and the adjust- 
ment screws, away from the pivot, which 
both increases the cam lift at the valves 
and places the screws out where they can 
be reached when the valve clearance is 
being set. 

The XS500B engine's innovative com- 
plexity is not repeated in its chassis, 
which is constructed along entirely con- 
ventional lines but provides better than 
average results. Its frame is your standard 
collection of gusseted steel tubes, sup- 
porting the engine/transmission unit ina 
two-tube cradle, with the familiar tele- 
scopic fork up front and a swing-arm rear 
suspension. lf there’s anything unusual 
about any of the chassis specifications 
its the steering geometry, which has the 
steering axis inclined only 26.5-degrees 
but the trail pulled back to 4.6-inches. 

There have been some changes in the 
XS500B since it was a TX500. Originally 
the combination of minimal flywheel effect 
in the engine, excessive lash in the trans- 
mission engagement dogs and abrupt 
off-idle throttle response made the bike 
jerky, difficult and unpleasant at low 
speeds. And the real horsepower didn't 
begin to appear until the rider had at least 
6000 rpm showing on the tachometer, 
which meant downshifting any time the 
Yamaha was asked to pass anything fast- 
er than a tree. Now this twin’s constant- 
vacuum Keihin carburetors have been 
given different pilot jets, air jets, etc., a 
mixture balance tube installed down- 
stream between the manifolds to smooth 
its slow-running characteristics, and the 
balance pipe between the two mufflers 
has been increased in diameter. Guess 
what? The XS500B is still jerky, difficult 
and unpleasant at low speeds, and still 
flat as a skinny schoolmarm’s shirtfront 
until you get it up around 7000 rpm and 
climbing. It may indeed be better than the 
original TX500 we tested in the spring of 
1973; it still needs help. 

One of the XS500B's best and worst 
features is its transmission, which does 
a lot to amplify the jerk and lurch set off 
by those wretched CV carburetors. The 
transmission’s five ratios are very nicely 
spaced, and its shift mechanism works 
with a crisp, light, short-throw, snick- 
snick-snick action you can't help but ap- 
preciate. That's the good part; the bad 
news is that there’s enough lash in the 
gears and dogs to put a big hesitation 
in the drive train, and the lack of engine 
flywheel combines with the lash to create 
a real aggravation. You open the throttle 
and you'd swear the engine picks up a 
thousand revs before all the drive-train 
clearances get reeled in and everything 
hits the stops; chop the throttle and the 
same thing happens in reverse. Ride the 
Yamaha long enough and you'll learn to 
compensate for all the snatch and yank 
with some Quick-Finger-Maynard manip- 
ulations of clutch, brake and throttle, but 
if you ever get to like it, maybe you should 
also try a tack taped to the seat because 

(Continued on page 85) 
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Engine 

Speed Torque 
3000 24.54 
3500 24.13 
4000 24.40 
4500 23.62 
5000 23.72 
5500 24.96 
6000 26.41 
6500 26.12 
7000 25.80 
7500 24.80 
8000 24.00 
8500 22.19 
9000 19.91 





(36.56 max.) 
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YAMAHA XS500B 
Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front Dunlop 3.25-19 4PR 
Dunlop 4.00-18 4PR 
Brake, front 10.5 in. x 1.85 in. x 2 
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TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS 


TORQUE 
(26.41 max.) 


YAMOd3SHOH 133HA dv3d GSALOSYYOO 


(266mm x 47mm x 2) 
| rear .............. 7.06 in. x 1.56 in. (180mm x 39.6mm) 
Brake .wept area 135.14 sq. in. (872cm?) 
一 一 二 Eada A Specie brake loading 4.61 Ib/sq. in., 
Temperature at test weight 
ween pacts wend Engine type Four-stroke, eight-valve, DOHC twin 
Date of Test: 5/9/75 Bore and stroke..2.874 in. x 2.346 in. (73mm x 59.6mm) 
As Tested on the i ý o 
Webco Dyno Piston displacement 30.39 cu. in. (498cm3) 
Compression ratio 
en Carburetion 2; 32mm Keihin CV 
Air filtration treated paper 
Ignition battery and coil 
Bhp @ rpm 36.56 @ 8000 
Torque @ rpm 26.41 @ 6000 
Rake/Trail 26.5°/4.6 in. (11.7cm) 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Road Speed Fue) capacity co oe eases arianen ses 3.4 gal. (13 liter) 
vs Time OI CAPACI eroaa A ce 3.2 qts. (3 liter) 
Battery 12V, 14AH 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 17.92 (2) 11.91 (3) 9.16 
(4) 7.41 (5) 6.19 
Wheelbase 55.1 in. (140cm) 
Seat height 30 in. (76.2cm) 
Ground clearance Gal in. (I5:5cm) 
Curb weight 458 Ib. (208kg.) 
Test weight 623 Ib. (283kg.) 
Instruments Speedometer, tachometer, odometer, 
reset tripmeter, oil pressure warning light 
Standing start % mile 14.597 sec; 89.73 mph 
Average fuel consumption .. 37.7 mpg (corrected for 
8% odometer error) 
Speedometer error....indicated 30 mph = actual 25.28 
indicated 60 mph = actual 55.14 
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you will have discovered a streak of mas- 
ochism in your character. 

Apart from the drive-train lurch, it’s hard 
to find enough good things to say about 
the XS500B’s behavior on the road. For 
one thing, this Yamaha shares with only 
the vastly more expensive BMW the ap- 
pealing trait of having a front wheel that 
climbs over highway expansion strips 
without transmitting the motion undimin- 
ished straight up into its handlebars. The 
Yamaha's fork actually does telescope to 
accommodate such abrupt irregularities, 
and we are told that there has been no 
change in seals, dust boots or anything 
that would reduce static friction; the only 
modification from the harsher-riding 
TX500 has been a reduction in fork-spring 
preload. The fork spring-rate wasn’t 
changed; only the amount the spring is 
compressed with the fork sliders in fully- 
extended position, or so they tell us. 
Whatever the details, the Yamaha 500 
twin has been transformed with respect 
to the quality of its ride, and the transfor- 
mation goes a long way toward making 
it a very good touring machine. 

Riding comfort can be sadly influenced 
by engine vibration, but the XS500B 
scores very well in that respect, too. Its 
engine’s inherent, crankshaft-generated 
rocking couple is fairly effectively com- 
pensated by the contra-rotating balancer, 
and you do your steady-speed cruising 
free from the nagging tingle and buzz 
characteristic of too many motorcycles. 
But there are times, when engine speed 
begins to soar, that the Yamaha ‘‘Om- 
niphase” balancing act starts to feel more 
like ominous-phase. Over the 6000-9000 
rpm range you'll notice points at which 
the vibration headache overwhelms the 
balancer aspirin, and you are reminded 
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that the Yamaha does have just the two 
pistons flailing around down there. 

Any obsessively picayune person, like 
a typical Cycle road-tester, can find some 
fault with any motorcycle—and the 
XS500B’s seating position and seat mildly 
aroused our restless ire. The Yamaha 
twin’s seat is a bit narrow for any but the 
slenderest of backsides, though there is 
some comfort compensation in the way 
it is padded; and its pegs are too far 
forward by a couple of inches. But the 
handlebar is just perfection, the various 
levers work as though they sprout directly 
from the mechanisms being controlled, 
the instruments (except for the idiot- 
lights) give a world of information for the 
price of a glance, and the pegs—albeit 
too far forward—are set at precisely the 
right height. There’s a bonus down at 
peg-level: they fit closely against the sides 
of this extremely compact motorcycle, so 
you won't feel like you've been straddling 
one of Ernest and Julio Gallo’s larger wine 
casks after a morning in the saddle. Com- 
pactness is an advantage vertical twins 
are supposed to have over inline fours, 
and it is one that has found real expres- 
sion in Yamaha's sports/touring XS500B. 

Keihin’s series-CV carburetors had au- 
tomotive butterfly-type chokes (like their 
throttles, but located up at their air entry) 
when they first appeared on bikes like the 
CB450 Honda. Those now fitted on the 
Yamaha twin have little plunger-type mix- 
ture enrichers for cold starting and in this 
application they work wonderfully well. To 
get the XS500B awake on a chill morning 
you just flick the choke lever on and 
punch the starter button; it will instantly 
be running unless you try to help the 
engine by cracking the throttle, which will 
prevent the mixture enricher from doing 


its thing. Alas, while Yamaha’s twin will 
start instantly it won’t be ready for busi- 
ness until after several minutes of croupy, 
sullen protest. The engine wants to be 
warm before it does any substantial 
work, and it refuses to be hurried. 
Yamaha's exotic, eight-valve twin can 
be pretty sullen about doing its job even 
after it is fully awake and its blood warm 
and circulating. Crank up a lot of throttle 
at anything below 6000 rpm and all you'll 
get in response is a noisy gargling from 
the carburetors. You have to get that 
plain-bearing crank spinning and the pis- 


(Continued on page102) 





Yamaha uses a double-piston, fixed-caliper disc 
brake and it’s one of the very best. 





® Ron Wood’s Norton dirt-tracker started 
42 races last year and was sidetracked 
by mechanical failure but three times. 
Along the way Wood and rider Rob Mor- 
rison won the West Coast Overall Cham- 
pionship, despite the fact that Morrison 
climbed aboard the Norton for the first 
time two months into the season. The bike 
is kept in absolutely meticulous condition, 
but its appearance, unlike many other 
tricked-out motorcycles, is not its mes- 
sage. If it were, Wood couldn't bear to 
let it on the racetrack. Beyond its cleanli- 
ness and its polish, the bike reflects much 
that Wood has learned in the past decade, 
and much that others have yet to learn. 

Ron Wood himself is the owner of a 
vast Southern California lighting fixture 
enterprise; the race shop consumes only 
a tiny portion of his 50,000 square foot 
facility. He owned his first motorcycle at 
16, has done some desert riding and was 
attracted to AMA-style dirt track competi- 
tion by going to Ascot and watching dur- 
ing the Tanner years. His involvement 
began with 250s and novice riders, and 
he has been actively participating for 
eight seasons. 

Wood's Norton is a visual feast. He is 
a meticulous man by nature, and his care 
and precision has been sprayed on the 
bike like another coat of paint. Racing 
for Wood is a consuming hobby, and his 
bike mirrors his commitment, and exper- 
tise. Every surface, every cranny, every 


Wood feels rear disc carrier arrangement (right) 
is too complicated; it will be replaced by a 1-piece 
carrier. Emphasis on left-turn tracks can be readily 
seen (below). Clutch cover is the first—and only— 
component that can drag. Both shift lever and rear 
brake pedal are located on right. The Wood Norton 
engine (below, right), developed painstakingly by 
Wood and C.R. Axtell, uses early crankcases, mag- 
neto ignition, and Dell'Orto pumper carbs to pro- 
duce just under 77 bhp. 

















THE 
DIRT TRACK 
LIMOUSINE 


fitting and clamp, every rotating and re- 
ciprocating component, every fastener, 
cable and line, every spring, slide, bracket 
and adjuster has been individually mas- 
saged until it matches Wood’s vision of 
adequacy. If racing is his hobby, then 
radiant machinery is his passion. 

The most arresting component on the 
Norton is, of course, the chassis, origi- 
nally conceived and manufactured in 
1971. Wood was then and is today willing 
to take extraordinarily complex measures 
to avoid complexity. The frame reflects 





it. It also reflects Wood’s belief that most 
mile and half-mile frames are antiquated, 
and his belief that each motorcycle en- 
gine demands its own chassis, rather than 
a universal one that can be persuaded 
to house a number of different power- 
plants. “Im not a frame expert,” Wood 
claims, ‘‘but | have some of my own 
ideas.” One of which is that the single 
most important aspect of chassis design 
is rigidity between the steering head and 
the swing arm pivot. To get that rigidity, 
Wood designed a virtually single-element 
chassis, that element a loop of .0492” 
wall, three-inch chromemoly tubing that 
not only holds the swing arm pivot and 
the steering head in perfect alignment but 
also serves one other critical function: it 
handles all the oil reservoir and breather 
tasks. The fittings and their functions are 
as follows: uppermost on the front down- 
tube is the oil filler fitting, located so that 
when the plug is removed, oil can be seen 
returning through the oil return fitting, 
slightly below. Between the two forward 
motor mount plates are two more fittings, 
which handle engine breathing and cor- 
respond with the volume above the oil 
level via internal standpipes. At the bottom 
rear of the frame loop is an oil drain fitting, 
and directly above that a fitting that vents 
the oil cavity when lubricant is being 
added. A plate, welded inside the loop 
and invisible, contains oil level at a point 
directly above the vent hole. Above the 


plate, another drain hole—this one to 
evacuate the oil droplets that have ac- 
cumulated from the entire upper section 
of the chassis, which serves as a breather 
chamber. The last fitting of note is the 
breather outlet, below the seat. It is noth- 
ing more than a short section of tubing 
plugged into the chassis tube, filled with 
a piece of Filtron. 

Returning to the front of the chassis, 
the volume into which the engine 
breathes (the front ‘‘downtube’’) corre- 
sponds with the backbone section 
through a small-diameter pipe, welded in 
place inside the chassis. Pressure from 
the breathers is released through this pipe 
into the backbone section, and thence 
out past the Filtron mini-element under 
the fiberglass-base seat. 

Wood doesn’t believe in mounts that 
bolt both to the engine/transmission and 
to the frame. On his Norton, the mounts 
are welded in place—not to the frame, 
which at .0492” is practically paper-thin, 
but to pads which are welded to the main 
tube, thus spreading the load. Pads are 
also welded to the tube directly below the 
steering head to absorb the impact from 
the soft bolts on the lower triple clamp 
that serve as steering stops. The chassis 
was time-consuming to design and ex- 
pensive to manufacture (about double the 
cost of a traditional dirt track frame); 
consequently Wood takes every precau- 
tion to safeguard it. The pads help; so 





To study Ron Wood’s Norton 
dirt-tracker is to study 

mechanical perfection— 

but the bike’s appearance, 

arresting as a work wir 
of kinetic art, iz 

is not all there is. 





does an annual magnaflux treatment, and 
a sub-chassis bash plate. 

At 57”, the Wood Norton is a little longer 
than most, and with a 26° fork angle it turns 
a bit slower than most. Other details of 
chassis geometry are a Wood secret. He 
spent a couple of years pioneering ad- 
justable cones in the steering head to 
alter front geometry, and moveable lower 
shock mounts on the swing arm to exper- 
iment with shock action. Having estab- 
lished parameters he feels are successful, 
he sees no sense letting it all out. 

According to C.R. Axtell’s dynamom- 
eter, Wood’s engine makes 68.3 rear 
wheel bhp at 5500 rpm, 67.8 at 6000, 73.4 
at 6500, 74.2 at 7000, 76.8 at 7250 and 
75.0 at 7500. “We know,” he says, “that 
really strong 750 Harley-Davidsons—like 
the one Mert Lawwill and Axtell devel- 
oped—make six or eight more horsepower 
than mine. But Mert’s Harley never dis- 
played the kind of speed advantage it 
should have with that kind of power edge. 
The good Yamaha 750 twins make about 
70 bhp. The good Nortons 76 or 77, and 
the good H-Ds 84 to 86. Yet on most 
tracks, especially the half-miles, all three 
brands seem to be competitive with each 
other. The major problem as | see it is 
getting it to the ground. As horsepower 
goes up, developments and improve- 
ments in chassis design are also called 
for, and we need a major improvement 
in tires.” Wood uses Goodyear Eagle GTs 





for blue groove tracks and Pirellis for 
damp, heavy or deep-cushion tracks. Un- 
like many current dirt track tuners, Wood 
no longer believes in tire hardening—and 
keeps a chunked rear tire around the 
shop so he won't forget. The people who 
harden the tires, he says, have no way 
to accurately control the process. Typical 
of Wood’s thoroughness, he bought a 
Durometer, which measures hardness, 
and discovered hardness ranges beyond 
tolerable levels which led to brittleness, 
which led to chunking. 

The almost 77 bhp that Wood’s Norton 
develops is contained in reinforced 1968 
or 1969 crankcases. Later model cases 
are stronger, but have no provision for 
magneto ignition. Wood likes the mag 
because it is self-contained and neater 
than a battery-and-coil system. Ergo the 
"68-'69 cases, ergo the reinforcing. Ron 


Large, single-element chassis (above, right) was 
designed by Ron Wood and built by C&J. Relief 
in front downtube is for tire clearance. Axtell meg- 
aphones and pipes (right) give engine useful power 
from 5500 rpm to 7500 rpm. Engine mounting 
plates (below) are welded not to the ultra-light- 
gauge chassis, but to pads that spread the load. 














Entire bike is resplendent in detail. All hose clamps 
are safety-wired (above), and periphery of trans- 
mission-adjustment slot was masked off prior to 
painting. A pair of 36mm Dell'Ortos (below) 
mounted on long inlet runners have proved far 
more successful than old Amal GPs. UniFilter socks 
are used, and changed 3 times per night. 





expends the same kind of care and 
thoroughness preparing the engine as he 
does the rest of the bike. Bob Gorsuch 
of Excello Plating in Los Angeles mag- 
nafluxes and Zyglos all interior engine 
parts, which are then stress-relieved by 
shot-peening or polishing. The power 
parts all come from Axtell: camshaft, 
complete cylinder head and megaphones. 
Ron Wood is a new distributor for Dell- 
"Orto carburetors, and he uses a pair of 
36mm pumpers on his own bike—they 
produce more horsepower than the 
5/32" or 1-7/32" Amal GPs he used to 
use. He selects Hepolite 9.5-1 pistons 
(standard Norton rings) for Mile races and 
10-1 or 10%-1 Hepolites for Half-Mile. 
Standard gudgeon pins and rods are 
used. Other than oversized (3/8 dia. 
aircraft) fly-wheel bolts and a little mas- 


saging on the drive side, the crank as- 
sembly is standard, installed with .0085” 
of end play. The cranks are good for 
about 10 Half-Mile races. The oil pump, 
transmission and all bearings and inserts 
are standard, as is the clutch (except for 
the Barnett plates). Reynold primary and 
final drive is used, and changed fre- 
quently. 

Maintenance during the season con- 
sists roughly of valve adjustment, timing 
adjustment and fresh air cleaners after 
every local event (under 20 miles total), 
and a complete tear-down after every four 
races. When the bike is racing, the air 
cleaners are changed three times per 
evening. “It only takes a second to check 
them and put on fresh ones if necessary,” 
Wood says, “and it’s a cheap way of 
keeping down the number of valve jobs 
you have to do.”’ He uses UniFilters, con- 
sidering them superior to pleated paper 
filters because the tuner can see if they're 
dirty or not. 

Ron Wood's rider from the 1974 sea- 
son, Rob Morrison, has moved for 1975 
to the factory team; riding this year is Alex 
Jorgensen. Wood plans to try to make 
more Nationals this season than he did 
last. Which means that he'll be moving 
around the country. If he attends a Na- 
tional in your area, make sure to beg, steal 
or borrow a pit pass, and then take a close 
look at what.care, dilligence, experience 
and high passion have built. © 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DALE BOLLER, DAN MAHONY 


Probably the most 
successful privateer in 
Grand National AMA 
dirt-track competition, 
Wood says of the 

factory teams, “‘Hey, it’s 
hard beating those guys.” 












WEBGO HEADS RUN STRONGER! 


Have a machine the magazines say is 


best? You've fixed the suspension, 
tuned your body and psyched 
your buddies, but you're 
still not winning. Mid- . 
way in the race you 
lose power and 
gradually slip 
` to fifth or sixth. 
We can’t promise 
to make everyone a 
winner (there is only 
one to a race) but a Web- 
co high performance head will 
help to keep you up front. You will 


run noticeably stronger and cooler, too. l 


A Webco head not only improves horse- 
power, but will keep it for the full 
length of the race, because we've 
designed it to improve both 

thermal and volumetric 

efficiencies. Each Web- 

co head is designed 

for maximum per- 

formance in its spe- 

cific application. Preci- 

sion cast from prime 356 

aluminum (finest obtain- 

able). TG heat treated, then 
machined to exacting tolerances. 

Get a Webco head for your engine. 
You can see it at your Webco dealer. 


116 page Webco catalog 
and decal...$1.50 ppd. 


WEBCO INC. BOX 429 6è VENICE, CALIF. 90291 


BELL 


HELMETS 


The Helmet with the 
ring of a winner! 


e Provides 120° peripheral vision 


@ Meets requirements of D.O.T. Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard 218 


e Certified by The S. H.C. A. 


ə Made of Impact-Resistant Fibergiass 
Shell with Expanded Polystyrene 
Padding 


e Equipped with Snap-on Visor Shield- 
can be used with goggles or face 


shields 
“THE ENTHUSIAST'S SUPPLY HOUSE” 


KK Motorcycle Supply 


431 E. 3RD ST., DAYTON, OHIO 45402 (513) 222-7818 











n 
DISCOUNT RIDER 
Order catalog featuring 36 pages of 
the finest quality Honda accessor- 
ies, and clothing items at specially 
low discounted prices. Send for 
yours today. 

DISCOUNT RIDER 


13321 Sherman Way, 
North Hollywood, Ca. 91605 


COMFORT LOW SEAT 


Heavy vinyl in Black or Brown over 
contoured foam rubber. TO ORDER: 
Send check or money order for $10.00 
down to DISCOUNT RIDER. Balance 
C.O.D. Please specify seat color, and 
year and make of your bike. 








TRIDENT Continued from page 51 


almost rest a bare hand on the Trident’s 
cylinder head. Cooley feels that an oil 
cooler is particularly necessary when a 
touring fairing is used. The fairing’s 
greater frontal area increases wind resis- 
tance and thereby makes the engine work 
harder. The extra heat often concentrates 
in the relatively quiet air around the rider. 

The fairing Cooley settled on after trying 
several was a Vetter Phantom, and he 
bemoans the fact that the Phantom has 
been replaced by bulkier and harder-to- 
mount models. The Phantom was a near 
perfect combination of bike stability and 
weather protection for the rider. When the 
fairing was first mounted, the plexiglass 
windshield would fold over almost flat at 
80 mph. The aluminum substitute was 
fabricated by Cooley soon after the fairing 
was installed, and a small shield portion 
was added to allow proper vision. The 
home-brew combination functions well at 
the bike’s indicated top speed of 115 mph. 

A good fairing is one of Cooley’s ab- 
solute requisites for a road bike. He fig- 
ures a fairing cuts fatigue at least fifty 
percent by removing the wind pressure 
from the rider’s body. There is no need 
for a death-grip on the handlebars, the 
knees don’t have to be clamped against 
the tank sides, the wind doesn’t whip a 
helmet continuously, there isn’t a con- 
stant shriek past the ears, and there is 
a much greater choice of riding positions 
when one doesn't have to fight the wind 
thrust against his body. 

Many, many different techniques and 
brands of chain lube have been tried over 
the miles. So far, the only foolproof way 
is to shut off the chain oiling system on 
the bike and religiously hand spray the 
chain with Kal-Gard chain lube every 100 
miles. As tedious as that might sound, the 
Triumph is only on its second rear chain, 
and is still using what looks to be a per- 
fectly good original rear sprocket. A 
homemade wraparound extension to the 
standard chain guard keeps the wheel rim 
and fender remarkably free of chain oil 
and road debris. 

Tires have also been an object of con- 
siderable testing. Dunlop K-81, near and 
dear to many twisty road freaks, will go 
only about 6000 miles of fast touring. The 
new Metzler Touring Special will just 
about double that figure. And. the gran- 
daddy of all the mileage-getters is the 
Avon SM Mark Il, which will produce some 
16,000 miles. Cooley prefers the 3.50 x 
19 size over the 4.00 or 4.10 because it 
feels much lighter and runs cooler than 
the bigger tires. The Avon wears in a wide, 
flat patch that contacts the pavement with 
its full width during straight touring. But 
the rubber doesn’t feel particularly hard, 
and Cooley claims that it provides more 
than adequate cornering grip. 

Kendall 20W-40 oil was changed at 
2000-mile intervals throughout the Tri- 
dent’s life. It was found on previous ma- 
chines that the Kendall multi-grade kept 
the inside of an engine cleaner and pro- 
duced less sludge than other oils. The 
crankcases, along with the crankshaft 

CYCLE 


and rods, have never been apart during 
the 98,000 miles. 

One of the more remarkable things 
aboutthe bike is that it still has its original 
mufflers—and they still look like new. 

The front wheel bearings were re- 
packed with grease when the fork seals 
and rubber boots were replaced at 40,000 
miles and the odometer wheels had to 
be shimmed at the same time to keep 
them from freewheeling: 

Over the years, Dan Cooley has ridden 
over a half-million miles on various and 
sundry bikes. His only accident was while 
riding a Honda 50 with his girl friend on 
the back when he was a “young and 
foolish” seventeen in Chicago. One of the 
more bizzare things he did was to ride 
a 50cc Kreidler Florette on a 10,578 mile 
trip from Chicago to Florida to San Diego 
and back to Chicago in 25 days. He 
carried three gallons of oil with him be- 
cause not many stations had two-stroke 
oil back in ’63, and the little bike would 
often be run up hills wide open in second 
gear at 22 mph. Oddly enough he had 
no close calls with cars and trucks and 
remembers the Kreidler as “riding very 
smooth and soft, like a BMW.” 

Cooley rides a lot because he loves to 
do it. He likes the feel of the motorcycle 
under him as he clicks off an average of 
15,000 miles a year in casual riding, with 
no special trips or particular destinations. 
He'll get up on Saturday and ride to Reno 
and back to San Diego for supper. Many 
of the miles on the Triumph were at 85 
to 100 mph across the Nevada desert, 
before the National 55 mph limit was im- 
posed. He loves the Trident, even though 
“it vibrates like hell, like they all do, and 
the faster it goes, the worse it gets.’’ He 
doesn’t like his friend’s Honda because 
it feels too heavy and he didn’t like the 
BMWs because they were too smooth to 
feel like he thinks a motorcycle should. 
The Trident has a certain economy which 
appeals to Cooley. It is very fast and 
accelerates hard without being so heavy 
that it wears out tires and chains quickly. 

“Not that the BMWs aren’t good ma- 
chines,” he offers as an aside. “Several 
of the R/75s around here have over 
80,000 miles on them and their heads 


have never been off.” 
As one might expect from people who 


are more concerned with bikes than they 
are with money, Brattin Motors is a real 
old-time motorcycle shop. There are 
boxes full of disassembled bikes shoved 
under the work benches and lots of hand 
made, Rube Goldberg-looking special 
tools on top of the benches. But up in 
the showroom and parts bins, the neatly 
arranged new bikes and exactly segre- 
gated gaskets show a proper business- 
hour seriousness. 

As the sun sinks, Cooley's words still 
meter out in the easy-flowing exactness 
of a thoroughly professional expert in his 
field. It is evident that this man loves to 
ride and work on motorcycles. It is then 
that he begins work on the successor to 
his Trident. Each piece of a wrecked 
Norton Commando is being made just 
right before joining its associates. © 
JULY 1975 


Cycling Comfort 


is a TRAVEL EASE 
Water Cushion 





Now, riding and long distance touring can be 
more enjoyable with the aid of the Travel 
Ease Water Cushion. It utilizes the hydraulic 
support principle of the water bed in con- 
junction with the stabilizing effect and added 
comfort of plastic foam. Shift your weight. 
It’s like changing seats. It conforms to your 
new position. . .lets you ride relaxed without 
the need for rest stops due to seat fatigue. The 
water cushion also: smooths out bumps and 
vibration, has rider and passenger individual 
comfort adjustability, has cooling “heat ex- 
changer“ action, and is removed or replaced in 
seconds without tools allowing it to be used as 
a bleacher seat or pillow while camping. For 
winter use, hot water may be used for added 
comfort and warmth. The Travel Ease Water 
Cushion is only $24.95 postage paid. Send 
check or money order only. Prompt delivery 


assured. Models available for the following 
between 250 thru 900 cc. HONDA, BMW, 
MOTO GUZZI, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, 


YAMAHA, NORTON, TRIUMPH & BSA. Send 
to: JML PRODUCTS, Dept. C Box 3708-A, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 53217. Phone (414) 352-8848. 
When ordering give make, model and year of 
motorcycle. 

DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR 


INQUIRIES INVITED 


BIKE TOO HIGH? 


come back down to Earth 


LOWERING BLOCKS 


e STRONG STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
LOWERS BIKE 2% INCHES 
USES STOCK SHOCKS 
MAINTAINS HANDLING 
AVAILABLE FOR MOST BIKES 
GUARANTEED 
RETAIL $15.95 


DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED 
MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES CORP. 
13327 SHERMAN WAY, 

N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91605 


























NOW AVAILABLE! 
MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 
For All Brands of Bikes! 


—Specially Made —All Sizes 

—Reinforced Elbows 一 All Colors 

一 Wash Easy 100% Nylon Mesh 一 All Makes of Cycles 

一 Cool and Comfortable 

—Only $9.95 plus $.70 Postage and Handling! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed—Immediate Delivery 





Use Coupon Below, or Write Today! 








HOT NEW PRODUCT! 
Hotshoe tm Brand 
MOTO-CROSS SOCKS 
Now Available in Four Bold Color 

Combinations! 



















—Sharp, Bright Color Stripes 

—Extra-Long to Fit Over Boot Tops 

—Do Not Shrink or Stretch Out of Shape 
—Lightweight and Extra Strong 

—Non-Allergic and Gentle to Skin 

—Specially Made of Modern Olefin Yarn 

一 Wicking Action Holds Moisture Away From Skin 
—Resistant to Strain 

一 Super Washable, Fast-Drying 

—Available in Four Attractive Color Combinations 


All Village Cycle Shop Products Are 


Satisfaction Guaranteed—immediate Delivery! 
Send $3.95 per Pair, plus 50¢ Postage and Handling to: 


Village Cycle Shop 
8d Moto-Cross Road 
Lake City, Tennessee 37769 








一 一 一 一 一 一 Clip and Mail Now! 一 一 一 一 一 一 





Village Cycle Shop 

8d Moto-Cross Road 

Lake City, Tennessee 37769 

Please send me the items indicated. | enclose $9.95, plus 
70¢ Postage and Handling, for each MX Jersey, and/or 
$3.95, plus 50¢ Postage and Handling, for each pair of MX 
Socks. 


MX JERSEYS 
Quantity 
Brand = — (See listing above.) 
Size — ASE 2S. M = XE 
Color Preference _ Ist — 2nd 
MX SOCKS 
How 
Stripe Colors __, Many? E Size 9-11 | Size 10-13 


Red/Blue/Red | 
_ Red/Black/Red | 
Gold/Black/Gold | 
Lime/White/Lime _ | He 


Enclosed is Check or Money Order for (total) for MX Jerseys, 
and/or _ ________ pairs MX Socks, as indicated above. 


Name: 
Street: _ _ ee eee = 


City _ = S -State _ — Zip 
Satisfaction fully Guaranteed. All Orders Shipped Immedi- 
ately. Sorry, No C.O.D. 





EOE EE E R S = 





HR Packers 


agreat name 
to have 
behind you 


From one of the world’s leading 
glass fibre manufacturers comes 
a whole new look in motorcycle 
luggage, with modern and 
functional design by Europe’s 
foremost stylists. 

Travelcase and saddlebag are 
made of hot compression 
moulded glass fibre for strength, 
with a smooth interior finish and 
a noticeable lack of the pungent 
resin smell often associated 
with other glass fibre cases. 

The travel case fits most 
luggage racks; the saddlebag 
has special fittings for your bike 
and is quickly detachable and 
easily carried by the flush fitting 
handle. 


Travelcase $60.00 each 
Saddlebags $130.00 a pair 


Write for details and order form: 


HR Division 
Permali North America 
P.O. Box 718, Mount Pleasant, PA 15666 
Phone: 412/547-4581 ° Telex: 866 666 
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Cycle MAIL HOUSE 


08-499 Peren 


CTipp d ; rel Keep on 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON} > a s 2 Bruck 
Ley CLEP yan [ES aT 5 


08-483 08-143 08-107 082176 
GET OUR CATALOG—THERE ARE OVER 
1500 DESIGNS AVAILABLE! 


WHITE T-SHIRTS 





$3.25 TRANSFER ONLY $1.25 (Apply Yourself) 
COLOR T-SHIRTS $3.95 口 Yellow 口 Blue OGrey OGold 
COLOR TANK TOPS $4.25 ORed 口 Blue 口 Yellow 口 Green 
SWEATSHIRTS-WHITE $5.25- COLOR $5.95 口 Gold 口 Blue 口 Black 


DESIGN ON BOTH SIDES (SAME OR DIFF. DESIGN) ADD 1.00. NOTE: Give 2nd & 3rd 
Color Choices SPECIFY YOUR SIZE ~ All Boys & Mens (2-48) Sizes Available, 


3 Super 
13” color WINGS 
SEW-ON PATCHES 
13” Large Back Size $3.50 — 4%" Front $1.50 


SEW-ON PATCHES 


00-927 02.448 00-926 00-988 
JUST 8 OF OVER 2000 SEW ONS FROM 
UR NEW ‘75 CATALOG 


ANTIQUE BRONZE 


BELTS & 
BUCKLES 


5.95 BUCKLES ONLY 
9.95 BUCKLE & BELT 


07-250 


SPECIFY YOUR SIZE 


07-687 


100 PAGES! 5000 Fakes, 
CATALOG $1- REFUNDABLE! 


USE OUR COMPLETE PART NUMBER ON EVERY ITEM YOU ORDER 


07-685 








‘75 COLOR CATALOG 


SAVE MONEY — Combine your orders with your friends. 
Postage and handling only on orders less than $10.00. 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


Gort Accessories 


NTERNATIONAL, INC. 


2607 Hennepin Ave. S. Dept.775-S 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55408 
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ARAL ro-6 $27% 


REBUILDABLE HELMET 
Pe eB 












Now available direct to you. The only 
helmet that custom adjusts to your needs 
and is rebuildable..tf you're left handed, 
just swap chin»Straps. If you get a hair cut 
and yourhelmet doesn‘t fit, just ‘adjust the 
sizing band. Mud and-water. aren‘t.a problem. 
Take /the ‘insides out for—quick, drying, 
washing or complete réplacement. Break a 
chin strap, just replace it: 


The ARAI “‘Customizer” has a full fiber- 
glass shell and/ styrofoam -tiner Exceeds 
290.1 andj Snell-70 standards. In white, 
pearl silver, international. orange~or gloss 
black, Specify head size. 

RD-6. REPLACEMENT KITS 
Replacement Foam Pads Set 
(All Interior/Foam Pads} 

Replacement Upholstery, Set 
(Headbands, “Foam Pads & Jersey Covers) $6.98 
Complete Interior & Straps Set $9.98 
















$1.98 


OUTRIDER ACCESSORIES, INC. 
608 W. 57th Street,.New York, N.Y. 10019 





Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 







SEND ORDERS TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS C/O MAILORDER DIV. 








| Quan. | _ Description $ Size | Color | Price | Tota | 
ae Gs ee ee 


Add $2.00 Postage and Handling. New York residents add 7% sales tax. 




























LANGHORNE M-X AND SIX DAY BOOTS 
Featuring red,white and blue racing stripes 
down front,/complete shin and ankle pad- 
ding for great: protection, elasticized top 
for snug fit, seven roller buckles, metal heel 
and toe. cap for long wear, heavy duty 
sticking, made of the highest quality genuine 
cowhide leather, and a full 17”\high) for 
total lower leg protection. The Moto-X boot 
has a super smooth sole/heel:for. total friction 
free sliding on any track surface.’ Our Six-Day 
boot. is equipped with a) lug style.sole/heel 
for*that traction-required in. the mud-holes. 
Both boots ‘are gas and oil resistant:Sold in 
“DY” width, sizes-7.thru 12. > . 
Six-Day Boot» $44.50 
Moto-X Boot $43.50 


MAIL ORDER.OR COME.OVER 
Use this coupon to mail order direct any of the 
quality products featured above. Send your check 
or money order to our national mail order ware- 
house in N.Y. or if you're nearby, come on over. 
Outrider, New York 

606 W. 57th St., N.Y.C., N.Y. 10019 

Outrider, Los Angeles 

10545 W. Pico Bivd., L.A., Calif. 90064 
Outrider, Miami 

85 N.E. 167th St., N. Miami Beach, Fla. 33162 
Free 80 page mail catalog with any purchase. 
Check M/O 
















































===> d DELUXE 


GAZINE 
M CASES 


@ihe ideal way to save your valuable copies, keep 
them well protected and make it easy for you to 
refer to any issue at any time. Both decorative and 
attractive enough to enhance the decor of any room, 
each case holds a full year’s copies. Constructed of 
reinforced fiberboard, these durable cases are 
covered in a rich-textured leatherette. The gold 
embossed back adds to its elegance and makes 
each case a welcome addition to your bookshelf 
or cabinet. 
Cases are available for your favorite magazines. 
Only $5.95 each, 3 for $15.50 in any combination 
of titles, including all postage and handling charges. 


Outside U.S.A. add $1 per case. 
CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR AMERICAN 
Ziff-Davis Serv. Div., Dept. JJ, 595 B’way, N.Y. 10012 


EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTER 

CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. 
Please send the Magazine Cases indicated below: 
TITLE QUANTITY 











CHECK: [] All Black [] Maroon Back, Black Sides 


GJ ENCLOSED IS $ 一 —— cY775 
CO CHARGE: 口 BankAmericard 口 Master Charge 
O American Express 口 Diners Club 


Account # Exp. Date. 

Master Charge Interbank # — — —— ___— — _ 
(4 numbers over your name) 

Signature 

Print Name 

Address 


一 
Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., II., Mich., Mo., 
N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add applicable sales tax. 





















Giant 5 ft. x 7 ft. BIKE poster /mural, 
yours for 4.99, shipping included. 
California residents add 6% sales tax. 
(Foreign orders add $2.00 for postage.) 


Send cash, check or money order to: 


Malibu Card & Mural Co. 
P.O. Box 877, Malibu, Calif. 90265 


Please rush my order for: 




















— Bike Sky Diver (not shown) 
Surfer 
Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip Country 
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SLOW RACE Continued from page 76 


out there. so long as they didn’t knock 
down fence or shoot up my signs or 
grandchildren. You can’t hang nothing up 
but what somebody’ll shoot holes in it. 
An invitation to shoot is what hanging 
something up is. I believe you could hang 
a man up there on that tree and some- 
body’d come along and shoot him more 
likely than cut him down. I come by here 
to see if it wasn’t a carnival.” 

“No, sir. It’s not a carnival.” 

“Then that’s fine, but I do enjoy a good 
carnival. Take care of yourself on that 
thing, boy. You have a good time.” He 
grunched the truck into gear and started 
easing away. “Sure /ooks like a carnival.” 

Murphy draped the repaired chain over 
the Dalesman’s handlebars and said, 
“What'd the old guy want?” 

“He thought we might be having a 
carnival out here.” 

“Well, that does seem to be a fairly 
accurate appraisal of the situation.” 

We started following Laurie around her 
loop to see what “real” trials looked like 
and to see if she was really as good as 
I suspicioned she might be. Sure enough, 
she was. You had to be a pretty doggone 
good rider just to get to some of the places 
where you were supposed to compete. 
While she was cleaning her second trap, 
some guy in a club jersey puttered up 
behind us on his Montesa. That bike was 


so quiet I had to look twice to tell if it 
was running or rolling. Matter of fact. 
Montesas were sneaking up on me all day 
long. 

“You guys know how to score?” he 
asked. 

“Sure,” Murphy lied. 

“We need a scorer and an observer over 
on section nine. We’re real short-handed 
and Id appreciate it if you could help us 
out.” 

“Where is it?” 

“Go back through camp on the main 
road and you'll see a jeep trail cutting off 
to the right about fifty yards past. The 
arrows pick up a good ways down, and 
nine is right there to the left. Here’s a 
green pen. Use green.” 

We doodly-bopped back to the road 
and through camp. An Ossa rider rumbled 
past us at about thirty heading back to- 
ward the first section. “Lousy pit racers.” 
Murphy said. 

Nine was a real booger. It started on 
a foot-wide ledge. then a sharp downhill 
left, a tight left at the bottom around a 
willowy sapling. then right around a tree, 
over a log, left around some more trees, 
over the log again, and into a ditch and 
out. There were a few places in that sec- 
tion where if you put your foot down 
you'd fall clear to Bossier City. 

Murphy rearranged some pebbles 
around the log and said, “Where do you 
think I should stand?” 


NE a_a 


“Can't you just walk behind each 
rider?” 

“Are you kidding? I’d never be able to 
get back in position in any decent time. 
This is a big. nasty section. I want to stand 
somewhere.” 

“Okay. Get over there by that sapling. 
You can see everything without moving, 
and I can see you from the finish to get 
the score.” 

The first rider through had a thin mus- 
tache. He was wearing a cardigan sweater, 
sunglasses, and a tattersall cap. I figured 
he had to be good to have the guts to 
dress like that. He took his Montesa 
through in fine fashion, although he had 
to hook that sapling down when making 
the tight left. It sprang back up and hit 
Murphy in the head. As a matter of fact, 
the next thirty or so riders hooked that 
pine in much the same way and hit 
Murphy with it, with little regard as to 
how he ducked. I sympathized with the 
poor guy, but wasn’t about to give up my 
green pen for his comfort. 

A kid who looked to be about thirteen 
years old took his Honda into the section 
about as slowly as I’ve ever seen a motor- 
cycle ridden. It was enough to make you 
yawn. 

“He'll be shaving by the time he gets 
through,” another Honda guy remarked 
to me. 

“Maybe so, but he’s doing great. Do 
you have any idea how many points he’s 





The New “Cincher” trom circle industries 


The ultimate one-inch, 2,000 Ib. test tie-down belt is now 
available for those who really want to have the best. 
The manufacturers of Snap Strap and Shur-Release are . 
proud to introduce the Cincher. It incorporates all our superior quality 
; _ features.with a tension activated spring loaded cinching 
é mechanism hich allows you % lock: your bike so well it will never, 
è » j + move unléss you Wantit-to. 
Exclusive features include: 2,000 Ib. test nylon webbing e High 
tensile double stitching e Two 3/8” diameter. all steel hooks ® One 
hook electrostatically vinyl coated for scratch-proof 
non-slip attachment e Available in brilliant red or blue 
e All-weather tested and proven. 


Just another of the fine quality products from 
Circle Industries. Only $10.95 per pair. 


Send $1.00 for complete 1975 catalog. 


CIRCLE 
INDUSTRIES 





~ Dept. €. 17901 Arenth Avenue, Industry, California 91748, (213) 965-1622 


CYCLE 
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lost so far?” The kid hooked the tree. 
Murphy ducked, unsuccessfully. 

“Just one, and he got real upset about 
it. My cousin, he wants to win real bad 
because he’s going to reform school this 
coming Monday.” 

“Oh?” 

“Nah, I’m kidding. Say. can you make 
out this score they marked me down for 
last section?” 

“Looks like a three to me.” 

“Good. I thought it was a seven and 
I couldn't figure what the hell rd done 
to deserve a seven.” 

“The most you can get is a five.” 

“That’s true, but Lord knows you can 
mess up bad enough to deserve more.” 

He had a point there, and made a rea- 
sonably good ride after his cousin had 
cleaned out. Murphy signalled him for two 
points, but I thought he'd taken only one. 

“Are you sure about that two?” I asked 
a bit later. 

“Nah, he got one. But he wanted to dab 
on that log so badly that I went ahead 
and gave him the point for it.” 

The riders were finally on their last 
loop. Nine had been taking a heavy toll 
of all but the best. Laurie got ones all 
three times—she couldn’t keep her left foot 
off the bank of that ditch. Bottlenecks kept 
building up. so I didn’t have time to pay 
any attention to Murphy except to record 
the scores he flashed. Then I heard a 
Yamaha guy yelling like a maniac after 


JULY 1975 


he’d fallen down in the tight left by 
Murphy. 

“There was a tree here last time I was 
in this section,” he screamed. “Somebody 
took the damn tree down!” He kept raving 
and swearing he'd protest and I watched 
closely because this was something you 
hardly ever see—a trials rider intentionally 
making an ass of himself. You’d think he’d 
get enough of that by accident. 

“Murphy. did you pull that tree down?” 
I asked. 

“Me? Of course not. I’ve been eating 
it off and on all afternoon, so it must have 
sorta naturally disappeared.” 

“IT sees” 

The Experts and Masters riding together 
at the last was really spectacular. Those 
guys can make a trials bike do everything 
except spit nickels to pay for itself. Tro- 
phies were handed out by four o’clock. 
Laurie got tenth place Amateur, which 
didn’t win anything but is still good 
enough to mention. Me and Murphy? 
Well, the big scoresheet taped on the side 
of the Winnebago had our names on it, 
so we must’ve been there. 

Murphy’s lip started bleeding again. 
Laurie got it stopped and was putting 
some iodine on it, to prevent both infec- 
tion and Murphy’s running commentary 
on Madman Metralla’s personal habits, 
future prospects, and the legitimacy of 
his parentage. “Did you enjoy yourself, 
Barry?” she asked. 
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“T believe I did. At least I’m not 
wrapped around a pine tree ninety miles 
from nowhere and five hundred miles 
from home like ld be if this was an en- 
duro. You were right... trials is a civilized 
way to go about our business.” 

“There, Murph. That should fix you up. 
Now get your boots off and I'll see to those 
cuts on your legs. I really want to thank 
both of you for coming out. I miss you 
a lot. Barry, even though you are my 
brother and can’t ride worth beans. And 
I miss you, too, Murphy, even though you 
are Murphy. You'd be such a more enjoy- 
able person if you didn’t spend so much 
time being yourself.” 

“It’s always nice to see my only sister,” 
I said, “even though she has the tact of 
a brickbat.” 

“Yes. We'll have to get together without 
our bikes one of these days. And do come 
back and try trials again. All it takes is 
practice.” 

“I plan on doing that very thing.” I said. 
“How about you, Murphy?” 

Murphy gingerly touched at his puffy 
lips and grumbled through his fingers, “I 
think I’m gonna hit Madman Metralla on 
the head with this Bultaco so hard he'll 
wish he’d played dead when he saw me 
coming. 

Laurie chuckled as she emptied the 
remaining iodine into one of Murphy’s 
boots. “I only said trials was civilized. I 
never said it was civilizing.” © 
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KNOW YOUR BIKE 
inside and out 


Know how to tune it... to fix it... to rebuild 
it yourself. The TOTAL SERVICE MANUAL for 
your bike will show you how to do everything 
from a minor adjustment to a major overhaul. 


TOTAL SERVICE MANUALS are digests of of- 
ficial factory workshop manuals. Each one is care- 
fully rewritten for use by the do-it-yourself bike 
owner. Clear and easy to follow, yet complete and 
detailed enough even for professional use. You get 
all the important information plus hundreds of the 
best pictures, diagrams, and specification tables. 


TOTAL SERVICE MANUALS 


9840 AJS & MATCHLESS singles—57-66 
9841 AJS & MATCHLESS twins—55-65 


BMW all 500, 650, 750 models—55-73 
BRIDGESTONE inc 50, 60, 90 & 175 models .... 
BSA Bantam—all models from 1968 on 

BSA 250, 350, 500, 650 A, B, C models—to 68 . . 
BSA 650 unit twin models—all to 72 $6 
BULTACO, all 125-250cc models 

CZ—all 125, 250, 400cc models—69-74 

bee PENTON with Sachs 100, 125cc eng— 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 1-cyl—all models—47-72 ... 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 2-cyl—all models—55-72 ... 
HODAKA—90 & 100cc models—64-72 
HONDA 50-90cc all inc Mini & trail—63-71 
HONDA 1-cylinder—100-250cc—70-72 
HONDA 2 cylinder—125-360cc—64-74 
HONDA Scramblers—250 & 305cc—all years .. 
HONDA 2-cylinder—450cc—65-74 $6 
HONDA 4-cylinder—350-550cc—72-74 ; 
HONDA 4-cylinder—750cc—69-74 $ 
HONDA ENDURO—125, 250, Elsinore models ... 
HUSQVARNA—125-450cc—66-72 $6. 
KAWASAKI 1-cyl—all 90-350cc—66-74 
KAWASAKI 2-cyl—250 & 350cc—66-71 
KAWASAKI 3-cyl—350, 500, 750cc—69-74 
KAWASAKI 900 Z1—73-74 
LAMBRETTA motorscooter—all models—57-70. . 
MAICO—125-400cc—69-74 
MONTESSA—all 123-360cc—65-74 
MOTO GUZZI—V700, V750, V850—66-72 
NORTON 750, 850—all models—66-74 
OSSA 1-cylinder—all 125, 175, 250cc—71-72 ... 
SUZUKI 1-cylinder—50-400cc—64-74 
SUZUKI 2-cylinder—125-500cc—64-74 
SUZUKI 3-cylinder—380, 550, 750cc—71-74 ... 
TRIUMPH—all 500, 650, 750 models—63-74 ... 
3747 YAMAHA 1-cyl—all 50-73cc rotary valve—63-74. . 
3748 YAMAHA 1.cyl Enduro—90-360cc—68-74 
3787 YAMAHA 2-cylinder—90-350cc—65-74 
9775 YAMAHA 650 2-cylinder—65-74 
0720 YAMAHA TX750 








3741 MOTORCYCLE ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 
3742 MOTORCYCLE CARBURETORS 

3724 MOTORCYCLE ENGINEERING 

1039 MOTORCYCLE TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE 
0745 MOTORCYCLE REPAIR ENCYCLOPEDIA 


ADD 75¢ POSTAGE & HANDLING TO ALL ORDERS 
181 Glen Avenue 
CARBOOKS, INC. Sea Cliff, N.Y. 11579 
O 1 enclose full payment of e 


INDICATE BY NUMBER THE BOOKS YOU WANT 


aa ae a) 


PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NAME AND ADDRESS 














SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
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SUZUKI GT250 Continued from page 69 


error is doubly annoying because most 
riders hover at the 55-mph limit and many 
police start writing tickets at 56-58 mph. 
No one should be left guessing about his 
actual speed, wondering if an indicated 
66 mph is really 53 or 55 or 58. 

The GT 250M's power grows along a 
gently inclined plane; there’s not a Yama- 
ha-like surge anywhere in the powerband. 
Not only has the 250’s power curve been 
ironed out, it’s also been driven down. 
During Cycle’s last encounter with the 
GT 250 (February 1973) staffers discov- 
ered that Suzuki had an effective (but 
crude) way of limiting sound output: at 
“full throttle’ the carb slides still hung 
down six millimeters in the carburetor 
bores. The six-millimeter difference 
created a presto sound (and power) gov- 
ernor. You'll be happy to learn that Suzuki 
has long since abandoned that rude and 
unseemly trick; alas, more sophisticated 
means have been found to squeeze down 
the power. 

The 1973 bike produced 22.32 horse- 
power at 7500 rpm, exactly the point of 
maximum torque too, 15.63 pounds-feet. 
The 1975 version still makes maximum 
power at 7500 rpm, though the peak has 
been shaved to 20.14, for a loss of ten 
per cent in three years. The torque curve 
reaches only 14.88 pounds-feet at 7000 
rpm. Generally the 1975 horsepower 
curve looks very much like the 1972 chart, 
though the curves show the most diver- 
gence after 5500 rpm. From 6000 rpm 
upward, the 1975 version is never more 
than 95 per cent as strong as the earlier 
model. 

Once again quarter-mile dragstrip times 
verify this taper-down effect. The 1972 
Suzuki 250 clocked the quarter at 16.24 
seconds, hitting the traps at 79 mph. 
“Progress” has pulled the time back to 
16.53 seconds and driven the speed down 
to 77.05 mph. 

There is still good news of sorts. There 
are points (3000 rpm and 5000 rpm) at 
which there’s been no loss at all ora slight 
gain. The 5000-rpm slot is especially cru- 
cial since that corresponds to the cruising 
speed in sixth gear on the open highway. 
In a high-gear-only pass (using 5000 to 
5500 rpm) there would be no difference 
between 1972 and 1975 Suzuki 250s. 

Building a twenty-horsepower two- 
stroke twin doesn’t involve a lot of trick- 
ery—booster ports, reed valves and snak- 
ey passages can all be avoided. Very 
basic porting suffices in the Suzuki (in- 
take, exhaust and two transfers). Gener- 
ally three-port design is adequate assum- 
ing the manufacturer is dealing with small 
cylinder sizes and not looking for a lot 
of power. Blazing power doesn’t interest 
Suzuki; but tractability, economy, sim- 
plicity and silence do. The intake timing 
is fairly short duration and the transfers 
direct their charge sharply back across 
the pistons; these features lead to those 
power characteristics which Suzuki 
wanted in its 250 twin. 

There’s a final advantage to the three- 

(Continued on page 104) 


RACKS & BACK RESTS 


Designed specifically for 
HONDA 

BMW 

MOTO GUZZI 
KAWASAKI 
SUZUKI 
NORTON 


Racks 

feature full- 

frame mounting 

(no fender or 

license plate attach- 

ments); Aircraft Alumi- 

num construction; Heli-arc 

welding (not seen); Light- 

weight (4 lbs.); Triple-coated 

with protective coating; Will NOT 

rust...just wash to clean. Comes with Teak- 
wood inserts (shown) or sure-grip surface. 
BACK RESTS (high or low profile) complete 
your custom installation. Send $1.00 for 
Catalog. 


729 W. Anaheim 
Street 

Long Beach, 
Calif. 90813 
213/435-7929 





Put yours — 
on something 





A large-size 

“Fast Donkey” poster 

is now available in full-color. 

Also available, are Vinyl Stickers. 

Both from Powroll, manufacturers and 
distributors of high performance pro- 
ducts for Hondas & Kawasaki 4-strokes. 


For poster, sticker, catalog, or model 
information . . . See your local dealer. 
Or send a $1.50 for catalog to: 


POWROLL PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS. INC. 
CETE E E TESS 
P.O. Box 1206 A6 e Bend, Oregon 97701 
CYCLE 


THE DUCATI REPUTATION 


Reliability - Handling - Power 


THE FANTASTIC, NEW DUCATI 860 
See it now at your nearest Ducati Dealer 





Ducati—winner of the first Daytona 
750 Production Championship—March 7, 
1975; Daytona International Speedway. 


BERLINER MOTOR CORP. 


RAILROAD STREET & PLANT ROAD, HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY 07604 
SOLE U.S. DISTRIBUTORS 
A BERLINER GROUP MEMBER: DUCATI/MOTO GUZZI/PREMIER MOTORCYCLES & METZLER TIRES 
CIRCLE NO. 34 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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SHOE 
CoM 


PANY 





M NOT SMART be- 
cause I’m the boss. I’m the 
boss because I’m smart. 

And in my business, 
you're smart if you're hon- 
est. Thats my main motto, 
and that’s why my mechan- 
ics, Bob and Larry, they get 
a fair shake for a fair day's 
work. And my customers, 
they get good service at a 
fair price. “It’s always a fair 
day at Ted’s” is one of my 
other mottos. 

So when that slickeroo 
shoe salesman attacked my 
integrity, he hit me where I 
live. He said I’m not loyal to 
my own business. Because | 
tide a motorcycle. Then he 
asked me what people would 
think if he tried peddling 
shoes in his bare feet. I told 
him maybe he’s gotta wear 
shoes to sell ‘em, but I don’t 
have to drive cars to fix ’em. 

He wasn’t convinced, not 
at all. So I dropped the 
whole matter, even though I 
could have told him a lot 
about my KZ-400D. Like it’s 
the bike Kawasaki makes 
for commuters. And it’s a 4 
stroke, 400cc, with an electric 
starter, front disc brake, 
and more fun than any car I 
ever drove. 

So riding my bike is just 
part of bein’ smart. Besides 
I work hard enough runnin’ 
this place, why shouldn’t I 
have a good time gettin’ 
here? 

But let me tell you the 
trouble with a guy like that. 

“It takes too much convincin’ 
to tell him what he’s missin.” 


Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


Good times include riding safely. We recom- 
mend wearing a helmet and eye protection, 
keeping lights on and checking local laws 
before you ride. See Yellow Pages for near- 
est Kawasaki dealer. Member Motorcycle 
Industry Council. 
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Two great ways to express yourself, on the trail or on 
the street. Both from Harley-Davidson. 


The SX-175. And the all-new SX-250. 
‘ _ Both are engineered and built to take on any challenge. . . 


~ and comé out ahead. They feature tough-as-hell _ 
_ competition-type front forks. And maximum starting reliability 


‘with a solid state, breakerless, CDI ignition system. 
Plus quick-detach ISDT rear hub. Tach and speedometer 


a with odometer resettable in either direction. 


; 


For a 24”x36” poster of this advertisement (without copy), send 
$1.50 to: Poster #751-LW, Box 11407, Shorewood, WI 53211 
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‘And they incorporate- a primary kick.start..Kick it over 
in-any gear. A time and temper saver! ee 
Both motorcycles have an independent ignition system that 
lets you remove battery and lights to reduce weight for 
competitive riding. 5 


Harley-Davidson’ believes in safety first. 
Before you start out— put on your lights; 


For durability, both SX-175.and°SX-250 have an integral your helmet—and watch out for the‘other guy: 


oil reservoir within the frame. No separate tank: 
Two great motorcycles. Take your pick: And you'll be 
prepared'for any duel under the sun: $ 









- Harley-Davidson 
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Eliminator I]: 


America’s greatest fairing value! 


Includes windshield, headlamp, side- 
lamps, reflective striping, storage com- 
partment covers, 3 X 18 inch instrument 
panel, and mounting hardware---all for 
just $209.50 . 


Available for most big bikes. See it at 
your dealer or write for details. Send 
just one dollar for complete new catalog 
of commuting and touring accessories. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


Calafia Industries, Inc. 
1015 East Elm Avenue 。 


Fullerton, California 92631 





A Charge 
For All Weathers 


Half a century of battery manufacturing gives 
Yuasa the edge. You'll find Yuasa standard 
equipment on most name bikes—powerful, 
dependable, and built to stay that way 
whatever the action or weather. Yours 

for power on hand—Yuasa. 


YUASA BATTERY (AMERICA), INC. 


8108 South Freestone Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 Tel. 213 698-2275 
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ic CAREER WITHOUT COLLEGE? YES! 


Become a Motorcycle Mechanic! 


Approved for Veterans Training — YOU'RE NEEDED NOW! 


AMERICAN aie INSTITUTE 


American Motorcycle 
Council Association 


Motorcycle Industry 


~ i ars i 
S A ENGINE LAB agi 
102 


1445 Skytrooper Road, Daytona Beach, Florida 32015 


Call FREE 1-800-874-0645 
Fla. Residents Call Collect 904/255-0295 


FOR FREE INFORMATION: 75-8-10 


Name :一 
Street :一 一 
City: State: Zip: 

Phone: ( )—___--Age::___ Veteran: 一 一 








YAMAHA XS500 Continued from page 85 


tons in an up-down frenzy before the 
engine really comes to life, and then 
you’ve got quite a decent power band but 
one located unusually high on the rpm 
scale. The power peak is at 8000 rpm, 
and the engine pulls fairly strongly from 
6000 to 9000 rpm. It doesn’t pull as strong- 
ly in XS500B guise as it did when carry- 
ing the designation TX500, the present 
drag-strip figures being 14.597 seconds 
and 89.73 mph compared with 13.816 
seconds and 95.03 mph back in 1973, 
which is curious because the twin has 
gained only two pounds in full-tank, curb- 
side weight in the two years. 

What the XS500B does best is tear 
along winding roads, and Interstate-style 
cruising. Those things may seem contra- 
dictory, but for Yamaha’s 500 twin they’re 
really not. The bike’s ride would be better 
if its rear suspension units had softer 
springs and stronger damping (which is 
the reverse of what it has) and the seat 
shape gives the feeling of being ridden 
out of town on a well-padded rail; those 
shortcomings notwithstanding, the Ya- 
maha is a pretty good tourer. At the 5000 
rpm you'll need to keep pace with 
speed-limit-stretching traffic out on the 
open road, the balancer has engine vi- 
bration so well in hand that there isn’t 
even any blurring of the view in the mir- 
rors, and when you're just humming along 
you can forget—if only temporarily—the 
lack of mid-range punch. Then, too, with 
the pegs being so close together it’s easy 
to keep your knees in against the narrow 
fuel tank, and what with the bars being 
just right, it’s a nice ride. 

Winding roads are a pleasure because 
the XS500B really does handle exceed- 
ingly well. The bike wears a lot of rubber 
for its weight, the frame and suspension 
elements are strong enough to hold its 
knee-bone and ankle-bone firmly con- 
nected, and the slightly off-beat steering 
geometry seems to work very well with 
the machine's fore/aft balance. If your 
riding style involves plenty of squirt-stop, 
squirt-stop, your left foot will stay so busy 
people may think you're pedalling a bicy- 
cle, because the XS500B doesn’t squirt 
worth a hoot unless you use the transmis- 
sion to maintain engine speed. On the 
other hand, you only really need acceler- 
ation to the extent that it is necessary to 
slow for turns, and if the Yamaha gives 
away some speed on the straights it gets 
most of it back with cornering ability. The 
bike’s super-stick tires and remarkably 
narrow head-on silhouette (nothing sticks 
out to drag when it’s heeled over) com- 
bine with a high degree of cornering- 
stance stability to make it a genuine 
mountain-road weapon. Somehow, in that 
kind of riding, it feels like a lightweight 
despite its 458 pounds. All that mass has 
a bad effect on the Yamaha’s acceler- 
ation, and loads its brakes to the point 
of perceptible fade when they’re used 
often and hard, but it doesn’t hurt the 
handling—which could be improved only 
with better rear shocks. The existing 
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stiff-spring/limp-damper arrangement 
creates a bit too much bounding around 
at the bike’s tail to be either comfortable 
or entirely confidence-inspiring. 

In the category of details there are 
aspects of the XS500B you'll love, and 
others you won't. The spark plugs stand 
right straight up from the middle of each 
cylinder, and while that centered location 
is especially good for combustion it does 
put the plugs right under the low-slung 
tank—and changing them isn’t a job for 
the average socket and ratchet handle. 
Anyone with good sense will love the oil 
filter, which is a miniaturized automo- 
tive-type screw-on cannister that is lo- 
cated against the side of the transmission 
case, under the drive sprocket cover. 
Most people will be irritated by the utter 
lack of storage space under the locking 
seat, though they may appreciate the 
pivoted hasp for helmet D-rings that locks 
with the seat. Everyone who’s ever 
worked on motorcycles held together with 
phillips-head screws will like the allen- 
head beauties used almost exclusively on 
the XS500B. Everyone who has had to 
probe around with a screwdriver trying 
to adjust multiple carburetors for idle will 
be pleased to know that one easily- 
reached knob handles that setting on the 
Yamaha. The bike’s overall finish is some- 
thing we can all like, as all the fits, pol- 
ishing and plating have been done very 
neatly, but while the tank striping is a nice 
piece of design work it has been done 
with rather tacky decals, and over a paint 
that may best be described as a brown 
worthy of Browne. Finally, all those not 
strong enough to hold the Yamaha ex- 
tended at arm’s length will learn to loathe 
the grab handle they’re expected to use 
in hauling the bike up on its center stand. 
The grab handle is located so far back 
along the side of the seat as to be useless 
in its intended purpose. 

In all, the Yamaha XS500B is a package 
made up of numerous small to middling 
strengths, encumbered by fewer but 
larger weaknesses. It is smooth, and it 
does handle. Yamah’s twin also is mildly 
overweight, and if its power band is broad 
and sufficiently substantial for most pur- 
poses it also begins too high on the rpm 
scale to be convenient. It is remarkably 
compact for a 500, and experience will 
tell you that’s a virtue not to be scorned. 
The machine is blighted by its hair-trigger 
carburetors (Keihin’s CVs have imparted 
equally unlovely low-speed manners to 
many another Japanese-made motorcy- 
cle) and by all the lost motion in its drive 
system. Otherwise, if we forswear invid- 
ious comparisons with the Honda 
CB550, Yamaha’s XS500B comes near 
一 but only near—being a persuasive 


argument for the design concept it repre- ` 


sents. With less abrupt throttle response, 
a tighter transmission, and an added dol- 


spirit of america sidecars, 





New Rotational Molded 
AMERICAN SPIRIT 


America’s Favorite 
Fiberglass EAGLE 


copied 
but never 
duplicated 


Sidecars from Spirit of America are the most copied in the history of motorcycling. 
Why? Simple, Spirit of America sidecars are the finest example of styling and 
craftsmanship found anywhere. With 7 years of experience in the sidecar field, 
Spirit of America has the largest plant of its type in the world. Spirit of America 
uses only the finest materials. Spirit of America hand sculptures each sidecar in 
the old American tradition of pride and craftsmanship. The result — the finest 
quality in the market today! Don’t be fooled by an unproven, unsafe, poor imitation 
of the original Spirit of America sidecar; after all, it’s your hard-earned cash, the 
motorcycle you pride, and the family you love that’s at stake. 


When you think of quality sidecars, stick with the leader — Spirit of America is 
the largest for a reason. 


SPIRIT OF AMERICA, INC. + 580 West 184th Street - Los Angeles, CA 90248 
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CYCLE WEAR 


This is just a sampling of the new ALL OUT line for 1975, created 
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gear to touring gear to cold weather riding suits, all available in 
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lop of displacement to give it low-end 
punch equal to its own weight, the bike 
could be a real winner. As it now stands, 
its less attractive traits mock the XS500B 











SUCKLES 


ONLY $4.95 EACH 
Very Detailed Buckles Handcast in Solid Heavy 
Metal. Available in either Silver Pewter finish 
or Antique Brass finish. Please specify which 
finish you prefer. 



















































Top Quality Leather Belts. 
Available in Brown, Black, 
Hand- stained, or Blue Denim. 
Please specify your waist size. 
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SUZUKI GT250 Continued from page 96 


port design. Compared to more complex 
cylinder layouts, it’s inexpensive to pro- 
duce. By today’s standards, the $995 GT 
250M begins to sound like a bargain—a 
tribute to the economy of continued de- 
velopment. 

With the 500cc Titan twin, the 250 
roadster is the longest surviving bike in 
Suzuki’s street line-up. True, the body- 
work has changed, RAS debuted in 1973 
and other refinements have been added. 
Yet the current 250 Suzuki twin has had 
a long six-year production life in its fun- 
damental configuration. Certainly the GT 
250M isn’t “all-new,” but the world prob- 
ably isn’t waiting breathlessly for a pricey 
all-new 250 roadster. 

The GT 250M is a lot of things: solid, 
unexciting, inoffensive, dependable, 
bland and idiot-proof. Those qualities also 
describe the Honda CB-360T, CB-500T 
and Kawasaki’s KZ-400. These bikes all 
lack strong characters and suffer identity 
crises. Why? Because engines really de- 
fine most motorcycles, and without ex- 
ception charismatic bikes have engines 
which excite enthusiasts. But motorcycles 
like the GT 250M don’t have those sorts 
of engines. They have power modules 
which could just as well be black boxes 
that turn gears with an intricate system 
of rubber bands. Traditionally the best 
black-box power units have been four- 
strokes. Suzuki has demonstrated that 
two-strokes can serve just as well. © 


Our 1975 all-new mail order catalog is 
the most complete catalog of parts, ac- 
cessories, performance equipment, tools 
and clothing for custom, street, com- 
petition and dirt bikes. The 1975 mo- 
torcyclist’s catalog is just the very best 
mail order catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
@eeeeeeeeegeeg@eeg@g@@ 
Please enclose 50¢ for postage and 


handling. For APO, FPO and foreign 
countries include $1.50 


Zip __, 
515 N. Victory Blvd.. 
Burbank, Calif. 91502 


ER (213)849-7295 


State 


utes 



























CAFE RACERS! 


| RACER Í REAR SET KITS 


Allows rider lower tuck-in profile behind 

your RACER 1 Fairing for wind cheating 

Performance. Precision machined for quick- 

easy installation. For all popular machines. 

Specify model when ordering $75.00 per set 
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KERKER POWER 
For your HONDA FOUR 
or KAWASAKI 900 


The Ultimate Four-into-one 
Superbike Exhaust System! 
Up to 20% more power 

3-5 mpg better mileage 
Save up to 20 pounds 

Deep, mellow sound 
Maximum road clearance 
Modern, upswept styling 


Available for HONDA 750, 550, 500 
and KAWASAKI 900. Prices: Chrome 
$160/Black $140. T-shirt $5.00. See 
your dealer or order from: 
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“TRICKIT? 


MAKES FORKS PERFORM 


FROM THE 
SUSPENSION 
EXPERTS 


Some motocross and 
enduro bikes are superb 
in every respect but one: 
suspension. The new 
TRICKIT Fork Improver 
Kit remedies that. 
TRICKIT is an inexpen- 
sive, easy-to-install kit 
that makes Yamaha, 
Suzuki, or Kawasaki 
forks perform as good— 
or better than—any in the 
world. TRICKIT’S unique 
(patent applied for) valve 
design assures that 
precisely the correct 
amount of oil is trans- 
ferred—exactly as 
needed. The result: a 
softer, better, more con- 
trolled ride, better 
handling, less shock to 
the handlebars, and 
greater safety. 


Easy installation and 
precise instructions, too. 


TRICKIT® Fork Im- 
prover Kits for Yamaha, 
Kawasaki* and Suzuki 
100 cc. to 900 cc. 
Models (aluminum fork 
sliders only) ... . $9.95 





(ep “Kawasaki KX 250 
(T974) pig wes 2-0 $14.95 
CZ 125, 250 and 400 
CC $9.95 


NEW Pressure seal kit 
for Koni Shock Ab- 
sorbers ....... $14.95 


State make, model and 
year when ordering. 


Plus 50¢ handling charge. 
California residents add 
6% sales tax. 
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COIL TEST Continued from page 48 


an over-widened spark gap but when it 
begins firing heavily between its own ter- 
minals. We tried gobbing silicon grease 
around the spark lead boot and the side 
terminals, and with the spark gap pulled 
out to the distances shown on our chart 
it would cross-fire furiously. Any coil that 
strong will fire plugs even if the electrodes 
are half-gone from erosion and their in- 
sulators ankle-deep in accumulated de- 
posits. A pair of them make for an ignition 
system for any twin that will out-trick the 
average magic-box wonder, and at a total 
price of $15.82. They’ll save the typical 
Ducati owner that much every month just 
in the spark plugs he doesn’t replace. 

If the results of our testing, and experi- 
menting, had been less dramatic, the 
motorcycle industry’s techo-mavens 
could argue with the results. Our test 
equipment was, after all, not terribly so- 
phisticated, and we cannot state with 
certainty that one kind of motorcycle coil 
is clearly better than another. The point 
is, our testing has shown that no motor- 
cycle coil is appreciably better than the 
really dismal average, that none is in the 
same league with American automotive 
coils, and that improvement is needed. 
Maybe we can find K-Mart’s supplier and 
get those people to make coils for motor- 
cycles; the motorcycle industry surely 
isn’t doing much in terms of ignition sys- 
tems an honest man could talk about 


without blushing. © 





BUY FACTORY: DIRECT..... 
from world’s leading manufacturer 
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Wholesale low, low prices 

Artistic color combinations 

Rush “PDQ” service 

Distinctive designs 

Satistaction guaranteed 
Write for free catalog 


Trophyland Us] inc. 


DEPT. C. 7001 W. 20TH AVE. P.O. BOX 4606, HIALEAH, FLA. 33014 
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Solid Brass Harley-Davidson buckle 
$10 plus $1.00 handling and postage 
Send check or money order (no COD’s) 
to: Creative Castings 

P.O. Box 7 

Unionville, IN 47468 
Indiana Residents add 4% sales tax. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 
















Some people buy Hooker 
systems for their great looks. 
That’s a mistake. They should 
buy imita- 

tions that M 

look like 

Hooker but 

cost less. The 

only reason 

you should 

choose a 

Hooker 

system is 

performance 

... the most useable performance 


possible. 


The performance can’t be 


copied. It 

, takes expert 
' engineers to 
design high 
performance 
exhaust 


systems and 
Hooker has 
the best in 
the business 
and has had 
for years. 


Hooker's 

winning 

streak has 

lasted over 

a decade. 

‘Cause 

Hooker 

makes horse- il 
power . . . more horsepower 
than any other system. 


Send Hooker $1.25 and they'll send you information on all 
their products including automotive headers, auxiliary gas 
tanks, air filters and the super fiberglass spoilers & fender 
flares for vans and mini pickups. Write Hooker at 1032 West 
Brooks Street, Ontario, California 91762. 
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HONDA MR175 Continued from page 63 


tough-looking crank with large pork-chop 
flywheels presses together around roller 
bearings in the one-piece rod. 

An oil injection system is not fitted to 
the MR-175 for several reasons: weight 
reduction totals 6 pounds; suggested re- 
tail price drops by $30.00; the area nor- 
mally occupied by the oil tank can be used 


THE INEXPENSIVE WAY TO 
REPAIR/REPLACE YOUR 
EXHAUST SYSTEM. 

BY USING A PAIR OF M/C 
ENTERPRISES 2 INTO 1 
COLLECTORS, YOU CAN CUT 
YOUR OLD MUFFLERS OFF, 
SLIP THE COLLECTOR OVER THE HEAD PIPES AND USE ANY MUFFLER YOU WANT GREAT 
FOR SADDLEBAG CLEARANCE, THE SINGLE END IS FOR 134’’ MUFFLER CONNECTOR, for a better air box; oil injection is primarily 
SO JUST ABOUT ANY MOTORCYCLE MUFFLER WILL FIT. POLISHED AND TRIPLE CHROMED 3 本 Ge convenience: overall machine 
WITH INSTRUCTIONS, THESE UNITS ARE $19.95 SUGGESTED RETAIL. SEPARATE MODELS simplicity is enhanced; and it’s one less 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR HONDA 350 FOUR, 500, 550, 750 AND THE KAWASAKI Z-1. mechanical item to malfunction. Most trail 
AVAILABLE AT BETTER DEALERS OR: riders will consider the omission an ex- 


R 
M I Cc E N T E R P R | S E S ; c cellent move by Honda. Recommended 





premix ratio is 20:1. 

Air enters the plenum chamber under 
the seat through a rubber snorkel posi- 
tioned so mud and water are practically 
inaccessible. An oiled-foam element traps 
dust before air reaches the Mikuni . . . 
er... Keihin carburetor. Almost identical 
designs fool everyone at first glance. 
Cycle experienced easy starting and ex- 
cellent carburetion in all altitudes from 
sea level to 6000 feet with the stock 118 
main jet. That’s good because jet swap- 


fight birth defects 
Give MARCH OF DIMES 


e Exhaust gases snake through a muf- 
ROE fled pipe fitted with a built-in spark ar- 
@ rester. Federal Standards allow louder 


RH aR re a ae er RT exhausts on dirt bikes so less weight and 
向 better efficiency in the MR’s pipe is an- 
Qa other advantage of not being street legal. 
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Attach old label where indicated and \ nome please print The arrangement of two springs holding 
print new address in space provided. Also 1... 人 the header pipe to an exhaust flange is 


include your mailing label whenever you 
write concerning your subscription. It 
helps us serve you promptly. 

Write ito: P.0, ‘Box 2776, Boulden CO LE Et S 
80302, giving the following information: 


city 


junction spreads goo over an otherwise 
spotless engine. 

If the engine has a weak link anywhere, 
it’s in the gearbox. Cycle’s testbike began 
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a Seren a address We ee i missing downshifts by slipping into a false 

c Enter new subscription. ae neutral after 250 miles. Honda attributes 

1 year $7.98 = = a the problem to the fact that a spill on the 
Payment enclosed (1 extra BONUS issue) <-> — Pp code left side can bend the shift lever so it 
O Bill me later Add’! postage per year: Add $1 for Canada; begins bumping the cases on the up- 
$2 for all other countries outside the U.S. 2Y775 throw. This in turn prevents full engage- 

ment of gears during upshifting because 

PAINT YOUR WHEELS DUNSTALL GOODIES the shifter’s arc is not complete. Thus the 
Zh Partai SAL lieben NORTON—HONDA gears are not in the proper position for 

SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG i Ai KAWASAKT YARAT a correct downshifting and can also easily 

， 1 -inclusive catalog of hundreds become disengaged, although this never 

ee Rati Eo ek oes | chopper, touring & repair parts—$1. happened to i, Our shifter did prove to 

WE KNOW HOW AND ARE HAPPY TO TELL YOU - CHARIOT CYCLE LTD. be bent, as evidenced by a groove cut 
COMPLETE STOCK 1 Box 3534, Station “B” in the cases, but we have not ridden the 


FORMERLY CHAIKIN S PAINT MART Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2W 3R4 





bike since Honda repositioned the lever 
to see if the problem is solved. We know 
of two other MR-175s with shifting dif- 
ficulties, one which proved to have a bent 
shifter and one which did not. So there 
is a possibility that something may be 
wrong inside all MR-175 transmissions. 
If so, you can bet Honda will fix it immedi- 
ately. If not, be prepared to check your 
shifter every time you fall off. 

Good handling contributes to the bike’s 
excellence more than any other single 
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AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
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SEND THIS COUPON FOR FREE BROCHURE NOW! 





106 


= 


factor. Accurate geometry teams with 
supple suspension and low overall weight 
provide an ability to cover twisty or rough 
terrain at much faster speeds than a 
dual-purpose enduro. The mild-steel 
frame is built specifically for the MR and 
gains great stability from lots of rake and 
trail 一 31 degrees and 5.7 inches. These 
figures imply that steering should be 
slow, but a short 53%-inch wheelbase 
offsets some of the geometry's effect and 
makes steering just right. Soft-compound 
Bridgestone Motocross tires stick like a 
knife and contribute greatly to precise 
steering, but people riding in cactus 
country will probably want rubber with a 
couple of extra plys. 

CR-125 MX forks with special spring 
rates and damping are stiffish at first, but 
a few miles and 20-less ccs of oil than 
the recommended 160cc softens their 
action and frees up the last couple inches 
of travel. Bottoming only occurs on bumps 
with serious endo potential. In back CR 
shocks straight off the motocrossers 
complementthe forks beautifully with their 
two-rate springs, aluminum bodies and 
finned oil reservoirs. This is one of the 
few occasions when a company’s top- 
of-the-line motocross damper comes as 
stock equipment on an enduro bike. 

CR wheels with tiny alloy hubs and 
aluminum rims keep unsprung weight to 
a minimum—another reason the MR swal- 
lows bumps with a shrug. The spokes look 
like they ought to be a thicker gauge, but 
the ones on our test bike didn’t loosen 
or bend in two enduros. Really good 
braking comes from tiny shoes which 
don’t fade or grab. The small amounts 
of water we encountered seemingly never 
penetrated the hubs, for stopping power 
remained unaffected. Hop and clatter 
plague the rear bree on rough ground 
because it is not fully floating. 

When you buy a dual-purpose enduro 
bike, there’s always lots to do—change 
the tires, unbolt trivial paraphernalia, at- 
tach a bigger gas tank, etc.—all of which 
takes time and money. Turning a moto- 
crosser into an enduro bike is even more 
of a nightmare. To make the MR-175 
dirt-ready you fill the gas tank. It comes 
stock with all the good stuff—like a 3- 
gallon tank that will take you 90 miles; 
spring-loaded serrated-steel folding pegs; 
a heavy-duty drive chain with extra thick 
link plates; rim locks on both wheels; a 
tool kit; a kill switch; a fuel filter; a spark 
arrester; a front wheel drive speedometer 
with trip mileage resettable both ways by 
10ths, etc. You might want to fita Preston 
Petty skid plate if you intend to ride in 
rocks, but that’s about all. 

Any average rider will love an MR-175, 
even if he’s used to dual-purpose 250s. 
Expert riders will still stick with their Can- 
Ams and Pentons (if they have the 
money), or they may want to wait for the 
MR-250, which is due later this summer. 
If your riding habits require a license plate 
on your dirt bike, try to change them so 
you can buy an MR-175. Cars work better 
on the street anyway. And only a couple 
of bikes you can license work better on 
the dirt. 
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Kawasaki Honda Glas-pak 
Z-1 900 全 Cross-over 
Cross-over “ “Drag” Pipes 
“Drag” Pipes CB750 

CB500 

CB550 

CB400F 

CB350F 


$69.30 





TOMBSTONE CYCLE 


820 Kiidonan Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
R2K-2E9, Canada 


Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 
Background music and sound effects! 
Special Interest Records available 
exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 

Send for your free Record Catalog — 
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., Dept. cy 775 
One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 


FREE! 
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SAVE BÝBOING YOUR OWN — make money cus- 
tomizing for others. Learn how professionals 
create wild designs . . . flames, murals, etc. Plus, 
how to install portholes, scoops, techniques of 
interior carpeting, upholstery, etc. Tools in- 
cluded. Rush name, address, zip, state age. 

No salesman will call. “Careers Through Home 


—— Study” 
CUSTOMIZING CENTER 4401 Birch St.. Dept. EAo65, Newport Beach, CA 92663 


BY MAIL WITH 
STEPHEN ALLEN CO. 


FAST SERVICE 
FULL COLOR 
HIGH QUALITY 
RETAIL ONLY 


Kawasaki, Honda, 
Yamaha, Suzuki, 
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B of A and Master Charge 
$2.50 DISCOUNT on first order 
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STEPHEN ALLEN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 5129, San Jose, CA 95150 
A Completely Independent Company 











AND SOX. 50 BUCKS 


A special introductory offer to get you into 
Wheels of Man... thick, tough MX Rooster Tail 


pants, 


the cool VentShurt and matching MX 


socks ... get it all for $50. MX Rooster Tails are 
the pants you've heard about — double seat, 
double stitching plus they breathe in hot com- 
petition. The VentShurt is the quality vented MX 
shirt... 100% nylon which really stretches. The 
sox are those famous breathing Wheels of Man 
cycle sox. It's a big package... a big value to 
get you started on the right track. 

Wheels of Man, Box 12, New Berlin, Wis. 53151 
(Indicate color — also pants size and shirt size 
below. Sox are “fit all” stretch style.) 





























Green — VentShurt, 


Red, White and Blue—VentShurt, white body 
and red sleeves; MX Rooster Tails, blue with 
red and white trim and belt; Socks, red. 
Yellow —VentShurt, yellow sleeves and black 
body; MX Rooster Tails, yellow with black 
and white stripes and belt; Socks, yellow. 
green body and white 
sleeves; MX Rooster Tails, green with white 
and black stripes and belt; Socks, white. 


Red and Yellow — Ventshurt, red body and 


yellow sleeves; MX Rooster Tails, red with 
yellow and black stripes; Socks, yellow. 


PANTS 
SIZE: 


SHIRT 
SIZE: 
Name 
Address 


ORY) secs wines sb coe 


口 
































S (waist 28 to 30) [C 


L (36 to 38) 
XS (30-32) 


M (32 to 34) 
XL (40 to 42) 
CL) L (42-44) 

















CL) XL (46-48) 


State 


ETET AID gorii 


Send $50 (check or money order. No. CODs). 
We pay freight. Wisconsin residents add 4%. 
GET THE WHOLE STORY of Wheels of Man 
quality in "75 catalog sent free with your order. 
Or send $1 — refunded on first order. 


Products sold 
direct to 


cyclists and 


through 


Wheels of Man 


dealers. 


GET IT ON! 


CIRCLE NO. 60 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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NON-DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL 
RATE: For firms or individuals offering commer- 
cial products or services. $1.60 per word (includ- 
ing name and address). Minimum order $24.00. 
Payment must accompany copy except when ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. 
Frequency discount: 5% for 6 months; 10% for 12 
months paid in advance. READER RATE: For 
individuals with a personal item to buy or sell 
$1.00 per word (including name and address). NO 
MINIMUM! Payment must accompany copy. 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: One inch by one column, 
$85.00; Two inches by one column, $170.00; Three 
inches by one column, $255.00. Column width 2- 
1/4". Advertiser to supply film positives. Please 
write or phone for frequency rates. 


GENERAL INFORMATION: First word in all non-display classified ads set in bold caps at no extra charge. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All 
advertisers using Post Office Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad can be run. Closing 


Date: 3rd of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for exam 


One Park Avenue, New York 10016, Attention: Hal Cymes. 





FOR SALE 





NORTON 


NORTON, TRIUMPH, BMW & M V AGUSTA—Europe’s 
best motorcycles—at specially low prices from Europe's 
best dealer—Gus Kuhn's. Write for full information now! 
GUS KUHN MOTORS LTD., 275-277 Clapham Road, 
London SW9 9BJ, England. Tel: 01-733 1002. 


YAMAHA _ 


YAMAHA Drag Bike. '73 350 road race Vesco prepared en- 
gine. Seely frame. Spares, fairing. $950. Reply (617) 775- 
9340. 














MISCELLANEOUS 


SEND $1.00 for catalog. Parts and accessories. Suzuki, 
Triumph, BMW, BSA. Spa City Cycle Center, 71-4 Church 
Street, Saratoga Springs, New York 12866. Call (518) 584- 
4778. SPECIAL: $2.99 for BMW, Honda oil filters. 








ACCESSORIES 





Camping and Touring Gear 
for Bike Riders. > 
Zz 


z 
Tents, Sleeping Bags, z 
Stoves, Cooksets, ‘ 


Tools, Apparel, Books, &) Cx 
$ FY 


Ş 


Bike Accessories TO 





PLus... ROAD SYSTEMS 


BIG NEW CATALOG — 25¢ 


Lz crtat ourooors 


420G South Fairview, Goleta, CA 93017 





SELF-CANCELLING TURN SIGNAL FLASHER. Replaces 
the plug-in flasher on Honda 4, BMW, other 12V. All elec- 
tronic flasher stops after 30 seconds. Guaranteed. $24.95 
postpaid. Theta Labs, 10911 Dennis Rd. No. 405, Dallas, TX 
75229. 


QUALITY QUARTER FAIRINGS, $60.00. Brochure 25 cents. 
Fairings Ltd., 1229 Bullock St., Covington, KY 41011. 












GEARSHIFT POSITION INDICATOR 
Made in USA by: I.C.M.I. 


A 





4 
SUZUKI 1968 up—TS250, 400. 1500, G1550. GT750 


1250, 350, GT380 5 anc 6 speed 


YAMAHA 1970 up—250 350 twin cylinder 5 and 6 spd 
SIMPLE, COMPLETE INSTRUCTION KIT 

ANY ADULT CAN INSTALL THE KIT IN AN HOUR. 

1 Mount indicator panel on handle bar bolts 

> Paute cable to gear box 

3 Repace neutrai switch with 5-6 contact switch 


4 Connect new switch and power 
ALL QUICK REPLACEMENTS! NO CUT, FILE, etc 


BRIGHTLY DISPLAYED (L.E.D.’s) NIGHT - DAY 
FULL WARRANTY—Defects / Workmanship 


INDUCTIVE COMPONENTS MFG., INC. 
P.O. Box 133 Batavia, OH 45103 


LOW PRICE 5 spd: $15.95 6 spd $16.95 
*Some dealerships still open. Inquire today! 





















ple, March issue closes January 3rd). Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, CYCLE, 














gi 

TW S s 
THROTTLE HELPER 
Counteracts throttle spring tension. 

Ends forearm fatigue safely. 
Mounts easily inside most 
7/8" handlebars. 1 


Money back £ 
guarantee. 















$8.95 PPD. 
Info on request. 
Dealers inquire. 
Give make & model cycle. 
CMB MFG. CO. DEPT. A 
BOX 57, TEMPE, AZ. 85281 


US. Pat. 
3752006 








$39.95 Ca. res. add 6% 
Money Order, Certified Check or COD 


OIL GAUGE 


For all Norton Commandos 
Precision-built Stewart-Warner gauge 
with easy bclt-on kit. 
DO IT ENGINEERING 
1135 Barclay, Unit H 
Orange. CA 92667 







Send $1 for 
CATALOG 








APPAREL 





FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 
pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear. 
World's lowest prices. Immediate delivery. Catalog 25 
cents. Herm's Leathertogs, Dept. C., 701 Northampton St., 
Easton, Pa. 18042. 


BUG COLLECTORS "**8888*8###sseseccsecsesscsscsssces 





STOP plucking bugs from your eye- 
balls!! These cycle riders’ sunglasses 
give full coverage, and come with cable 
earpieces so they can’t fall off. Adjust- 
able triple-braced metal frames, impact- 
resistant optical glass lens fn choice of 
yellow, green, or grey. Carrying case included. Fast Delivery. If not 
satisfied, return within 30 days for full refund. Send $5.95 for 1, 
$9.95 for 2, or $13.95 for 3 pairs. Postpaid. For Air-Mail add .50 per 
pair. Foreign orders add .80 per pair. 


HIDALGO SUPPLY CO., Dept. C 
aea 11505 Chimney Rock Rd., Houston, Texas 77035 uae 





| 


NEW! Send 50c incoins for 

COLOR PHOTO CATALOG 

of Road Leathers — Contour 
cut to fit! SHIRTS, JEANS, 
JACKETS, CHAPS, 
Studded Belts, Wristbands, 
PARR LEATHER SADDLEBAGS. 
OF ARIZONA Dept. 14 
3903 N. 16 St. Phoenix, Arizona 85016 
phone orders 602-266-4861 









DAY/NIGHT riding glasses. Strong. won't blow off. Wear 
over glasses. Green/Clear. $3.00 ea., 2 for $5.00 Postpaid. 
(Ohio residents add sales tax). J. W. Enterprise, P.O. Box 
645, Massillon, OH 44646. 





WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
P.O. Box 5023 « Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 


MAKE $2500 per month from your own home. Write: F. C. 
Tumilty, Box 413, Dept. C, Greensburg, Ind. 47240. 





CYCLE INSURANCE 





CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS, lowest rates. ‘Motorcycle 
Insurance”, Box 92867, Los Angeles, Calif. 90009. 

LOW RATES. Coverage available in most States. Write for 
application. Motorcycle Underwriters, 466-C Main St., Glen 
Ellyn, Ill. 60137. 


OHIO CYCLISTS ONLY. Insurance our specialty for 30 
years. Adam Agency, 3035 W Broad, Columbus 43204. 











CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 





SURVIVAL/GUERILLA/MILITARY—Books/Manuals. Cata- 
log 50 cents. "Survival" Food Storage List 50 cents. Rush 
to: KEN HALE, (BFC-50), McDonald, Ohio 44437. 





Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 


rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O. Box 678, Dept. E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 








CYCLE SERVICES 





CUSTOM CHROME PLATING, Specialists in cycle and 
antique restoration. Steel or Aluminum. We guarantee both 
our work and delivery dates as quoted. Call or write: 
Jackson Plating Company, 444 East South Street, Jackson, 
MI 49203. Phone: 1-517-782-6200. 





EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 





OVERSEAS JOBS—Now hiring. 103 countries, all 
occupations, high pay, free transportation, tax benefits. 
Latest computerized reports—$2.00. TRANSWORLD, 
International Airport, Box 90802-CY, Los Angeles, 
California 90009. 


AUSTRALIA—NEW ZEALAND WANTS YOU!!! 50,000 Jobs! 
Paid transportation! Latest information and forms. $1.00. 
AUSTCO, Box 3623-CY, Long Beach, Calif. 90803. 


OVERSEAS Employment. . . Australia, Europe, Asia, South 
America! All occupations! $700-$4,000 monthly! 
Employment International, Box 29217-WT, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46229. 











EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 





CYCLE SALVAGE INC. New, Used, Reconditioned 
Motorcycle Parts. 157 Water Street, New Haven, Conn. 
06511. 1-203-624-4315. 





IF YOU NEED 


PARTS 


Mail Order Service Worldwide. 


111 Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, N.Y. 11701 CYCLE CITY In 
Call 516-842-5771 C. 








BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





FREE BOOK ‘2042 unique proven enterprises; Work 


home! Hayling-B, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 


SAN DIEGO MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE. USED parts for all 
makes and models. 2676 Newton Ave., San Diego, CA (714) 
235-6261. 

BMW and NSU Motorcycle complete parts and service 
WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES, P.O. Box 2068, WINNETKA, 
CALIFORNIA 91306. Mailorders handled promptly. 





WARDS RIVERSIDE 
MOJAVE (By Benelli) 
PARILLA 
CAPRIOLO 


PARTS 


World's largest inventory 
for Italian motorcycles 


Rebuilt Engine Exchanges 


COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS, INC. 
Hatboro, Pa. 19040 
(215) 672-9100 


MV AUGUSTA 250 
BIANCHI 
CAPRI SCOOTERS 









KAWASAKI PARTS 


ONE DAY MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
BORING, PORTING, COMPLETE SERVICE 


MEGA ee G/CES 


21 WILLOW ST. ae 
FITCHBURG, MA. 01420 
(617) 345-0181 

USED PARTS 
All makes and models. Save up to 50% of 
retail. Many early & obsolete British parts 
in stock. Prompt 1 day service. 


Write Dept. C, 87 Park St., 
Beverly, Mass. 01915. (617) 922- 3707 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 

Call (617) 384-7555 


HONDA PARTS 


ONE DAY MAIL WORLDWIDE 
State: Model No., year, frame, & engine nos. 
COMPLETELY NEW 80 PAGE PARTS-ACCESSORY CATALOG 
Send 60¢ postage & handling ($1.50 air) 


ee of MINEOLA 



























PARTS & SERVICE—MAIL ORDER C.O.D. 
Machine Work & Speed Work All Makes 
Cranks & Rods Rebuilt 
Porting, Boring, Complete Engine Overhauls 


BIG BORE KITS 300/850cc 
for Kawasaki 750 
Street & Drag Race os 
for Kawasaki 5008751 


Best E.T.—10:15 Best Top Sa 
On our own Kawasaki 750 


Send 25d for information and decal 


arlington 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, Mass. 02174 © (617) 648-1300 


TS 


CALL 
TOLL-FREE 
800 
423-5662. 


TRUMP 


TRIUMPH 
OF WELLESLEY 





NEW CYCLE PARTS SERVICE 


e West Coast Savings! 

© Call from anywhere in the U.S. except Cal- 
ifornia. Orders filled within 24 hours. 

e Call Tues. thru Fri. 9 A.M. — 6 P.M., Sat. to 5, 
Pacific Time. 

e Bank Americard & Master Charge accepted. 





ALLYN'S Honda/Kawasaki l 
958 North Maclay, San Fernando, Calitornia 


PARTS 


NATIONWIDE 
Mail Order Service 
184Worcester St. 
Wellesley Hills Mass o2181 
617 235 9729 















HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE CHEAPER IN 
CENTER, TEXAS. When ordering parts please give us 
Model, Year, Frame Number and Engine Number. HAYDEN 
HONDA, P.O. Box 829, Center, Texas 75935. Phone (713) 
598-2330 and 598-2322. 





NEW AND USED PARTS for old American Motorcycles. 
Catalog 50 cents. Ballak & Co., 6716 Walsh, St. Louis, MO 
63109. 











HONE: 
OYAL (213) 286-2550 
NFIELD «:s: 


Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 
Largest Stock in U.S.A. — Tell us your needs today! 
304 Agostino Rd., San Gabriel, Ca. 91776 










P.O. Box 69694 
est Hollywood, Ca.90069 
Telephone (213) 652-7266 


Send for your free 30-page catalog. 


Cc 
A 












CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 


800-221-9810 


24 HOUR MAIL UPS SERVICE 
on all HONDA PARTS 
NO RIP-OFF 


State Honda Model No.. 
Year, Frame No., Eng. No. 


1845 LINDEN BLVD., BKLYN, 11207 
N.Y. State CALL: 212-257-0230 COLLECT 


S «) HONDA 










PARTS - MANUALS 
YAMAHA PENTON 


1 Day Shipping. 


WE STOCK 
60 National 
+ Brands 

Street — MX 


Cafe — Custom 
50 cents for Catalog 


FREE Decal with self- 
addressed, stamped envelope 
DJ’ WISCONSIN’S LARGEST 
S YAMAHA DEALER 
17550 W. Blue Mound Rd. Brookfield, Wisc. 53005 
(414) 786-8390 





KERKER 
HOOKER 
BASSANI 
JARDINE 
F.M.F. 
TORQUE 


EVERY MAJOR BRAND 
OF EXHAUST SYSTEM 
FOR ROAD, DIRT OR RACE, 
ALL IN ONE CATALOG. 
Send $1.00 to: 


EXHAUST HOUSE 
P.O. Box 21, Dept. 7C 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 





SPARK 


N G PLUGS 79 ea 


For Hondas—minimum order all same size— 
5 for $3.95 + 79 cents postage & insurance 
Send year, model with check or M.O. to 
GenParts, P.O.B. 600, Chester, NJ 07930. 
N.J. Res. add 5% sales tax. Thank you. 


HONDA, YAMAHA & HUSKY 


Parts Warehouse 


Any part or accessory for street, mx 


or enduro, Dealers & repair shops 
welcome. Wholesale & Retail. 


Riffs Cycle Center, Inc. 
Rt. 1, Langhorne, PA 19047 215-752-0243 





HONDA 


PARTS & ACCESSORY 
WAREHOUSE 


WE’RE NUMBER 
ONE FOR 


ACTION 4’S « DUNLOP 


KONI BELL » NGK 
YOSHIMURA * WIXOM 
VETTER—AND MORE 
CARR’S HONDA 


6800 N. CLARK CHICAGO IL 60626 
312-274-7777 
$1 REFUND ON PHONE ORDERS OVER S15 


INCLUDE: MODEL, YEAR, SERIAL NO. 





KAWASAKI PARTS, Ir Indian Parts. “UPS | Service. Cycle 
Junction, 10040 Midlothian Pike, Richmond, Virginia 
23235. Call: (804) 320-7917. 





EUROPEAN TOURING 





BUYING A COMMANDO, under the personal export scheme? We 
are an OFFICIALLY FACTORY APPOINTED SERVICE CENTRE and 
sell only Norton. Prompt delivery. Save your dollars by dealing 
with the SPECIALISTS with all services-SPARES-ACCESSORIES IN- 
SURANCE - FREIGHTING - the experts in handling your personal 
requirements. Send for detailed literature showing how to get here 
from the airport etc. and any other information you may require. 
Taylor Matterson, Bedford Hill, London S.W. 12 
Tel.: 01-673-0981 








CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ORDER FORM 1 


Please refer to heading on first page of this section for complete data concerning terms, frequency discounts, closing dates, etc. : 























count as two words; as three words with area code. 


Words $ 1.60 (Commercial Rate) 


O Payment of $ enclosed for 





WORD COUNT: Include name and address. Name of city (Des Moines) or of state (New York) counts as one word each. Zip Code numbers not 
counted. (Publisher reserves right to omit Zip Code if space does not permit.) Count each abbreviation, initial, single figure or group of figures or 
letters as a word. Symbols such as 35mm, COD, PO, AC, etc., count as one word. Hyphenated words count as two words. Telephone numbers 


$ 1.00 (Reader Rate) 





CHARGE: [I American Express ©) BankAmericard [O Master Charge 
for insertion(s). You will be billed monthly. 
Account # 





‘ 1 2 3 4 5 : 
eB Pan ea ea eters ol omg et Soe ota yen Ore : 
=o a aaa as E aa a a a í 
16 17 18 19 20 : 

: 21 22 23 24 25 ; 
26 Pe 97g 28 29 30 ; 

31 a aah 33 34 35 





insertion(s). 


O Diners Club 


Expiration Date 





Master Charge Interbank # (4 digits above name) 





SIGNATURE MUST BE PROVIDED BELOW 
PRINT NAME 








ADDRESS 





CITY 











TOURING EUROPE? The cheapest way is by motorcycle. 
Write now to Europe's biggest and best dealer, Elite 
Motors of London, for details of their exclusive “buy-back” 
scheme. Hundreds of new and used models from stock, 
plus accessories, clothing, insurance, etc. Elite Motors, 
844-965 Garratt Lane, Tooting Broadway, London SW17 
OLP, England. Tel: 01-672 1200. 





GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





U.S. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. How, Where 
to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) ... low as 2 certs 
on dollar! Most complete information available ... $2.00. 
SURPLUS DISPOSAL, Box 6586-WT, Washington, D.C. 
20009. 


INVENTIONS WANTED 








INVENTIONS IDEAS 
WANTED 


Manufacturers Need New Products. Your invention, new 
product or idea developed for cash / royalty sales by 
Professional Organization. 


“No Idea Is Too Small’’* 
Free Booklet: “How to Safeguard, Develop 
and Market Your Ideas to Industry” 
LAWRENCE PESKA ASSOCIATES 


500 Fifth Ave., Dept. JJ, N.Y.C. 10036 
Phone (212) 354-9696 


* A trademark of Lawrence Peska Associates, Inc 





PERSONALS 





CONDOMS FOR MEN — by mail! Thirty top brands — Tro- 
jan, Nuform, Jade and many more. Three samples: $1. 
Twelve assorted samples: $3. Free illustrated catalogue 
with every order. Plain package assures privacy. Fast and 
reliable service. Satisfaction guaranteed or your money 
refunded in full. Poplan, Box 2556 - Dept. CCYE-5, Chapel 
Hill, NC 27514. 


PICTURE BOOK OF SEXUAL LOVE 


One of the most beautiful and 
Practical books on physical 
love ever published Over 
195 photographs in color and 
black-and-white of a young 
nude couple in a variety of 
pre-coital and coital posi- 
tions Explores the whole 
field of physical love. includ- 
ing the building of sexual 
power, sexual stimulation 
techniques for building up 
Passion and much more. Over 
225.000 hard-bound copies 
sold at $15 00. now available 
In soft cover for just $5 00 
320 pages. Satisfaction guar- 
anteed or your money back 








Send $5.00 to: Adam & Eve 
Dept. DCYE-1, 105 N. Columbia, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 





PLANS AND KITS 





CYCLE TRAILER. Unique Design. Brochure $1 (refund- 
able). Plans $10. Sunrise Trailers, Box 538, Woodinville, 
Wash. 98072. 





MISCELLANEOUS 





IDENTIFICATION Cards, send stamped self-addressed 
envelope for samples. NIPCOF, 727 North Main, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89101. 


SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method, 92% effective. 
Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 23429 EG, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida 33307. 


FREE J Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 

GA Background music and sound effects! 
SPECIAL Special Interest Records available 

INTEREST exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 








Send for your free Record Catalog — 
ted Le 7if.Davis Publishing Co.. Dept. 23, 
(07 Ir iere i One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 








ABOUT YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 


Your subscription to CYCLE is 
maintained on one of the world's 
most modern, efficient computer 
systems, and if you're like 99% of 
our subscribers, you'll never have 
any reason to complain about your 
subscription service. 

We have found that when com- 
plaints do arise, the majority of them 
occur because people have written 
their names or addresses differently 
at different times. For example, if 
your subscription were listed under 
“William Jones, Cedar Lane, Mid- 
dletown, Arizona,” and you were to 
renew it as “Bill Jones, Cedar Lane, 
Middletown, Arizona," our computer 
would think that two separate sub- 
scriptions were involved, and it 
would start sending you two copies 
of CYCLE each month. Otherexam- 
ples of combinations of names that 
would confuse the computer would 
include: John Henry Smith and 
Henry Smith; and Mrs. Joseph Jones 
and Mary Jones. Minor differences 
in addresses can also lead to dif- 
ficulties. For example, to the com- 
puter, 100 Second St. is not the same 
as 100 2nd St. 

So, please, when you write us 
about your subscription, be sure to 
enclose the mailing label from the 
cover of the magazine—or else copy 
your name and address exactly as 
they appear on the mailing label. 
This will greatly reduce any chance 
of error, and we will be able to ser- 
vice your request much more 
quickly. 





NEW ENGLAND 


MINI-CYCLE ASSN. 
& AMERICAN LEGION 


POST 338 
NORTHEAST REGION 


“NATIONAL” MOTOCROSS 


JULY 5TH AND 6TH 
2 DAY MINI-M/X 


MOTOCROSS 338 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
TRACK 
SOUTHWICK, 


MASSACHUSETTS 


GIANT 


“NATIONAL” TROPHIES 


IN ALL MINI AND 


100cc M/C CLASSES 
$10.00 PRE-ENTRY 
EA. CLASS 
TO: N.E.M.A. 


22 KINGMONT STREET 
WAKEFIELD, MASS. 01880 


OR: TRACK SIGN-UP 


JULY 5TH - $15.00 
N.E.M.A. MEMBERSHIP 


NOT REQUIRED 








Advertiser Index 
SERVICE 
NUMBER 

ADI ascites 
Accessory House 
Stephen Allen Co. . 
American Honda 
American Honda 
American Honda...... 
American Honda 
American M/C Institute .... 
American M/C Institute 
Andrews Products 
Ashland/Petrochem 
Charles Atlas .. 
ER 
Berliner Motors 
Bridgestone Tires ................... 
Calafia Industries .. 
Carbooks een 
Carlisle Tire & Rubber .... 
Chaparral 3 
Chariot Cycle Ltd. 
Circle Industries 
Creative Castings 
Creative Enterprises... 
Datsun due 
Denco 
Dick's Cycle West 
Discount Rider .. 
Dualock sera 
Dunlop Tire and Rubber. 
Paul Dunstall e 
Florida Cycle Supply .... 
Freedom Industries 


Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. i 


Great State Mfg. 

H. R. Packers 

Harley Davidson 

Honda of Mineola 
Hooker Headers . 

JML Products .… 
K.K. Motorcycle Supply 
Kawasaki Motors 
Kawasaki Motors 
Langlitz Leathers 
Lorillard, Newport.......... 
M/C Enterprises 
M&M Limited..... 
Malabu Murals 








Marubeni Redwing of America 


Midwest Outerwear, Inc. 
Motorcycle Accessories..... 
NGK Spark Plugs...... 

National Cycle Shop 

National Products.. 

National Systems 

National Systems 
Norton-Triumph 
Norton-Villiers 

Number One Products 

Opty! Corporation (Carrera) 
Outrider Accessories, Inc. 
Outrider Accessories, Inc. .. 
Pennzoil Co. . 
Pharmacraft/Curex 

Powroll Performance 
Racecrafters ...... 

The Rack Factory 

Radiator Specialties .... 

R.J. Reynolds/Winston 

R.J. Reynolds/More..... 

R.J. Reynolds/Camel Filters 
Seeling’s Custom Finish 
Simoniz/Texize sat 
Spirit of America .......... n 
Sports Accessories Int. .... 
Suzuki Fun Center 

3 Bond Products ..... 

Thermo Chemical Corporation 
Tombstone Cycle . 
Trophyland USA...... 

U. S. Navy........ 
U. S. Suzuki 
U. S. Suzuki ........ 
Union Carbide 
Vetter Fairings 
Village Togs ............ ‘ 
Webco es 
Wheels of Man ... 

Wixom) Bros nan 
Yamaha...... 
Yokohama Rubber Co. 
Yuasa Battery 
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ACOMPLETE SET OF 
MATCHED 


STORAGE CASES 


Here's the ideal solution to the problem of keep- 
ing all your records and tapes stored neatly, 
safely, conveniently and attractively. A complete 
set of matched storage cases, designed by the 
editors of STEREO REVIEW magazine, for your 
records and all your tapes: cassette, cartridge 
and 7” reel. Now you can keep them side-by- 
side on your bookshelf or cabinet, easy to iden- 
tify and readily available. 
These cases are sturdily constructed and cov- 
$ ered in a handsome leatherette. The outer case 
is elegantly embossed in gold and comes in your 
choice of three popular decorator colors—black, 
brown and green—so that they lend themselves 
readily to the decor of any room. 


STEREO REVIEW large capacity storage cases 
are just what you’ve been looking for—they’re 
the ideal solution to keeping your records and 
tapes neatly stored for easy use. 


(A) 60-unit cassette case. 1314” high x 1254” deep x 514” wide. 

(B) 30-unit cassette case. 1314” high x 614” deep x 514” wide. 

(C) 12-unit cartridge case. 1314” high x 614” deep x 414” wide. 

Units A, B and C have tilted compartments to prevent spillage 
and include pressure sensitive labels for titling. 

(D) 6-unit 7” reel case. 8” high x 714” deep x 5” wide. Holds 
reels in original boxes. 


(E) 20-unit 12” record case. 1314” high x 1214” deep x 314” 


wide. Holds records in original jackets. 
E 





CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTER 
CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. 


IE REE Eee eee ee eee eee eee 
ZIFF-DAVIS SERVICE DIVISION, DEPT. JJ, CY 75 
595 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012 
Please send me the following Storage Cases: 

60-unit Cassette Cases @ $17.95 each; 3 for $49.95 

30-unit Cassette Cases @ $12.95 each; 3 for $34.95 

12-unit 8-Track Cartridge Cases @ $9.50 each; 3 for $24.95 

—______6-unit 7” Reel Cases @ $6.95 each; 3 for $18.50 

20-unit 12” Record Cases @ $7.50 each; 3 for $19.95 


ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE ALL POSTAGE AND HANDLING 
CHARGES. 
Outside U.S.A. add $1 for each case ordered. 


Check color for back of case (sides in black only): 













































































O Brown O Green O Black 
FINENCLOSED IS $= . 
CHARGE: BankAmericard Master Charge 
O American Express O Diners Club 
Account # Exp. Date. 
Master Charge Interbank #. (4 numbers over your name) 
Signature. 
Print Name. 
Address 
City State Zip. 
Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., IIl., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State, D.C. and 
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Tex. add applicable sales tax. 
Tritt ttt tL. 
JULY 1975 
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Free 
Information 
Service 


Here’s how you can get additional information at no charge, concerning 
products and services advertised in this issue, and items mentioned in the 
New Products Editorial Section. 

1. Clip one of the coupons. Print or type your name and address where 
indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. 

2. Please circle the number on the coupon which corresponds to the number 
at the bottom of the advertisement, or New Products Editorial Listing, for 
which you want additional information. (Key numbers for advertised products 
also appear in advertiser's index on the opposite page.) 


3. Paste the coupon on a government post card or place it in an envelope 
and mail to: 

CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 

4. Your request for information will be forwarded to the appropriate compa- 
nies. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for them to fill your ‘requests. 
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LETTERS Continued from page 27 


its owner five o’clock shadow, and a 
charging system that would make Joe 
Lucas fall on his back as well as not even 
being able to keep up with an Eveready 
penlight battery. 
You seem to ignore the facts and dwell 
on your own imagination. 
Tim Cole 
West Caldwell, New Jersey 


| certainly enjoyed your 25th Anniver- 
sary Issue, but feel you didn’t give suf- 
ficient credit to the Peterson era. Cycle 
was a terrific magazine under Bob Greene 
in the pre-Clymer days. Roadtests were 
a superb balance of technical and human 
interests, always leaving the reader a 
sense of participation. Happily, Bob's tal- 
ents are still available at the newstand; 
his enthusiasm is still contagious. 
Meanwhile, as they say, | have a private 
adventure world composed of all the 
Greene issues. On a cold winter night, 
coffee in hand, from out of the pages of 
yesteryears, | ride again with Bob on the 
Vincent Black Shadow, the Moto-Guzzi 
Falcone, the Harley-Davidson “K,” the 
Velocette MAC, ... 
Jerry H. Hatfield 
Holloman AFB, New Mexico 


In reference to Page 80 of your current 
(April) issue . . . 
according to the Random House Diction- 
ary of the American Language, Un- 
abridged Edition, Page 264— 
chuff—1. a rustic. 2. a boor, churl, 3. a 
miserly fellow. 
chubby; fat. 2. proud, swollen 
with pride. 
a sound of or like the exhaust 
of a steam engine. 2. to emit or 
proceed with chuffs. 
Question, sir. | gather that your caption 
writer is giving me two choices here and 
wonder if you mind disclosing which two 
he/she had in mind? 

| might also point out that I’m thinking 
of hiring somebody from your research 
department to do our books. They are, 
of course, half correct; | am having fun. 

Nevertheless, | do appreciate the plug 
(I think), and remain... 


chuff—1. 


chuff—1. 


Your Hero, 
Roger Hull 
South Laguna, California 


Just a few short lines to let you and 
the staff know how delighted | was with 
the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Issue. The 
road tests and the Parkhurst article were 
great, but it was on page 73 that | had 
to stop and let the “good old days” return 
to me once more. 

The photograph of the Bonneville was 
the same one | saw back in ’70 that made 
me decide to purchase my own Bonneville 
in that year. And to this day | still believe 
that was the best ‘cycle on the road. A 
friend and | toured Canada for a few 
weeks that summer on our Triumphs and 
then joined the service. | made the mis- 
take of selling my beloved Triumph in 
favor of sailing the seas. 

112 


And now I’m in the Honda Tribe; my 
550 is a good bike, but it just can’t stand 
up to that old Triumph image. 

Ted Palicki 
USS Albany CG-10 
FPO N.Y., New York 


A BARGAIN 
After reading the article on the Honda 
GL-1000 one can plainly see who “lined 
your pockets” for writing the article. 
‘‘$3000.00—but however much it turns 
out to be, it'll be a bargain.” 
Holy Cow! With people like you, who 
needs inflation? 
Alan R. Bullock 
(no address) 


OZ-LAND 

After reading Mr. Henning’s letter in the 
May issue | had to write. He must tive 
in a very tame part of California and the 
U.S. as a whole for that matter. Personally 
I’m glad and sure thousands of other 
cyclists are damn glad you wring your test 
bikes out. So will Mr. Henning the first 
time he has to outrun some hostile S.O.B. 
who isn’t courteous enough to obey the 
55mph speed limit. | am mainly a touring 
rider but this isn’t a guarantee that some- 
one out there in the real world doesn’t 
hate everybody onacycle. | have on more 
than one occasion had to redline my 
touring cycle to outrun some jerk who 
wanted to test my off-road ability. You 
can’t believe what a dangerous toy a 
chunk of Detroit scrap iron makes until 
you come up against one. So keep ‘“‘mis- 
treating” the new bikes—most of us ap- 
preciate it because it lets us know the 
limitations of our machines before we find 
out ourselves at a bad time. And as for 
Mr. Henning and his crowd, let them 
renew their “Land of Oz” driver’s permits 
and hope they never have to encounter 

the real world. 
William Ya’na Puckett 
Edwardsville, Illinois 


YANKS ABROAD 

Through your excellent magazine | 
would like to congratulate your American 
road race team captained by the brilliant 
Kenny Roberts who has just beaten our 
lads at Mallory and Oulton Park, in the 
shortened John Player Transatlantic 
Match Race series. 

Kenny Roberts rode his Yamaha like 
only one other person | have ever seen— 
the late Jarno Saarinen. True, the British 
were without Barry Sheene, Phil Read, and 
Paul Smart, but I’m sure no one could 
have lived with Kenny, “Tiger” Gene and 
Dave Aldana. Kenny was very unlucky not 
to win all four match legs when he 
crashed his bike while leading the race 
by nearly half a lap at Oulton Park. | also 
admired the determination of Gene Ro- 
mero who came offat the Esses at Mallory 
in the first leg, only to remount and con- 
tinue with the race to earn valuable points. 

| envy you “Yanks” who can watch the 
likes of Kenny Roberts and Gene Romero 
most weekends in one form of motorcy- 
cling or another. So once again well done, 





ree 


Kenny, Gene, Don, Steve Baker, Steve 

McLaughlin, Pat, Dave, Phil and Randy. 
And come back soon. 

J.A. Bennett 

Cheshire, England 


TIPS 
| have found the following to be a very 
useful motorcycle tip whenever my old 
CA-95 breaks down; squeeze a dead mole 
over your head. 
Felix Popover 
Sussex, New Jersey 


Thanks to Cycle and Mike Morrissey for 
saving me the price of anew speedometer 
on my ’71 Yamaha (April 75 issue: 
“Tips’’). After 34 years, the “bike bug” 
finally bit me last year, and | bought a 
used 360 Enduro. From day 1, the speed- 
ometer behaved exactly like Mike de- 
scribed in his “tip,” and | was all set to 
buy a new one this year. After reading 
Mike’s suggestion, | tried it, as | felt | had 
nothing to lose. It worked exactly as de- 
scribed! That one tip alone was well worth 
the price of my subscription. | anxiously 
look forward to each new issue of Cycle, 
and the “Tips” column. Keep ’em coming! 

Laurie W. Penney 
Newington, Connecticut 


In your Feb. 1975 issue you started a 
new feature called ‘‘Tips.” This letter is 
some feedback on just how good one of 
your “tips” was. 

| am referring to the one on the leaking 
petcock on Yamaha R5 cycles. My '72 
R5 was purchased second-hand and | 
really enjoy riding it. However, it had a 
mysterious leak from the day | brought 
it home. For a long time | thought it was 
an oil leak because it looked like oil on 
the floor after it had mixed with the oil 
mist on the engine. By the time | read 
your tip, | had decided it was gas. 

Before | could get around to making 
the ‘fix’ you recommended, | went on 
a vacation and the cycle sat in the garage 
for about a month. Finally, | went out to 
start up the bike and take a short ride. 
Naturally, it wouldn’t start! The battery 
read about 10 volts, so | charged it for 
a couple of hours and then went back 
to the garage and started kicking again. 
Finally it fired—and how! It gave a burp 
and covered half of the garage floor with 
gasoline! It came out of the left-hand 
muffler like a hose. Believe me, | held my 
breath! All | needed was a spark to set 
off the garage, house, etc, etc. Fortu- 
nately, | wasn’t smoking! That leak is a 
real fire hazzard! | think the left hand 
cylinder and muffler must have been full 
of raw gas. | gingerly moved the bike 
outside and started it again. The left 
handpipe was putting out a mist of raw 
gas for a few minutes. 

Apparently, the small leak is a potential 
bomb if the cycle sits idle for any length 
of time. Anyone with the problem would 
be wise to start the bike outside—not in 
the garage. Needless to say, | fixed the 
leak immediately! 

G.H. Watkins 
Upper Darby, Pennsylvania © 
CYCLE 
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Rough riders to Sunday drivers — 
‘CARRERA® goggles are designed to keep pace with any motorcycle enthusiast. 
CARRERA® offers a wide selection of highest-quality 
protective eyewear that’s comfortably lightweight, stylishly good-looking 
and durably long lasting. Available in an assortment of lenses as changeable 
as the weather. There’s lemon, gold-green, clear and the popular polarized. 


Goggles from 





